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Dean Louis A. Castenell, Jr.
Biosketch
(Executive Summary)

Dean Louis Castenell has been Dean of the College of Education at the University of
Georgia since 1999. From 2001-2002 he was also Interim Associate Provost for
Institutional Diversity.

The College of Education has 4,813 graduate and undergraduate students and 344 faculty
and staff. The college also offers 90 graduate programs and 18 undergraduate majors
through 9 departments. These 9 departments are housed in 3 different buildings on
campus,

Dean Castenell organized a Dean’s Student Advisory Council to advise the college and
participate on appropriate college-wide committees. He also supported a student
ambassador program to promote events in the College of Education.

EDUCATION, the College’s magazine, won awards for magazine publishing
improvement three consecutive years from the Council for Advancement & Support of
Education (CASE) for the Southeast. The College’s electronic news also won CASE $
award in the electronic news letter category for three consecutive years.

At Dean Castenell’s initiative, the College of Education has entered into a
comprehensive, long-term partnership with the Clarke County School District and the
Athens Clarke County community, The goal of the partnership is to combine resources
in different ways toward increased academic achievement for all students.

Dean Castenell has received numerous awards. Among the latest are:

» American Council on Education, Board Service Award

» Distinguished Alumnus Award in Higher Education, University of Illinois

« American Association for Colleges of Teacher Education, Chair Award for

Leadership
+ Pedor Zamora Horizons Award, The University of Georgia for Diversity Leadership

Service to the University includes:
« Appointed UGA representative to the Athens Area Chamber of Commerce

Dean Castenell is married with two children, Louis Calvin, a graduate from UGA Law
School, and Elizabeth who is a Senior at UGA.
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The University of Georgia

College of Education
Office of the Dean

of Libaral Studies
College Racaived

August 10, 2007
AUG 13 2007

University of Oilahioma

Dr. Trent Gabert

Chair of the Executive Committee
Brock International Prize in Education

1610 Asp Avenue, Suite 108

Norman, Oklahoma 73072-6405

Dear Dr. Gabert:

I am happy to nominate Governor Roy Barnes as a candidate for the Brock International
Prize in Education. Governor Roy Barnes service as governor led to dramatic changes in
Georgia and his current involvement in national policies continues to leave an impact on
education practices and policies. Please read the article, “Helping No Child Left Behind
Make the Grade,” The Aspen Idea, because it spells out the process Governor Barnes has
been leading over the last couple of years. Also in your packet you will find a collection
of articles about his work with the Commission on No Child Left Behind. Furthermore,
you will discover highlights of Governor Barnes’ decisions (1999-2005) which is having
a substantial impact in the field of education. Finally, the entire layout I am providing
you is intentionally designed to permit you an opportunity to see the breath and depth of
Governor Barnes’ contribution to education.

I look forward to seeing you and the other members of our committee for further review
and discussion,

Sincerely,
S il T~

Louis A. Castenell
Dean

Aderhold Hall » Athens, Georgia 30602-7101 » Telephone (706) 542-6446 * Fax (706) 542-0360
An Equal Opportunity /Affirmative Action Institution







Biography

Roy E. Barnes was born on March 11, 1948 to Agnes and W.C. Barnes in
Mableton, Georgia. He grew up talking politics and selling merchandise
at his family's general store nestled between the highway and

the railroad tracks in Cobb County.

Roy did well at Mableton Elementary and South Cobb High School. After
graduating from South Cobb in 1966, with honors, he attended the
University of Georgia where he majored in history and joined the debate
team, coming home during summers and at breaks to work in the
family's store.

After college Roy attended UGA law school. The student bar association
elected him as its president, and he graduated with honors in 1972, Law
degree in hand, he returned home to Cobb County to work in the district
attorney's office.

When Roy won a seat to represent his neighbors in the state Senate only
two years after {inishing law school, he was one of the youngest
legislators in the state. Mableton's voters elected Roy to the Senate eight
times. After two terms he was named Chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Commiittee and he served as Administration Floor Leader for Governor
Joe Frank Harris for seven years. He used his legal talents as Senate
Chairman of the Constitutional Revision Committee to rewrite Georgia’s
Constitution. He also developed an understanding of economic
development issues facing the State as a member of the Governor's
Growth Strategies Commission.

While establishing himself in the Senate, Roy started a family with his
college sweetheart, Marie Dobbs, whom he married in 1970. They have
three children - Harlan, Allison Barnes Salter, and Alyssa, a son-in-law
John Salter, and a daughter-in-law Amy Crist Barnes. He and Marie
also have four grandchildren: Will Barnes, Libby Barnes, Lilly Salter and
Ella Salter.

In 1992, after his earlier terms in the Senate and an unsuccessful run
for Governor, Roy was elected to the State House of Representatives. As a
member of the House, Roy was Vice-chairman of the Judiciary
Committee and was a member of the Rules and the Banks and Banking
Committees.

In 1998, Roy began his second run for Governor, stressing a message of
education and healthcare reform to the people of Georgia. Roy won the




election with 53 percent of the vote. On January 11, 1999, he was sworn
in as Georgia's 80th Governor.

Roy had many legislative accomplishments during his term as Governor.
In Education, he focused on lowering class size, raising standards by
requiring accountability, and passed legislation requiring more discipline
in the classroom.

Believing that health care in Georgia must be both affordable and
accessible, Roy successfully fought for passage of the bill that
guaranteed patients the right to choose their own doctor, and a bill that
established a patient’s bill of rights and allowed insurance companies to
be held liable for denying or delaying much needed care.

As Governor, Roy also demanded that taxes be cut. He completed four
years of a property tax cut on homes and family farms. He passed a
property Tax Payers Bill of Rights that exposes backdoor tax increases of
increasing assessments to public scrutiny. Roy also passed the first ever
Sales Tax Holiday for Georgia in an effort to stimulate the economy and
provide citizens with immediate tax savings.

Roy honored his campaign promises and made tough decisions to insure
hope for jobs, education and healthcare.

After leaving the Governor’s office in 2003, Roy spent six month at
Atlanta Legal Aid as a full time volunteer. He now practices law in
Marietta with his daughter, Allison; son-in-law, John Salter; John R,
Bevis and Jennifer Auer Jordan.

In May of 2003, Roy was awarded the Kennedy Library Foundation’s
Profile in Courage Award for his unpopular position in reducing or
removing the Confederate Battle Flag from Georgia’s state flag.

PERSONAL
Spouse: Marie Dobbs Barnes
Parents: W. C. and Agnes Barnes

Children: Harlan Barnes (31), Allison Barnes Salter (29} and Alyssa
Barnes (25).

Grandchildren: William Roy Barnes, Elizabeth Leigh Barnes, Lillian
Kelly Salter and Ella Mae Salter




EDUCATION

South Cobb High School graduate with honors, 1966

University of Georgia, A.B. Degree, 1969

University of Georgia Law School, J.D. Degree, 1972, Cum Laude
President of Georgia Law School Student Bar Association

Served on Law School Board of Governors

Varsity College Debate Team, Member

Blue Key, Member

Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

Named to Who's Who of American Colleges & Universities
Named Outstanding Senior at University of Georgia Law School

CIVIC AND CHURCH

First United Methodist Church of Marietta, Member, Former
Member of Board of Trustees, & Former Member of Administrative
Board

South Cobb Improvement Association, Founder, Member
Marietta Kiwanis Club, Member

Latham Masonic Lodge #12, Member

Scottish Rite, Member

Shrine, Member

Kennestone Foundation Committee, Member

MILITARY

Served as a Captain, United States Army Military Police, Army
Reserves

PROFESSIONAL
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Practicing Attorney, Marietta

Bar Admittance, November, 1972 all Georgia Courts; Member of
United States District Court, Northern District of Georgia; 5%, 11t
and D.C. Circuit of the United States Court of Appeals; and
Supreme Court of United States.

American Judicature Society, Member; Former, Board of Directors
Law School Association, University of Georgia, Board of Directors
Board of Visitors, Member, University of Georgia Law School
Fellow of American College of Trial Lawyers

International Society of Barristers

Education Commission of the States, Chair

National Board of Professional Teaching Standards, Chair

No Child Left Behind Commission, Co-Chair

Institute for Educational Leadership, Board member



COMMENDATIONS AND AWARDS
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1974 Outstanding Young Man, South Cobb Jaycees

1974 Distinguished Service Award, Marietta Jaycees
1975-76 Georgia State Fireman's Association Appreciation Award
1976 Five Outstanding Young Men of Georgia

1977 Humanitarian Award, Georgia Chiropractic Association
1978 Legislator of the Years, Georgia Parks and Recreation
1980 Member, Commission on the Future of the South

1980 Georgia Hospital Association Appreciation Award

1981 Legislative Excellence Award, Council Battered Women
1981 Legislative Award, Georgia Psychological Association
1981 Appreciation Award, Noonday Baptist Church

.1981-83 Legislative Service Award, Georgia Municipal Association

1982 Distinguished Service Award, Georgia Trial Lawyers

1982 Freedom of the Press Award, Georgia Press Association
1983 Legislative Conservationist of the Year, Georgia Wildlife
Federation

1983 Life Member of American Judicature Society

1984 Distinguished Service Award, Georgia Medical Association
1985 Friend of Children, The Council for Children, Inc.

1985 Life Member, National Rifle Association

1986 The Friend of Children Award, Georgia Chapter of The
American Academy of Pediatrics.

1987 Legislator of the Year, North Georgia Council of Girl Scouts
1988 Cobb County & Marietta City Community Education
Programs, Award for Commitment to Education

1988 Georgia Hospital Association Appreciation Award

1988 Certificate of Appreciation as An Advocate of Quality Medical
Legislation

1989 FFA Blue and Gold Award

1990 Support of Crime Victims by Georgians for Victims Justice
1992 Girls Incorporated, Outstanding Leadership and Support as
Honorary Chair of "A Night to Remember"

1995 Naomi Henson Community Service Award by Northwest
Georgia Minority Public Officials

1996 Community Bankers Association, Excellence in Leadership
Award

1997 Georgia Citizen Action Friend of the Consumer Award
1997 Outstanding Services to the Job Training Coordinators
Association :

1997 Honorary Democrat Chattooga County Democratic
Association

1997 Joe Mack Wilson Peoples Champion Award

1999 Selective Service System Meritorious Award
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1999 University of Georgia Law School Distinguished Service Scroll
Award

1999 National Association of Minority Contractors Catalyst Award
1999 American Public Transit Association Distinguished Service
Award

1999 National Center for Community Education Outstanding
Leadership Award

2000 Martin Luther King Commission Distinguished Service Award
2000 Atlanta Business League Millennial Catalyst of the Year
Award

2000 Mercer University honorary Doctor of Law degree

2000 Georgia Mental Health Coalition on Managed Care
Leadership Award

2000 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Weather
Radio Award

2000 New Faces of the New Economy Award

2001 Mothers Against Drunk Driving Distinguished Service Award
2001 Chapel of Four Chaplains West Georgia University Legend of
Honor Award

2001 Georgia Council on Aging Award

2001 Empire Realists Distinguished Service Award

2001 Biomedical Partnership Industry Growth Award

2001 Education Commission of the States Innovation Award
2001 Georgia Association of Broadcasters Georgian of the Year
2001 Georgia Urban Forest Council President's Award

2001 Morehouse College Liberty Award

2001 National Commission against Drunk Driving State Award
2001 National Recreation and Parks Association Humanitarian
Award

2001 United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Appreciation
Award

2001 Georgia Commission on Equal Opportunity Leadership
Award

2002 National Commission Against Drunk Driving Award

2002 Black United Youth of Cobb County Justice Benham Award
2002 Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation Public Leadership
Award

2002 Georgia Coalition of Black Women Prestigious Brotherhood
Award

2002 Georgia Council on Moral and Civic Concerns Award

2002 Georgia Environmental Council Greenspace Champion
2002 Georgia Trend Georgian of the Year

2002 Latin American Association Companeros Award

2002 National Arbor Day Foundation Frederick Law Olmsted

Award




2002 National Board for Professional Teaching Standards
Appreciation Award

2002 Georgia Coalition of Black Women Prestigious Brotherhood
Award

2002 Georgia Council on Civic and Moral Concerns Award
2003 Kennedy Profiles in Courage Award

2003 National Humanitarian Health Care Award by Patients
Advocate Foundation

2003 Gate City Bar Association Hall of Fame

2003 Atlanta Bar Association Lifetime Achievement Award
2004 First Amendment Foundation — Charles Weltner Award
2004 American Bar Association, Pro Bono Publico Award
2004 Oncology Nursing Society 2004 Public Service Award
2006 American Jewish Committee Judge Learned. Hand Award
2007 Public Citizen Award, University of West Georgia




YEAR AGO, THE INSTITUTE UNDERTOOK
an audacious task: forming a national commis-
sion to study the No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB) and recommend to Congress improve-
ments to the law before its reauthorization. As
two long-time education advocates who are com-
mitted to bipartisan solutions, we agreed to serve
as co-chairs.

The Institute has long played an active role in fostering
enlightened national education policy through its Fduca-
tion and Society Program (see page 13), with activities such
as convening a network of urban superintendents, holding
briefings for Congressional staff, and issuing reports on key
issues.

Authors and Commifssion <%
Co-Chairs Gov. Roy Barnes a

$ec. Tommy Thoempson field
questions as they announce the -
Commission's recommendations
in February, - :
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An Institute
comimission
pounded the
pavement to learn
how the landmark
education law
might be improved
in its second
incarnation.

By Secretary Tommy G. Thompson
and Governor Roy E. Barnes




We agreed with the Institute’s vision
to muke another significant contribu-
tion by forming the Commission on No
Child Left Behind to examine the ofien-
heated debate over NCLB, perhaps the
maost sigidficant federal education law
in history. The debate over the law ias
been highly divisive, with advocates
overstating its benefiks and critics issuing
dire warnings of its alleged dangers. In
the face of such heated rhetorie, the idea
of gathering a bipartisan commission to
evaluate the law's strengths and weak-
nesses fit with the Institute’s mission of
bringing together diverse viewpoints for
dialogue leading to productive results.

As a govermor and former governor
at the thne, we both supported No
Child Left Behind, enacted in 2002,
and its requirements for all states to
set standards and admiuister tests to
every student in grades 3 through 8 and
once in high school, and hold schools
accountable for improving student
achievement with the goal of ensuring
that all students are proficient in reading
anch mathematics by 2014

NCLB marked 2 seca change in
federal education policy by requiring a
focus on accountability for results rather
than simple compliance with regula-
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Schools' Princip
students after

tions. Additionally, the law's require-
ments for measuring and reporting on
the progress of alf students disaggregated
by subgraups, rather than judging school
performance based on school-wide aver-
ages, has led us as a nation to foeus on
the importance of the level of academic
achievement of “other people’s children”™
in a way that we never have hefore. This
hroader focus, beyond our own kids in
our own schools, is not just about ideal-
isn — though that is admirable — it is
critical to our econony and our nation’s
competitiveness in the world. Our
country continues to spend hundreds of
millions of dollars for remediation and
retraining of high school graduates enter-
ing higher education and the workplace,
employers continually struggle to fill
demanding and highly technical jobs,
and students in other nations consistently
outperform even our top students on
interiational test comparisons.

Thanks to the leadership and finan-
cial support of prominent national foun-
dations — including the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, the Fwing Marion
Kauffman Foundation, the Joyce Foun-
dation, the john D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation, Camegie Cor-
poration of New York, and the Spencer

Foundation — the Commission was
able to assemble a diverse panel of 15
leaders, including teachers, principals,
and representatives from various levels
of K-12 school and school system gov-
ernance, higher education, civil rights,
and business.

Our newly fortned Commission
went about our tasks m a bipartisan,
evidence-based way. We held six formal
public hearings in all parts of the coun-
try and organized a series of roundtables
oun topics of interest at the Institute's
headquarters in Washington, DC. The
Commission heard from more than
100 witnesses, including state officials,
superintendents, teachers, parents and
their advacates, experls and policymak-
ers at the state and local levels. In addi-
tion to the audiences at the hearings,
viewers nationwide could watch live
webeasts. At cach hearing, the Come-
mission opened the floor for comments
from andience members, thus providing
a forum for concerned parents and other
individuals who are not usually inchuded
in national education-policy discussions.
We invited members of the public fo
subinit comments on the Conunission’s
website, and we received testimony and
comments froin ncarly 1,000 educators,
policymakers, and concered citizens.

The Connnission also visited schools
and met with principals, teachers, and
students to see the effects of the law
firsthrand and fo talk with those who have
to live it every day. Cynthia Kuhlman,
principal of Centennial Elementary in
Atlanta, Georgia, told the Commission
of how the Jaw's focus on actionable
data, separated by various groups of
children, helped her and the school’s
teachers better address the needs of their
students with disabilities. Cemtennial is a
diverse school with a student population
that includes kids from homeless shel-
ters as well us the children of Coca-Cola
executives and has been considered a
successful school by most measures.
However, the data available as a result of
NCLB made the school’s leadership and
staff aware of the struggle of their stu-
dents with disabilitics. Armed with this
information, school leaders challenged
themselves to improve the performance
of these students, quickly taking them
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from 47 percent proficiency to over 70
percent as a resul.

The Conmission staff also developed
profiles of schools to analyze the effects
of NCLB in the classtoom and produced
white papers on topics such as measur-
ing achievement growth and school
accountability for students with disabili-
ties and English-language learners.

After the Commission collected
evidence, we began discussing and
debating our recommendations, which
formed the heart of our wark. The Com-
mission went about our deliberations
in the same biparlisan, evidence-based
spirit with which we had conducted fact-
finding. There were charged debates
and some disagreements to be sure,
However, the Commission was able
to adopt all of our recommendations
by consensus because of our unifying
principle, which was to assurc that each
proposal would ulthmately advance the
goal of raising student achievement and
closing the achievement gaps,

This dedication to the aims of the law
was consistent throughout our delibera-
tions, Although Cormmission menbers
canie to the table from a varicty of
perspectives, we were united from the
outset in our firm commitment to the
goals of the law: to hamess the power of
stanclards, accountability, and increased
student options to ensure that every child
becomes proficient in core subjects —
and to close the achievement gaps that
have keft too many students behind.

In February 2007, the Commission
issued a 230-puge report with 75 recom-
mendations that was immediately hailed
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£ "Buck” McKeon
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, and Senator Edward Kennedy
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as a powerful, forward-looking docu-
ment. Articles about the report appeared
in The New York Times, Washington Post,
USA Today, and many other national
and local newspapers, and Commission
members were eagerly sought for radio
and television interviews. An editorial in
The New York Times praised the Com-
mtission for coming up with “a list of 75
specific and much-needed suggestions
on how to improve fcaching, learning,
and student performance, and on what

JA). Kennedy, Millar, Enai;
I lead the reauthorization of NCLB.

ission Co-chair Governor Roy
d McKeon are the ¢hdl

the states need to do better to help
schools meet the law’s requirements.”
Specifically, the Commission pro-
posed strengthening teacher quality by
requiring all teachers and principals to
demonstrate that they are effechive in the
classroom. It recommended improving
the fairuess and accuracy of accountabil-
ity measures, and taking stronger steps to
broaden options for students and rem-
edies for low-performing schools. And it
called for model national standards for

The Aspen institute Commission on No Child Left Behind

Co-Chairs
Secretary Tommy G. Thoinpson
Governor Roy I, Bames

Commissioners
Dr. Craig Barrett, Chuirman of the
Board, lutel Corporation

Mtr. Christopher Edley, Jr, ean,
University of Califomia, Berkeley
School of Faw

Di. Engene Garefa, Dean, Schiool of
Fedueation, Arizon State University

Hon, Jndith I5. Hewmann, Forme
Assistnd Secrefany tor Special
Education and Rehabilitative Senvices

Mr. Thomas Y. Hobart, Jr., bonuer New
York State United Teachos Prosident

Ms. Javmie Recher Rosa, Middbe School
Teaches, West Winndsor Plainshore
Sehoal Diistrict, Princeton, New Jeisey

Ms. Andrea Messina, Viee Clainnan,
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Board, Florida

1Ir. 1. Michael Ortiz, Prosident,
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University, Pomona, Califoimia
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Mr. Edward B, Rust, Jr., Chairman
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District of Colambia Public Schaonls

Dr. Ed Sontag, Senion Advisor arul
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for Disease Coniml and Provention,
National Ulenler tr Birth Defeots and
Pevelopmeal Dlisabilitics
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statc adoption or comparison to ensure
that the expectations for all students, no
matter where they live, are as high as
they need to be.

Of course, like any report that makes
hold recommendations on & conkro-
versial topic, the Commission’s report
has attracted criticism. But, interest-
ingly, critics have largely addressed the
substance of the report and its analysis,
based on solid data, of the law's strengths
and weaknesses rather than simply
advancing illinformed arguments and
anecdotal information. The debate over
the reauthorization of the law will be
vigorous without a doubt. The Comumis-
sion will continue to play a critical role
to ensure that much needed national
discussion is focused on the facts and is
productive in accelerating our progress
in mecting the goals of NCLB.

The next step, as The New York
Times suggested in its editorial on the
Commission’s work, is for Congress to
“write some of these mportant new pro-

visions into law.” Members of Congress
have served notice that they arc likely to
follow that advice. At a press conference
unveiling the report, Senator Mike Enzi,
Republican of Wyoming, noted, “You
put some tough things out there for us,
We need to examine thent and get them
into the practice.” And Senator Fdward
M. Kennedy, Democrat of Massachu-
setts, said that “many of the reconunen-
dations will see life.”

The Conmnission intends to help
make that happen. Through the reau-
thorization process, the Comimission,
including all members and staff, will
remain intact and active. We will write
articles and address education and

civic groups and the general public to
claborate on our proposals and argue
for their enactment. Too often in Wash-
ingtot, panels such as the Commission
disband soon after releasing their reconm-
mendations. Their reports gather dust
on shelves and their recommendations
are quickly forgotien. Members of the
Commission on No Child Left Behind,
though, firmly agree that we will work as
fong as we must to cnsure that our plan
witl, as the subtitle of the report states,
truly fulfill our promise to our nation’s
children, ®

For more information or the full
report of the Commission, visit www.
aspeninstitute.org/ncib.
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INDEX

Bipartisan Panel to Study No Child Left Behind

(USA Today, Greg Toppo, Feb. "06) ... 6
“After four years of complaints from parents, teachers and administrators about President
Bush's No Child Left Behind education reform plan, a bipartisan commission is being
created to take a "hard, independent fook™ at the law’s problems and its promises.”

Our Opinions: Barnes’ Views on Education Welcome
(Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Feb. "06).......coivi 8
“Former Gov. Roy Barnes lefi the spotlight in Georgia after his defeat in 2002, but he has
never stopped working behind the scenes on education.”™

Report: Georgia student tests are too easy; High scores at home den’t measure up...
(Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Patti Ghezzi, March "06).................o 9
“A new national report on trends in student test scores highlights what many teachers and
parents have been saying for years: Georgia's curriculum test is too easy.”

Neo Child list to include schools in 20 districts; State superintendent defends...
(Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, Alan J. Borsuk, June "00).................ooon 11
“Madison - State schools Superintendent Elizabeth Burmaster said Friday that the latest
list of Wisconsin schools not meeting standards under the federal No Child Lett Behind
law will be more than twice as long as a year ago and will involve schools from about 20
districts, not just Milwaukee and a handful of other places.”

Had Enough Top-Down Reform?

(The Washington Post, Jay Mathews, Feb. "07)...............o 14
“Here comes another helpful report from a five-star, blue-ribbon, highly respected,
serious-minded, no-nonsense, ground-breaking, cannot-be-ignored, significant national
commission.”

(No title)

(Gannett News Service, Ledyard King, Feb. "07)...........oo 17
“WASHINGTON _ Student test scores should be used as a factor to determine whether
teachers and principals are doing their jobs effectively, a new report from the No Child
Left Behind Commission recommends.”

Bipartisan commission studying education law calls for stepped-up teacher quality
{Associated Press, Nancy Zuckerbrod, Feb. "07)............oo 20
“A rewritten No Child Left Behind law should measure teacher performance, a private
bipartisan panel said Tuesday.”




Education: ‘No Child’ Panel Urges Focus or Teacher, Principal Quality

(National Journal Congress Daily PM. Jessica Brady, Feb. 07, 22
“An independent commission of educators and former elected officials released their
recommendations to strengthen the No Child Left Behind law today, including a sharper:
focus on improving the quality of teachers and principals, new testing in science and
requirements that high performing schools to save 10 percent of their space for transfer
students from low-performing schools.™

No Child Left Behind Panel Unveils Recommendations, Steers Clear of Hot Buttons
{CQ Today, Michael Sandler and Libby George, Feb. "07). ..., 23
“A bipartisan panel evaluating the 2002 education law unveiled more than 70 potential
changes Tuesday, providing the opening arguments for a contentious reauthorization
debate set to begin this spring.”

Commission: Ne Child Left Behind law needs overhaul

(News 10 Sacramento, Michael Langley and Karen Massie, Feb. *07)..................... 26
“The Commission on No Child Left Behind (NCLB) has released a report recommending
Congress make much needed changes in the federal education law.”

‘No Child’ education law gets reviewed

(San Bernardino County Sun, Charlotte Hsu, Feb. "07)........ooiiiiiiiiiiniin e, 27
“When hundreds of school-board members converged on Washington last month to
express concerns to legislators and officials about a federal education law, Education
Secretary Margaret Spellings was the only person who seemed reluctant to discuss
change, said Lynda Savage, a San Bernardino school-board member in attendance.”

What makes a teacher ‘effective?’; Recommendations pave the way for national...
(USA Today, Greg Toppo, Feb. "07)... oo, 29
“WASHINGTON -- Even at a glance, Zakia Sims seems like a good teacher: Her
classroom at William Lloyd Garrison Elementary School is quiet, orderly and inviting.
with students’ work on the walls and a cardboard display case groaning with books.”

Commission Suggests Changes to No Child Left Behind Law

(U.S. News & World Report, Elizabeth Weiss Green, Feb. "07).,......ooooviiii .33
“A bipartisan commission delivered more than 200 pages of recommendations on
improving the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act on Tuesday—the most detailed set of
recommendations Congress has received yet on the 2002 law, which comes up for
renewal this year.”

Our Opinion: How effective are teachers? Under a new proposal of accountability ...
{Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Maureen Downey, Feb. “07)...o..oooiiiiiieiiiiiia 35
“As changes go, it doesn't sound like much. But its implications could be considerable.
The federal No Child Left Behind Act, now up for rcauthorization. requires that children
in poverty-stricken school districts be taught by “highly qualified teachers. Now, a
commission charged with improving the law says it's even more important that those




teachers be ‘highly effective.”™

E.ducation pancl reviews standards

(The Washington Times, Amy Fagan, Feb. "07).........ocii 38
“A private bipartisan commission yesterday said Congress, as it renews the No Child Lefi
Behind law, should move toward national education standards and t1ests that states could
voluntanly adopt.”

‘No Child’ Commission Presents Ambitious Plan

{The Washington Post, Amit R. Paley. Feb. "07)......cooiiii e, 40
“A commission proposed a wide-reaching expansion of the No Child Left Behind law
yesterday that would for the first time require schools to ensure that all seniors are
prolicient in reading and math and hold schools accountable for raising test scores in

science by 2014,

Tougher standards urged for federal education law

{The New York Times, Diana Jean Schemo, Feb. "07).....c..ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 42
“No Child Left Behind. the federal education law, should be toughened to judge teachers
and principals by their students’ test scores, and 1o block chronically ineffective educators
from working in high-poverty schools, a private bipartisan commission recommended on
Tuesday.”

Haungry for accountability

(The Chattanooga Times Free Press, Edward Lee Pitts and Christina Cooke, Feb. '07)..44
“Chattanooga, TN - Hamilton County Schools Superintendent Jim Scales said Tuesday
that while applauding the No Child Left Behind Act for forcing schools to look at
achievements of low-income or minority students, many aspects are "problematic” and in
need of revision.”

Panel offers ideas to fix education law

(Contra Costa Times, Shirley Dang, Feb. "07). ... 47
“An independent panel urged Congress on Tuesday to make a federal education law
tougher on teachers and principals but easier on schools that show progress in raising test
SCores.

Cheating on tests; Geography should not defcrmine standards of learning

{The Washington Post, editorial, Feb. "07). ..o, 50
“EDUCATORS who are successful in turning around troubled schools say the first step is
collecting reliable data. A true measure of performance is the only way to identify
problems and map improvement.”

Other Opinion: Equal time: students, teachers owed smarter law

{Atlanta lournal-Constitution, Reg Weaver, Feb. "07).......coo i 51
“On the first day of school, a sixth-prader at & California middic school raised his hand
and asked the teacher, ‘Is there anything we will be learming this year that we need to
remember for longer than the test?’”




Educators: Local control left behind in recommendations

{Athens Banner-Herald, Jeffrev Whitfield. Feb. "07). oo ) 53
“The federal No Child Left Behind law should require high-achieving schools to set aside
10 percent of their seats for students who want 10 transfer from low-performing schools, a
bipartisan commission recommended to Congress.”

Panel report is latest Rx for NCLB

(Education Week, David J. Hoff. Feb. "07)....c.oooiiiiii e, 55
“Now that a high-profile and potentially influential panel has released its detailed
proposal for revising the No Child Left Behind Act, the Bush administration and
education groups are waiting to hear from the institution that matters most: Congress.”

Officials hoping to change No Child Act; Nationally and locally, president’s...
(Lakeland Ledger I'L, Andrew Dunn, Feb. "07) ... 59
“Congress faces yet another political showdown this year that has nothing to do with

Iraq. At issue is the federal povernment's sweeping education reform, No Child Left
Behind, which must be reauthorized this year.”

Opinien: A good law, No Child Left Behind merits reauthorization

(San Diego Union Tribune, Feb. "07).0 .. 65
“Later this year, Congress has to decide whether to reauthorize the No Child Left Behind
law. But, when all is said and done, there is nothing to decide.”

‘No Child Left Behind’ report spotlights Yough

(Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. Mary Pickels, March *03)........coiviviniiiieeieieiiins 67
“Yough School District administrators who are included in a newly published report on
the No Child Left Behind Act said they welcomed the opportunity to voice a small school
district's concerns.”

Critics say No Child Left Behind report misses real problems

{The New Standard NY, Livia Gershon, March "07).....cooooiiiii i 69
“This year, Jevon Cochran’s English class has been "postponed.” Instead of the usual mix
of reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary lessons and discussion, Cochran, a junior at
Lewis Cass Technical High School in Detroit, said he and his classmates are now drilling
for the ACT exam.”

‘No Child’ education act under review

(The Washington Times, Amy Fagan, March "07)..........oo i, 72
“The battle over renewing President Bush's No Child Left Behind education law this year
began in earncst yesterday, as House and Senate lawmakers heard a range of suggested
changes -- such as greater lenicney and help for struggling schools, new systems to
measure teacher effectiveness and even voluntary national standards.”




Education law faces renewal amidst reform cails

(Reuters, David Alexander, March "07)... oo e 74
“WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A far-reaching education law President George W. Bush
hails as one of his signature achievements is being reviewed by Congress this year amid
widespread demands for it to be reformed.”

This test shouid be casy for Congress: No Child Left Behind up for reaunthorization
{The Plain Dealer. Scott Stephens. April "07)....o i 76
“No Child Left Behind is being put to the test. The S-year-old federal education law,
which requires all students to be proficient in math and reading by 2014, is up for
reauthorization in Congress.”

Senior-itis: Rampant, real, ne known cure

(The Plain Dealer, Scott Stephens, May "07).....c.ooiiiiii 78
“Educators and policy makers are searching for a cure for a common malady that's highly
contagious this time of year. Senior-itis - the tendency of seniors to slack off during their
final year of high school - is a uniquely American rite of passage.”

Our public school teachers need support, not meddling

(Gwinett Daily Post GA. Editorial, May "07).....oooii i 80
“As another school year comes (o a close in Georgia, hats off to those heroes who labor
in the trenches underpaid, underappreciated and under pressure — our teachers.”

State tests put image ahead of performance

(USA Today/Gannett, Ledyard King, June "07)......cooiiiii e 82
“WASHINGTON — Almost every fourth-grader in Mississippi knows how to read. In
Massachusetts, only half do. So what's Mississippi doing that Massachusetts, the state
with the most college graduates, isn1? Setting expectations too low, critics say.”



USA Today

February 14, 2006

Bipartisan panel to study No Child Left Behind
By Greg Toppo

After four years of complaints from parents, teachers and administrators about President
Bush's No Child Left Behind education reform plan, a bipartisan commission is being
created to take a "hard, independent look" at the law's problems and its promises.

The Commission on No Child Left Behind, to be announced Tuesday, will travel the
USA, holding public field hearings and roundtables, culminating in Washington, D.C., in
September.

The commission will send recommendations to Congress in advance of NCLB's expected
renewal in 2007.

Suppotted by the Aspen Institute, a Washington, D.C., think tank, the panel will be co-
chaired by former Georgia governor Roy Barnes and former Health and Human Services
secretary Tommy Thompson.

The law's "ideas and motives were good,” Thompson says, "but the way it's implemented
right now leaves a lot to be desired.”

Passed with overwhelming bipartisan support in 2002, NCLB aims to raise the basic
academic skills of public school children. A comerstone of Bush's domestic agenda, it
focuses on closing the "achievement gap” with low-income students. But critics,
including the National Education Association, American Association of School
Administrators and the Civil Rights Project at Harvard University, say it relies too much
on testing and punishes schools with even a few students whose skills don't rise steadily
year by year.

Those groups and others also say NCLB imposes new requirements, such as expanded
testing, without giving schools enough money, and it does little to help schools hire good
tcachers.

Jack Jennings, president of the Center on Education Policy, a Washington non-profit that
extensively has studied NCLB, says its stringent testing requirements for disabled
students and English language learners "don't make a lot of sense"” to teachers.

NCLB is a "a grab-bag of good provisions and troublesome provisions. I hope that they
would find some way of improving the troublesome provisions to save the good
intentions of the act."”

Now in its fifth year, the law also has been applied unevenly by the federal government,
according to a study released today by the Civil Rights Project.

State legislators in Virginia and Utah have recommended repealing NCLB or exempting
states from requirements, but Thompson and Bamnes say the commission will not
cansider such proposals.

"Lducation leaders in the nation agree that it's a good approach,” says Barnes.




Thompson, a former Wisconsin governor, says NCLB "caused some rancor out in the
hinterlands.”

[1c wants to hear from those on both sides. "It's time for somebody to 1ake a real hard,
independent look and make some recommendations.”

A list of commission members was not available Monday but is expected 1o include a
teacher. a civil rights leader, a former urban schools administrator and a corperate CEQ,
among others.

Barnes says the commission won't focus on funding, which is a "purely political”
question.

"“That is not the scope of this commission. That's a discourse that needs to take place, but
not here," he says.

Jennings says funding is important.

Bush has proposed $3.2 billion in education cuts in his 2007 budget, just as NCLB's
testing provisions kick in.

Bush is "signaling that in his view, it's a maiter of just demanding (improvement) and not
helping to pay for it," Jennings says.

Saying it's "the right time" to study the law, he hopes the commission finds ways to
improve it. "If they're perceived as just being a commission to whitewash the problems of
the act, they're not going to amount to anything.”




The Atianiz Journal-Constitution
February 16, 2006
OUR OPINIONS: Barnpes' views on education welcome

tormer Gov. Roy Barnes left the spotlight in Georgia after his defeat in 2002, but he has
never stopped working behind the scenes on education.

Now, Barnes and Tommy Thompson, former Wisconsin governor and presidential
Cabinet member, will lead a nonpartisan commission charged with evaluating and
recommending changes to the controversial No Child Left Behind Act. With financing
from several sources, including the Gates Foundation, the commission will work under
the auspices of the Aspen Institute, a Washington think tank,

The commission will hold public hearings and meetings nationwide on No Child Left
Behind, President Bush's signature domestic legislation, and make recommendations to
Congress before the law's expected renewal in 2007,

"1 think it will be a very interesting process, though another nonpaid education job is the
last thing I need right now," said Bames, who maintains a law practice in Marietta.

It's a perfect job for Bames, who was elected and defeated primarily on his education
vision. He won the governorship in 1998 on a promise to shake Georgia schools from
their lethargy and Jost it four years later after angering teachers with his aggressive
agenda and his elimination of tenure.

As a governor, Thompson also focused on education. In 1990, he pushed through the
school choice/voucher program that enabled poor Milwaukee families to send their
children to the private or public school of their choice.

Though their political parties differ, the two ex-governors recognize the need to
reconsider No Child Left Behind. The law has been credited with forcing schools to pay
attention {o historically marginalized students, but it also has been blasted for its
emphasis on lesting,

Barnes' and Thompson's insights into education will be critical to the commission, but
their political skills will be just as important.




The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
March 3, 2006
Report: Georgia student tests are too easy; High scores at home don't

measure up nationally
By PATTI GHEZZI

A new national report on trends in student test scores highlights what many teachers and
parents have been saying for years: Georgia's curriculum test is too casy.

Georgia students have a far easier time passing the state test, known as the Criterion-
Referenced Competency Test (CRCT), than the National Assessment of Educational
Progress, known as NAEP. The NAEP is given {o a sample of students. Every student in
first through eighth grades takes the CRCT. The gulf between pass rates on the two tests
is included in a report released Thursday by the Washington-based Education Trust, an
advocacy group that claims to be nonpartisan.

"Georgia standards are far, far off from NALP. more so than other states,” said Ross
Wiener, policy director for the Education Trust, which released the report on state-by-
state achievement trends. "Georgia {inds itself close to the bottom of the states in terms of
the gap between NAEP and the CRCT."

For example, 87 percent of Georgia fourth-graders were considered "proficient” in
reading on the state test but only 26 percent were proficient on the national test. Other
states such as Alabama and Mississippi had similar gaps. But in South Carolina, only 36
percent were proficient in reading, according to the state test. On the national test, 26
percent were proficient. "South Carolina has more rigorous standards and has stuck with
them," Wiener said.

Officials at the Georgia Department of Education acknowledge the gap, and they will
take the national scores into account when revamping the state tests, said spokesman
Dana Tofig. The state is in the process of revising the curriculum, and will graduaily
change the state test starting this year to reflect the new "clear and high" expectations of
what every student should know before moving onto the next grade, Tofig said.

Georgia officials often speak of high standards for students, but exactly how high the
standard is remains a murky area in public education.

The disparity between state and national tests "should send a warning signal to educators,
policy-makers and the public,” the Education Trust report says.

Georgia officials also will set new cut scores --- the number of correct answers needed to
pass each test. For example, in past years, third-graders could miss more than half the
questions on the reading test and still pass. That may or may not change. Tofig said.

Former Gov. Roy Barnes now co-chairs a commission charged with making
recommendations on tweaking the No Child Left Behind law. which requires schools to
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report test scores of all students broken down by race and other factors and punishes
schools that don’t meet state goals.

Barnes said cut scores should rise every few years to reflect higher expectations. Cut
scores should be set by an independent group free of political ties to take away the smoke
and mirrors of setting standards, he said.

The state test has far greater ramifications than the national one. Students in grades three,
five and eight must pass the reading portion of the state test to get promoted to the next
grade. Students in fifth and eighih grades must also pass math. Results on the state test
determine whether schools are sanctioned under No Child Left Behind, which does not
tell states how high their standard should be. States develop their own curriculum and
their own tests. States then determine how many questions students should get right to
demonstrate proficiency.

That has led 1o huge discrepancies in test scores from state to state, making it hard for
parents to know whether their kids are learning as much as kids in other states.

For example, in Maine, 29 percent of cighth-graders passed the state math test, and 30
percent passed the national test. In Georgia, 69 percent of eighth-graders passed the state
math test, and 23 percent passed the national one.

"The big question looming for No Child Left Behind is how long are we going to allow
this uneven setting of standards,” said Gary Henry, a policy studies professor and testing
expert at Georgia State University. "The standard in NAEP is not the standard in the state
tests.”

Using NAEP results to set a cut score on the state test is not possible, however, Henry
said. A curriculum test must be based only on the state's curriculum.

For many Georgia parents, the state test means little because almost everybody passes,
said Henry, whose daughter is in third grade. "The CRCTs are not particularly helpful in
knowing how well my daughter is doing."
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Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (Wisconsin)

June 10, 2006
No Child list to include schools in 20 districts; State superintendent

defends metheds for carrying out law
By ALAN J. BORSUK, Staif, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Madison - State schools Superintendent Elizabeth Burmaster said Friday that the latest
list of Wisconsin schools not meeting standards under the federal No Child Left Behind
law will be more than twice as long as a year ago and will involve schools from about 20
districts, not just Milwaukee and a handful of other places.

The list of schools that did not meet standards for "adequate yearly progress" under the
law is to be released next week.

At a hearing of a privately funded national commission examining how the 4-year-old
federal law is being carried out, Burmaster gave a spirited defense of how the state's
Department of Public Instruction has carried out the measure, praising its general
purposes but criticizing some of its key provisions.

Her remarks were her first in public since a Washington, D.C., think tank, Education
Sector, issued a report a week ago saying Wisconsin leads the nation in frustrating the
purposes of the federal law because the DPI has done everything it can to minimize its
impact. The report says Wisconsin had used several technical steps to keep down the
number of schools facing sanctions under the law.

"We have in no way tried to game the system,” Burmaster said.

She said the DPI's implementation of the law has been approved by the U.S. Department
of Education. She agreed that some of the steps taken by the DPI have kept the list of
schools facing extra scrutiny small until now, but she said that has helped build public
confidence in the way the system is working.

"There's public credibility in our accountability system," she said. "We've tried to hold
the law together.”

She said that as the list of schools not meeting the standards for achievement grows, "it’s
going to be interesting to watch how those communities react.”

A year ago, 49 schools in the state were on a list for missing progress standards, a much
smaller number than in many other states. All but nine of the 49 were in Milwaukee. Two
were in Beloit, two in Madison and one each in Green Bay, Kenosha, Racine, Superior
and on the Menominee Indian Reservation. Of the Milwaukee schools, 38 were in the
Milwaukee Public Schools system and iwo were charter schools not connected to MPS.

Although the consequences of being on the list so far have not been severe, school
communities often take it as a major blot on their reputation.
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Under the federal law. the bar for meeting annual standards climbs from year to year.
Many educators think it is inevitable the lists will grow rapidly over time unless the law
1s changed.

The commission that met Friday in Madison is headed by former Gov. Tommy G.
Thompson, a Republican, and former Georgia Gov. Roy Baranes, a Democrat, and has a
goal of making recommendations on how the law should be changed. The law is
scheduled to be reconsidered by Congress in 2007. Other members of the bipartisan
commission range from corporate officials to a retired teachers union leader.

Burmaster was one of six witnesses at the commission's Madlson hearing, the fourth
hearing it has held around the country.

Burmaster told members that she is concerned about the impact of testing third- through
eighth-graders, along with 10th-graders, every year, as the federal law requires. She
spoke highly of Wisconsin's old system of testing, which involved fourth-, eighth- and
10th-graders and a reading comprehension test for third-graders. She said that in her
view, the emphasis on testing is the worst part of the law, and too many schools now are
focused on preparing children to take tests.

But she praised the general goals of the federal law, saying, "Closing the achievement
gap (between have and have-not students) must be our number one priority.”

Concern for students learning English

Another witness was Cheryl Clancy, principal of Kosciuszko Middle School in
Milwaukee, a school that has been on the progress list for several years running. She said
that the law focused attention in her school on raising student achievement and that
scores have gone up. though they remain lower than desired.

But she criticized the law for requiring students who have been learning to speak English
for as little as three years to take the tests in English. Nearly half the students at her
school are learning English. she said.

Clancy also said she is concerned that the law's provisions sometimes work to impose
sanctions on schools where students are making significant progress. She said she would
like to see money now made available to students for tutoring and other services outside
of school used instead to pay for school sessions in the summer. She said that would have
a bigger impacl.

After the hearing, Thompson said he hopes the commission, funded by the Aspen
Institute, will come up with ways to improve parts of the law that are causing difficulties.
But he said the law as a whole remains the best way to move education forward
nationally.
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Thompson said that there has not been enough improvement overall in the educational
success of American children and that the country needs "a quantum step forward.”

BEGINNING SUNDAY

Are Milwaukee's public high school students prepared for the next step in their lives?
And does it really help to break up large, comprehensive schools such as North Division?
Alan I. Borsuk and Sarah Carr of the Journal Sentinel staft take you inside MPS schools
in a special four-day series.

Copyright 2006, Journal Sentinel Inc. All rights reserved. (Note: This notice does not
apply to those news items already copyrighted and received through wire services or
other media.)
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Washington Post

Tuesday, February 13, 2007

Had Enough Top-Down Reform?
By Jay Mathews

Here comes another helpful report from a five-star, blue-ribbon, highly respected,
sertous-minded, no-nonsense, ground-breaking, cannot-be-ignored, significant national
commission,

The report of The Commission on No Child Left Behind, co-chaired by former
Wisconsin governor and former U.S. Health and Human Services secretary Tommy G.
Thompson and former Georgia governor Roy L. Barnes and sponsored by the Aspen
Institute, was released this morning. It says all the right things about how to produce
more effective teachers and principals, better school-assessment systems and more
sensible ways of helping our most disadvantaged children.

This may be the most prestigious of the groups recommending improvements in the No
Child Left Behind law. But it isn't the only one. As Congress lurches toward
reauthorizing the most ambitious federal education law in our history, we are hearing all
kinds of suggestions about No Child Left Behind from every imaginable quarter.

But the more 1 read these well-intended documents. the more | wonder. Haven't we had
enough of this stuff? Are we really going to get significant improvement in our lowest-
performing schools through more reports telling us how to fix the federal rules?

I share the view of the majority of Congress, and the leaders of both major parties, that
No Child Left Behind was a good idea. It forced the states to pay attention (o the poor
teaching in our low-income neighborhood schools. That was something many of those
states failed 1o do under an earlier law that asked them nicely but had no serious penalties
if they told Washington to mind its own business. Nearly everybody in education
applauds No Child Left Behind's insistence on measuring the progress each school and
district is making in helping low-income students, learning-disabled students, students
from immigrant families and students from the most neglected minority groups.

There are recommendations in the Thompson-Barnes report that I think both make sense
and have a chance of being implemented. Assessing teacher quality based on improved
achievement of their students, allowing low-income school principals to refuse to accept
teachers who have not met the highest quality standards, requiring education schools to
teach courses that prepare future teachers for the real-life conditions of inner city
classrooms and requiring states to evaluate the effectiveness of federally-mandated after-
school tutoring are among the commission's best recommendations. Some of them may
find support on Capitol Hill.

But there is also a lot of mush in the report. As is usual with such commissions, the
members and staff want to make sure they reflect many points of views, since thoughtful
people took the trouble to attend their hearings and share their favorite ideas.
Unfortunately, many of these proposals don't make much sense.

The Thompson-Barnes commission recommends that the federal government hold
schools accountable for improving graduation rates. That sounds great, but it will do little
good because we have yet to develop techniques that significantly improve graduation
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rates in low-income schools of anything but the smallest sizes. Another commission
recommendation, requiring high-performing schools to reserve 10 percent of their seats
for students who want to transfer from low-performing schools. is also bad. Nearly
anyone can sce it is a recipe for parental revolt and administrative disaster. A third
recommendation, increasing the amount of federal funds set aside by the states for school
improvement from 4 to 5 percent of school poverty allocations, will likewise do little.
State officials can define "school improvement programs” any way they like and send the
money to the least troublesome programs, which arc ofien the least effective.

Some of the commission recommendations might bear fruit, but most of them will just
spark more of the arguments over turf and image that characterize much of what passes
for school reform these days.

In Virginia, where 1 sit at my desk in Alexandria and sort through these reports, we have
a bitter argument going on between the school superintendent and school board of Fairfax
County and one of the county's best-known residents, U. S. Education Secretary Margaret
Speltings. Along with at Jeast two other Virginia school districts, Fairfax is refusing to
follow the rule set by Spellings' department that they, like the vast majority of other
schoot districts in the country, give children from immigrant families the same state
assessment test they give all their other students.

There are reasonable arguments on both sides. Fairfax says 80 percent of the county's
students of limited English proficiency are already getting the state test, and the
remaining children are in the early stages of learning the language. To these children, the
test would be mostly incomprehensible and a waste of time. Spellings says that itis
important 1o measure just how far behind they are, and that the law will not work if some
rich and powerful districts such as Fairfax, as in the bad old days before No Child Left
Behind, are allowed to tell the federal rule makers to go take a long jump into their
nearest recreational reservoir.

Fixing schools is not supposed to be about adult fits of pique and petulance. It is
supposed to be about kids.

it is, T admit, borderline ridiculous for me 1o suggest that we stop spending so much time
and money pumping the federal law full of new rules, because this is America and that is
about the only way the officials we elect know how 1o change things they don't like. But
it would be helpful, I think, if we embraced the likely delays in fixing No Child Lefi
Behind and used the time to think about other ways to go at this.

1 would like to take much of the money the Education Department spends getting states
to obey the law and invest it instead in the department's admirable programs to identify
which public schools are doing the best jobs educating low-income children, and why
they are succeeding,

The schools that have surprised me by raising student achievement far above expectations
have rarely done that because state and federal school officials gave them new rules to
follow. In nearly every case, good teachers found methods that worked and persuaded
other good teachers to join them for the joy of working in schools where they knew their
efforts would help kids in a big way.

Bottom-up reform, 1 realize, is ofien slow and uncertain. But is top-down refonn any
better? A little bit more of the former, and a bit less of the latter, might be the way to go.



The next several good-hearted national commissions could then spend their time not
fiddling with the law, but finding the schools that work and explaining to the rest of us
why that happened. and how other schools could do the same.
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Gannett News Service
Tuesday, February 13, 2007
By Ledyard King

WASHINGTON _ Student test scores should be used as a factor to determine whether
teachers and principals arc doing their jobs effectively, a new report from the No Child
Left Behind Commission recommends.

The bipartisan commission, examining ways to improve the landmark education act that
expires next year, is proposing that educators in low-performing. high-poverty schools
show improvement in their students or face transfer to another school.

"Teacher quality is the most important factor for improving school quality, especially for
disadvantaged children," former Gov. Roy Barnes, D-Ga,, said during a Capitol Hill news
conference Tuesday where the report was released. "Instead of simply looking at
qualifications, we believe that teachers should have the opportunity to demonstrate their
eflectiveness in the classroom."

Bames co-chairs the 15-member panel with former Gov. Tommy Thompson, R-Wis. The
report offers 75 recommendations to Congress, which is discussing how to renew and
improve the 5-year-old law that expires in 2008,

The commission also is asking the federal government to let more schools meet academic
progress goals by tracking the growth individual students make over time rather than
comparing this year's third grade to last year's third grade.

1t also wants all high school seniors to take a test measuring their readiness for college or
work and wants to add science to the subjects {(math and reading) where test scores
determine whether a school is making adequate yearly progress.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., who chairs the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
Committee, blessed the panel's work, saying he expected many of the recommendations
"are going to see life."

One of the most controversial proposals calls for states to use test scores as one of several

evaluations in assessing whether teachers and principals are effective. Those who don't
do well would be given additional training and could be transferred out of their schools.

Current Jaw only requires that teachers be qualified to teach their subject.

Teachers unions have generally resisted programs tying test scores to performance. In
Houston and Florida, teachers objected to plans that offered bonuses to teachers who
raised student achievement.

Commission member Thomas Hobart objected to using scores to judge teachers. He said
classroom instruction is only one of several factors that determine how well children
score on tests.

"] don't think it's fair,” said Hobart, former president of New York State United Teachers.
"We're trying to put off the entire problem on teachers.”

Michael J. Petrilli, a former education official in President George W, Bush's
administration, was not impressed with many of the commission's recommendations,




18

saying they didn't stress school choice enough for parents. And although he likes the idea
of monitoring teacher performance through test scores, he thought the panel shouldn't
have prescribed a federal remedy.

"How do you make this work from Washington?" asked Petrilli, now with the Thomas B.
Fordham Foundation in Washington, D.C. "The federal push should stay focused on
resuits: Is student achievement rising? But in terms of which teachers (are effective),
those decisions should be left at the local level.”

Highlights
Recommendations from the No Child Left Behind Commission report include:

_ Allow more states to measure academic growth of students year to year as a way to
determine whether schools are making adequate yearly progress.

_ Create better data systems to track individual progress of students over time,

_ Use test scores as one of several factors to determine whether teachers and principals in
high-poverty schools are effective,

_ Use incentives {o encourage states to adopt a defined sct of national standards in math,
reading and science.

_ Require that any subgroup (blacks, Hispanics, special education, etc.) with at least 20
students count in calculating whether the school makes adeguate yearly progress.

_ Test 12th graders on their college and work readiness.

_Add science 1o math and reading as subjects where test scores determine whether a
school is making adequate yearly progress

What other groups want

While many education interest groups disagree on specifics of improving the law, most
want Washington to provide more flexibility and aid.

"Demands are placed on schools to improve student achievement without sufficient
resources to hire qualified teachers, expand compensatory education programs, upgrade
technology, implement parent involvement, and repair facilitics," National PTA President
Anna Weselak said.

_ The National Parent Teachers Association wants explicit language that would force
states and schools to share more information with parents about how to get involved in
their children's schools and how schools are doing in meeting the law's requirements.
www.pta.or

_ The Council of Chief State School Officers is asking for more flexibility to measure
student growth. It also wants schools with only small groups of failing students to have
less severe penalties than schools that are clearly low-performing. www.ccsso.org

_ The National Education Association, whose teachers say the emphasis on math and
reading has forced schools to abandon other subjects, wants states to be given the latitude




to test any grades it wants to. The current law calls for testing of math and reading in
grades three through eight and once in high school. www.nea.org

_ The National School Boards Association wants more flexibility when it comes to
testing of special education and non-English speaking students. www.nsba.org
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The Associated Press
Tuesday, February 13, 2007
Bipartisan commission studying education law calls for stepped-up

teacher quality
By Nancy Zuckerbrod, AP Education Writer

A rewritten No Child Left Behind law should measure teacher performance. a private
bipartisan panel said Tuesday.

In all. the commission issued 75 recommendations in a report meant to guide Congress in
updating the 5-year-old law this ycar.

Former Georgia Democratic Gov. Roy Barnes and Republican Tommy Thompson, who
served as Health and Human Services secretary under President Bush and govermor of
Wisconsin, led the commmission. It was established by the Aspen Institute, a nonpartisan
think tank.

One recommendation would require schools to measure progress made by a teacher's
students over a three-year period.

The law, which requires testing in reading and math in grades three through eight and
once in high school, does not measure the effectiveness of individual teachers. It does
require teachers to be certified, have a bachelor's degree and a demonstrated knowledge
of their subjects.

"The Commission believes that it is time 10 raise the bar and allow all teachers to
demonstrate their effectiveness in the classroom rather than just their qualifications for
entering it." the report said.

Teachers could be forced out of schools if they failed to improve, under the commission's
recommendation.

Schools currently must meet yearly progress goals under the law. If schools miss those
marks, they can be labeled as needing improvement and may face consequences.

However, the report calls the current system of measuring progress "a fairly blunt
mstrument” and recommended giving schools credit for making strides, even if they fall
short of a specific goal.

The report also recommends closing a loophole under the law that has allowed states to
set aside the scores of specific groups of students.

States have a lot of flexibility in determining how large those set-asides should be, and an
Associated Press review last year found that nearly 2 million students were not being
counted when schools reported yearly progress by racial groups.

The commission also is calling for changes 1o the way some special education students
are assessed. Currently about 10 percent-of students are given alternate tests and
measured against benchmarks that are different from the ones used 10 assess general
education students.

The report recommends allowing an additional 10 percent of special education students to
also be judped against different benchmarks.




The commission also says a new test should be added in high school 10 assess students’
readiness to do college-level work or enter the job market.
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National Journal Congress Daily PM
Tuesday, February 13, 2007
EDUCATION : 'No Child' Parnel Urges Focus On Teacher, Principal

Quality
By Jessica Brady

An independent commission of educators and former elected officials released their
recommendations to strengthen the No Chiid Left Behind law today, including a sharper
focus on improving the quality of teachers and principals, new testing in science and
requirements that high performing schools to save 10 pereent of their space for transfer
students from low-performing schools. "We hope this report will serve as a blueprint for
Congress and the administration as they work to reauthorize NCLB this year," said
former HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson, the Republican co-chairman of the Aspen
Institute's Commission on No Child Left Behind. Former Georgia Democratic Gov. Roy
Bames, the other co-chairman, said the panel's 74 recommendations are aimed to
"quicken the closing of the achievement gap.”

The 15-member commission proposed tweaking NCLB's tcacher quality provision by
basing measurement of a teacher's effectiveness in the classroom on test scores over three
years and installing a peer review process. Under the panel's approach, if teacher
effectiveness does not improve after three years, even after additional training and
mentoring, instructors could lose their jobs. Principals should be evaluated, the
commission said, by requiring them to earn centification based on requirements set by
each state and by having their schools measured against similar institutions. Needy
schools also should be required to reserve part of their Title | money for professional
development programs for principals, the commission said. In addition, the commission
urged a leveling of salaries at low- and high-performing schools 1o entice teachers to
work at schools in poor areas,

The panel recommended that schools with high turnover should be required to create
action plans to recruit and retain teachers, an issue not addressed by existing law. Schools
deemed needing improvement would have to draft a corrective action plan and be re-
evaluated one year after enacting that plan. The law now re-evaluates schools the year
immediately after they are Jabeled as underperforming. The panel's final report also
addresses a handful of issues already being raised in the debate over NCLB, such as
including science assessment scores in yearly evaluations and establishing a searchable
database to track student achievement overtime. "The recommendations of this panel are
going to see life," said Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Chairman
Kennedy. In addition 10 increased funding, Kennedy said his panel will focus on cutting
student dropout rates.

Concerns about college readiness were reflected in the commission’s proposal for testing
graduating seniors. The group also suggests comparing the results of state-administered
NCLB tests with National Assessment of Educational Progress scores. The proposal is
intended to ensure states are measuring students with the same high standards. Sen.
Christopher Dodd, D-Conn., and Rep. Vernon Ehlers. R-Mich.. introduced legislation
in January that would offer states additional money if they voluntarily match their NCLB
assessments with NAEP standards.
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CQ Today
Tuesday. February 13, 2007
No Child Left Behind Panel Unveils Recommendations, Steers Clear of

Hot Buttons
By Michael Sandler and Libby George, CQ Staff

A bipartisan panel evaluating the 2002 education law unveiled more than 70 potential
changes Tuesday, providing the opening arguments for a contentious reauthorization
debate set to begin this spring.

"All of us are really waiting to delve into these recommendations and give life to these
recommendations in the reauthorization," said Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., who will
play a leading role in writing the legislation as chairman of the Senate Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Comimittee.

No Child Left Behind. as the law (PL 107-110) is commonly known, is considered the
most significant domestic policy achievement of the Bush administration. Perhaps more
importantly, it stands as proof that Bush and Democrats can work together -- a distinction
more important than ever with Democrats in charge of Congress.

The well-publicized cooperation that helped Republicans and Democrats work together in
2001 was followed by a torrent of criticism over the last five years. Those disagreements,
between Democrats and Republicans and among interest groups, now threaten to delay
reauthorization.

For the most part, though, the Commission on No Child Left Behind steered clear of the
most difficult political pitfalls.

It made no recommendations of funding levels for new and existing programs. Democrats
have accused Bush and the Republican Congress of failing to deliver money he promised
as part of the deal that cleared the way for passage. They say higher funding is essential if
the law is 1o be reauthorized.

The panel also did not take a position on vouchers for private schools, a major element 1n
the Bush administration's proposal.

The chairmen were optimistic that the mood is once again ripe for bipartisan partnership
between Bush and the two Democratic chairmen who goide the committees with major
jurisdiction -- Kennedy and George Miller of California.

"I think the administration wants to return to something other than lrag and this gives an
opportunity,” said Democrat Roy E. Bames. the committee’s co-chairman and a former
governor of Georgia { 1999-2003). "I think a new leadership in Congress wants to show
they can work on a bipariisan fashion . . . This presents the framework -- a blueprint -
that they can have for some quick action.”
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Republican Tommy G. Thompson, the co-chairman and former Secretary of Health and
Human Services from 2001-05 and Wisconsin governor (1987-2001), agreed. But
Thompson warned that the clock is ticking,

"I think next year is going to be hard for anything to pass because the city closes down
during a presidential electton,” said Thompson. "Nexi year is going to be even more so
because everybody is running. There's not going to be anybody left to vote because
everybody is going to be in lowa or New Hampshire or wherever the case may be."

Included in that list is Thompson, who has formed an exploratory committee for the 2008
race.

Under the law, underperforming schools -- those that fail to meet certain annual
benchmarks -- face several consequences, including allowing students to transfer to other
public schools and to use federal dollars for private tutors. The list of the commission's
recommendations included a broad array of ideas, including:

- Adding an exit exam for high school students to take their senior year.

- Creating a national model that would serve as the benchmark for individual state
standardized tests.

- Broadening the standard for "highly qualified teachers" to "highly qualified and
effective teachers” by adding new requirements that tie their performance to "learning
gains” and positive evaluations. The recommendations also call for requiring states to
develop new data systems that track student progress.

- Requiring schools that have demonstrated "adequate yearly progress” for students to
reserve 10 percent of their seats for transfers from underperforming schools.

- Allowing schools 1o receive credit for students meeting benchmarks if those students
are on a three-year "growth trajectory” based on assessment scores.

- Clarifying rules for including students with disabilities in calculating adequate yearly
progress.

- Adding new standards {or principals that measure their performance against those of
their students.

Interest groups are already zeroing in on the recommendations, specifically the changes
that would apply 1o teachers.

Joel Packer, director of education policy for the National Education Association, the
nation's largest teachers union, said the proposed revisions to the "highly qualified"
standards are a bad idea because many teachers have already made the effort to meet
current standards. The changes. Packer said, would create "a new set of hoops everyone
has to jump through."”

"We think it's an ill-conceived proposal for a variety of reasons,” Packer said.




At the other end of the spectrum, Michael Petrilli, vice president for national programs
and policy and the conservative Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, called the new teaching
requirements "a disaster. " He said the overall recommendations go too far toward
creating more bureaucracy at a time when schools should be free of "micromanaging” by
the federal government.

"There are surely lots of good ideas. But there are lots of bad ideas. It seems they have
lefl no idea behind,” said Petrilli. "If this is to be a first draft of the reauthorization, it's a
breathtaking expansion of the federal role in education.”
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News 10 Sacramento

February 13, 2007

Commission: No Child Left Behind law needs overhaul
By Michael Langely and Karen Massie

The Commission on No Child Lefi Behind (NCLB) has released a report recommending
Congress make much needed changes in the federal education law.

Former 1.8, Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson and former
Georgia Gov. Roy Barnes are co-chairman of panel which has spent a year talking to
teachers, principals, parents and students about the impact of NCLB on schools.
Thompson said, "This report is the blueprint for how we can really make the No Child
Left Behind law better.”

The commission is recommending that Congress redefine what a "quality teacher” is and
make sure that low-income schools have equal access to effective teachers. The group
also wants lawmakers to establish national education standards instead of allowing each
state 1o set their own. Panel members added that the current accountability system is too
punitive and needs to accurately reflect the academic strides being made by schools and
individual students,

The Commission made 75 recommendations to update and improve the law. In the report,
commissioners call for teachers to demonstrate their effectiveness in the classroom and
not just their qualifications for entering it. The report concludes that teachers should face
penalties. including dismissal, for failing to improve student test scores over a period of
several years.

"We live in a new, intemational, competitive, global economy and our children have 1o
be able to compete on that international basis.” said Bames,

Right now many California schools designated as failing to make the Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) under NCLB are lauded by the states for improving test scores and their
Academic Performance Index (API). Such is the case for Northwood Elementary School
in the North Sacramento School District. In 2000 the school's API was 525. Last year the
API had jumped to 706 but still the school is listed as needing Program Improvement
under NCLB.

Principal Renee Scott-Femeneclla said the school needed 23 of its 92 English language
learners to be proficient in Language Arts. Test scores showed only 21 are proficient. So
a notice has gone home to parents telling them the school has failed. Scott-Femenella
said, "That's not fair. The teachers and staff have worked hard to help our kids. We
analyze our test scores to determine which students need extra help. We've come a long
way since | first arrived and someone is still saying it's not good enough.”
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San Bernardino County Sun

February 13, 2007

‘No Child’ Educatiorn Law Gets Reviewed
by Charlotte Hsu

When hundreds of schooi-board members converged on Washington last month to
express concerns 1o legislators and officials about a federal education law, Education
Secretary Margaret Spellings was the only person who seemed reluctant to discuss
change, said Lynda Savage, a San Bernardino school-board member in attendance.

Today, critics and supporters of the five- year-old law, including Spellings, will be
waiting to hear the final recommendations of a bipartisan commission charged with
reviewing the legislation.

The law, known as No Child Left Behind, requires a rising percentage of students at
every school to be proficient on state tests in math and English each year. Populations
within a student body, including disabled students and children still learning English,
must also meet! the proficiency targets. Schools that miss goals in consecutive years are
sanctioned.

The law has enjoyed widespread bipartisan support, although many legislators have
called for tweaking it.

Sen. Edward Kennedy and Rep. George Miller, Democrats who chair the Senate and
House committees on education, will join the Commission on No Child Left Behind
when it announces its recommendations today in Washington, D.C.

The 15-member commission, chaired by former Health and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Gov. Roy Barnes, has spent a year conducting
hearings and research on the law, which is up for reanthorization.

Critiques of NCLB at the National School Boards Association's Federal Relations
Network conference in January touched on many issues relevant to the Inland Empire,
said Savage and fellow San Bernardine City Unifted School District board member
Teresa Parra, who also attended.

Legislators were receptive to educators' ideas, Savage said.
b3

"These guys really know what we're talking about," Savage said. "The onc thing that was
extremely discouraging was the secretary of education, Margaret Spellings. ... She was
extremely poorly received. 1t was almost embarrassing.”

In a speech last month on NCLB, Spellings said the law was responsible for improved
test scores for many students. She emphasized the importance of the legislation at a time
when children who are poor, black or Latino lag behind their peers in academics.
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However, educators say that while they see the value of keeping public schools
accountable, NCLB needs to give schools more money to fix problems. The cost of
meeting provisions of the law has totaled millions of dollars for school districts, including
San Bernardino - money that could be spent on other programs, Savage said.

Educators would like the law to allow states to give alternate exams 1o students who are
not yet fluent in English, and to allow kids 1o test more than once a year. Many arca
schools have been classified as failing because of poor performance among English
learners.

Local officials want NCLB to authorize states to usc their own systems, instead of the
regimen of proficiency targets, to gauge student success.

In a proposal Jast month, President Bush suggested allowing states to measure success by
tracking individual students' progress, but he insisted states meet NCLB's original goal of
having all students proficient by 2014,

Jo Ann Webb, a Department of Education spokeswoinan, said officials are reviewing
whether California’s way of tracking progress can be used to measure achievement under
NCLB. California does not have a system capabie of following individual children
through their school careers, but expects to complete one by 2009, according to the state
Education Department.

A point of contention between the president and educators lies in the law's treatment of
"school choice." NCLB lets parents move children {rom schools that miss proficiency
targets to schools that are meeting goals.

Although school boards would like to place limits on that provision of the legislation,
President Bush said he would like to see it expanded. His plan for NCLB includes
"Promise Scholarships” and "Opportunity Scholarships.” school voucher programs that
could pay for children to attend private institutions. Schools deemed failing under NCLB
would be forced to let parents choose from alternatives including private school.




29

USA Today
February 14, 2007
What makes 2 teacher 'effective'?; Recommendations pave the way for

national debate
By Greg Toppo

WASHINGTON -- Even at a glance, Zakia Sims seems like a good teacher: Her
classroom at William Lloyd Garrison Elementary School is quict, orderly and inviting,
with students' work on the walls and a cardboard display case groaning with books,

She leads her first-graders quickly through their morning drill. Most come along happily,
listening intently and raising their hands as they sit on the rug.

Aflerward, Sims jokes about cultivating the routine that. to an outsider, looks so smooth.
"That took a long time," she says. "A very long time."

With a master's degree from nearby Howard University and a highly coveted National
Board certificate, Sims, 31, is arguably one of the city's most highly qualified teachers:
Only 16 of the city's 5,000 teachers are board-certified. But in a few years, her credentials
might not help her keep her job.

Tt might come down to this: How well do her 6- and 7-year-olds do on standardized tests?

When Congress reauthorizes President Bush's No Child Left Behind education law in
the next year or two, lawmakers almost certainly will add provisions that allow
administrators to tie many teachers' jobs to student achievement.

Among recommendations issued Tuesday by the Commission on No Child Left Behind,
a blue-ribbon panel assembled by the Aspen Institute, a non-partisan think tank, is a call
to assess teachers "by their effectiveness in raising student achievement” rather than just
their qualifications. It also proposes using evaluations by principals and fellow teachers.
Under the proposal, student achievement would count for no less than half of a teacher's
score.

Other experts have proposed similar ideas to replace the law's teacher ratings, which have
been widely criticized as weak. The current ratings take into account only teachers’
credentials: their college major or professional training and subject matter knowledge -
asking, for instance, whether a French teacher knows French. And even when teachers
don't meet such standards, states can call them qualified anyway if teachers have taught
for long enough and consistently get satisfactory evaluations.

So what makes a teacher effective? And should teachers' jobs -- their carcers, really -- be
pinned on a couple of pages' worth of bubble answer sheets their students fill in each
spring?

The push to rate teachers not by "inputs” (How did they get to the elassroom?) bul by
i y 1y Yg 3
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"outputs” (What are they doing for kids?) is revolutionary and welcomed by many. The
panel's co-chairman, former Georgia governor Roy Barnes, says that as part of an overall
analysis, "it's entirely appropriate.”" He also chairs the board that oversees National Board
Cenrtification,

The idea already is challenging schools in several states to find a better way to pay
teachers. Even now, several big cities are experimenting with higher salaries based on
student scores and looking at ways to tempt good teachers into troubled inner-city
schools where they're needed most.

Drastic response

But experts say that if tying effectiveness to test scores is broadly applied to schools
nationwide, it risks unfairly putting down or dismissing thousands of good teachers.

"In the abstract, which is why it has gained so much currency, it sounds like a fantastic
idea,"” says Kate Walsh of the National Council on Teacher Quality, a Washington
rescarch and advocacy group.

But Walsh is "very skeptical about whether it's practical,” because it's so difficult to judge
teachers objectively by students' work. Such "value-added” measures are still being
developed and aren't completely reliable, Walsh says.

In a worst-case scenario, the system could sow such distrust that teachers and principals
simply cheat to raise scores.

That happened in 2003 in Chicago, where researchers estimated that as many as 5% of
elementary school teachers cheated, typically by erasing wrong test answers and
substituting correct ones,

Last year, Texas officials investigated nearly 700 schools for cheating, and similar probes
have found cheating in California, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and elsewhere.
In one Texas case in 2005, 22 teachers lost their jobs.

"If you don't think the system’s fair, you're more likely to approach it dishonestly,” Walsh
says.

The Aspen proposal represents only a tentative first step that, for now, could make it
fairly easy for teachers to keep their jobs, commission materials suggest.

It averages three years of test data and applics only to teachers who teach three core
subjects: English, math and science, (That would apply to most elementary school
teachers, who tend to teach all three.) Teachers would have to stay out of only the bottom
25% of teachers in their state to remain in good standing, and they would have seven
years to climb out of the bottom quarter. After two years, they'd have to get training, and
after three, their principal would have to write a letter notifying parents that their




children's teacher is struggling to meet "highly qualified and effective” critena. After
seven years, the teacher would be barred from a school receiving federal Title I money
for low-income students.

Tests, states may not jibe

The criteria could make the proposal a hard sell with teachers, who already complain that
tests required by No Child Left Behind are unfairly Jabeling thousands of schools as
needing improvement.

Antonia Cortese of the American Federation of Teachers says that, in many cases, state
standards, which dictate what is taught day to day, do not synchronize with what is on the
tests. A recent study by the group found that only 11 states had standards aligned with
tests required by the law.

Rather than tying jobs to test scores, Cortese says, Congress should work to make the
current system "more trustworthy” by simplifying it and by tying tests more closely to
state standards.

But what about the teachers who already are experimenting with pay-for-performance
plans? Cortese holds out hope for those experiments because teachers chose them, and
they weren't thrust upon them by Congress.

“The difference is that teachers agreed through collective bargaining that they'd walk
down this rovte and really explore it," she says. "When they run into a wrinkle, it's an
easier thing to adjust than some federal law."

Reg Weaver, president of the National Education Association, says the notion of a
principal sending home a letter telling parents of a teacher's inadequacy is insulting.
"What kind of crap is that?"

Weaver says the "effective" teachers proposal in general would violate local collective
bargaining agreements, which in most cases explicitly detail the working conditions and
evaluation processes. "The federal government should stay away from determining what
goes into a local contract,” he says.

'It can't just be teachers'
As in all good first-grade classrooms, nearly everything in Zakia Sims’ room is labcled.

At recess, the girls line up on the linoleum behind a worn sticker that reads Queens. The
boys stand behind Kings.

The overhead projector boasts a foot-long placard that reads, "Our Overhead Projector.”
Behind Sims' desk is a tall steel cabinet covered in red contact paper and labeled, "My
Professional Corner!”
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Many schools encourage teachers to sct up these displays to get students interested in
going to college. but Sims’ is impressive. It's plastered top-to-bottom with laminated
copies of her credentials: a bachelor's degree from the University of California-Davis, a
master's from Howard, and teaching licenses from California and the District of
Columbia. There's a D.C. Public Schools "Distinguished Educator” award, and on and on.
Last December, she climbed teaching's Everest by earning the coveted certificate from
the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.

One recent moming, Sims gathers her first-graders in a circle, points to a colorful
calendar on the wall and tums to the business at hand: deconstructing February.

"Who can tell me the date for the third Saturday in February?" she asks. It's a Tuesday
morning, and her students have been in school for an hour. But several seem unfocused.
"All eyes on the calendar,” she exhorts. "l need a date.”

The daughter of educators, Sims grew up in San Jose, Calif., and attended private
schools. She double-majored in sociology and history at UC-Davis and studied
educational supervision and administration at Howard. She went to work at Garrison in
2000.

Most mornings, her students show up early to get the free breakfast offered in the
cafeteria, but this morning two boys didn't arrive on time. When a visitor shows up, a
volunteer aide is watching the class. Afier a few moments Sims arrives, a breakfast tray
in either hand.

Sims actually welcomes the Aspen idea to judge her by her kids' work -- with a caveat:
The school board and superintendent had better come up with the money to get her all the
supplies and help she needs. And parents had better get their kids to school on time,
rested, well dressed and well fed. "All the stakcholders need to be involved," she says. "It
can't just be teachers."

Last November, budget cuts forced Garrison to cut one teacher's job. Overnight, Sims'
class grew by nearly 50%, from 16 students to 23 - big for first grade.

How did she deal with it?

"You just open your arms up a little bit more,"
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U.S. News & World Report

February 14, 2607

Commission Suggests Changes to No Child Left Behind Law
By Elizabeth Weiss Green

A bipartisan commission delivered more than 200 pages of recommendations on
improving the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act on Tuesday—-the most detailed set of
recommendations Congress has received yet on the 2002 law, which comes up for
renewal this year. Early debate between congressional Democrats and the White House
had made many observers wonder whether a bipartisan reauthorization would happen this
year. But the emphasis yesterday was on urgency, and—one important dissent from the
teacher's unions aside—the NCLB Commission received early praise from both
Republican and Democratic congressional leaders and the Department of Education.

The commission—which includes two former governors, the chairman of Intel and the
CEOQ of State Farm, as well as a former teachers’ union president and a recently retired
middle school teacher—spent the past year studying the controversial law, holding 12
public hearings. lts report offers 75 ideas. many of them aggressive changes—including
making teachers’ employment dependent upon their students' test scores, building science
tests into the accountability structure, and drawing up a set of voluntary national
standards. These reforms are tough bui not as controversial as some of the
recommendations the White House issued in January, like private school vouchers and
district takeovers.

Al the top of the list is a call for voluntary national standards. NCLB mandates that every
state drafls its own standards and makes matching annual tests, on which all students
would have to score "proficiently” by 2014. Each state complied, but each wrote very
different tests with very different definitions of "proficient.” Many of them, the
commission suggests, are not high enough. "When young people in Milwaukee and
Atlanta are competing with young people in Beijing and Bangladore,” the report argues,
"it is difficult to understand why Wisconsin's definition of proficiency should be different
from Georgia's."

Another recommendation would add science tests to the law's accountability regime,
asking all students to prove proficiency in science by 2014 as well as math and reading.

Both of those recommendations could prove politically difficult. Unions and local leaders
are wary of more high-stakes testing, and national standards have long faced opposition
from locai leaders concerned about federal intrusion. "It's not that we teach math
dillerently,” explains Chris Lohse, the Montana State Education Agency's federal liaison.
"It's just we're not sure the beltway understands how math should be taught.”

But the commission emphasized it thinks the day for national standards has come. "The
debate that has been raging since the time of Lyndon B. lohmson... was settled by No
(hild Lefl Behind," says Roy Barnes, the former Georgta governor and the commission's
cochair. arguing there is now widespread agreement that education is primarily a federal
responsibility. "The sky did not fall. 1 think they're ready for it. 1t's the next logical step."
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Indeed, Sen. Edward Kennedy already has introduced legislation recommending
voluntary national standards.

It was not national standards but a recommendation by the commission on teacher quality
that proved the most controversial today, with one commission member-Thomas Hobart
Jr., the former president of New York State United Teachers and vice president of the
American Federation of Teachers-dissenting, and both the AFT and the National
Education Association slamming the idea. That recommendation would require teachers
not just to prove they are "highly qualified,” a mandate of the law judged via certificates
and diplomas, but also "highly qualified effective,” a provision that would be judged via
students' test scores. If teachers did not show that they had improved student test scores
as well as three quarters of their peers had for three years in a row, they would face
serious consequences, including not being allowed to teach in certain schools,
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The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Sunday, February 18, 2007

OUR OPINION: How effective are teachers? Under a new proposal of
accountability, parents could learn the essential answer

By Maurecen Downey

As changes go, it doesn't sound like much. But its implications could be considerable.

The federal No Child Left Behind Act, now up for reauthorization, requires that children
in poverty-stricken school districts be tanght by "highly qualified” teachers. Now, a
commission charged with improving the law says it's even more important that those
teachers be "highly effective."

"Highly qualified” is measured by what's listed on a person's resume --- what degrees a
teacher has, what experience he or she has.

"Highly effective” is something quite different. a matter of measuring a teacher's actual
performance in the classroom, and that's what makes it controversial.

Many teachers and teacher groups argue that there's no fair way to gauge classroom
effectiveness, and they resist any movement toward performance-based assessments, But
their argument suffers one fatal flaw; 1{ there's no possible way to distinguish ineffective
teaching, then it's also impossible to recognize eftective teaching.

And that's simply not the case. In many schools, principals and parents can easily point to
the teachers who are successful with students.

And research compiled by the private bipartisan Commission on No Child Left Behind
documents the importance of effective teachers for at-risk children.

The commission -— chaired by former Georgia Gov. Roy Barnes and former Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, and financed by several {foundations,
including the Gates Foundation --- cites a study in Texas where students of similar
backgrounds were {ollowed from fourth through sixth grades.

While the students began at the same academic point, one group fell three grade levels
behind by the end of sixth grade. The performance gap was traced to the lesser quality of
the teaching that group received.

"The qualified teacher requirements in No Child Left Behind are simply not leveraging
real quality in our classrooms,” says Barnes. "Instead of simply looking at qualitications,
we believe teachers should demonstrate their effectiveness in the classroom.”

To calculate teacher effectiveness, the commission wants states to compile achievement
scores for all students taught by each teacher over a three-year period. Armed with that
snapshot, states would compare the teacher to peers teaching students with similar
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demographics. The deciding factor would be whether students showed growth over those
three years.

Barnes admits that test scores may not give a complete picture of a teacher's abilities.
"That is the reason student improvement should not be the sole measures of teacher
effectiveness, but it should have a place.” he says. Evaluations from principals and
teacher peer reviews would also factor into the determination of whether a teacher has
been effective.

Teachers judged ineffective would not be fired from high poverty schools; they would
undergo professional development. However, if they continued to founder after three
years of help, they'd be dismissed.

"We cannot have the least effective teachers teaching the most disadvantaged children,”
says Barnes.

A similar scale would be applied to principals, who would have to demonstrate that their
schools are producing learning gains or lose their jobs.

The commission’s 75 recommendations will irk more than just teachers. For example, the
report points out that even when schools are labeled failing, the current law places too
much faith in school administrators to inform parents of their options to transfer to a
better school or get free tutoring for their children. As a result, fewer than 1 percent of
eligible children took advantage of the school choice option and fewer than 17 percent
lapped into the free tutoring,.

In addition, the commission's call for national standards is likely to generate complaints
from state legislatures that already resent federal intrusion into what has been a local
province.

Now, 50 sets of standards are in place establishing what children should learn and what
represents mastery, and many states --- including Georgia --- have set the bar for
proficiency too low.

For example, on a national test, just 26 percent of Georpia's fourth-graders met standards
for proficiency in reading. But on Georgia's homegrown test, 81 percent met the standard.

Proposed national standards would be voluntary, but states that forgo them for their own
standards would have to alert parents every year if there were a gap in how well students
performed on local tests and on national benchmark tests.

Typically, schools instst they want informed parents, yet little of the information that
goes home tells parents anything meaningful, such as whether their third-graders are
doing as well as kids in Boston or Baltimore. Nor is there any way for most Georgians 1o
know a teacher's frack record for raising student achievement.




In the past, schools have essentially told parents to trust them. If Congress adopis the
commission's recommendations. schools will have to show them.
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Education panel reviews standards
By Amy Fagan

A private bipartisan commission yesterday said Congress, as it renews the No Child Left
Behind law, should move toward national education standards and tests that states could
voluntarily adopt.

"It is an idea whose time has come,” said former Georgia Gov. Roy E. Barnes, a
Democrat who co-led the 15-member pancl. The group issued 75 recommendations for
lawmakers tasked with renewing the five-year-old law.

Former Health and Human Services Secretary and former Wisconsin Gov. Tommy G.
Thompson, a Republican, said Congress "is much more willing to take a look™ at this
type of idea now than it was in past years.

With the implementation of NCLB, "there's more pressure to improve the standard of
education,” said Mr. Thompson. who co-led the group with Mr. Barnes.

The current law requires testing in reading and math annually in grades three through
eight and once in high school, with the goal of having all students proficient by 2014,

The commission -- created by the Aspen Institute and funded by several education
groups, including the Bill & Melinda Gates FFoundation -- suggests that a national panel
be created to come up with national standards and tests for reading, math and science.

The proposal recommends the standards be voluntary for states. States could opt
instead to alter their existing standards or do nothing, but the government would examine
these states. compare their standards with the national ones. and make the results pubiic,
the report says.

Neal McCluskey, education analyst at the Cato Institute, said moving toward national
standards means eventually such standards will be forced on the states, and teachers
unions and other powerful interest groups will try to keep the standards low.

He said school choice is the best option but "unfortunately, the commission chose to
ignore real parental choice and to stick with top-down methods.”

Meanwhile, among its other recommendations, the panel would require states to
measure teachers' effectiveness. based mostly on three years' worth of student test scores.
Teachers who struggle would be given professional development help, but those still
struggling after seven ycars wouldn't be allowed to teach in low-income schools.
Principals also would be held to similarly high standards under the panel's plan.

'The National Education Association balked at this. NEA President Reg Weaver said
the "ill-conceived proposal would add even more bureaucratic hoops for teachers to jump
through without adding resources to get the job done.”

The panel also recommends that students must be profictent in science by 2014, that
high-performing public schools set aside 10 percent of their seals for students in
chronically failing schools. and that states evaluate the effectiveness of extra tutoring
help provided under the No Child Left Behind law.

And the panel's plan would change the way the law measures a school's yearly
performance, to give a school credit for making progress even if it falls short of a specific
goal.

Most of the top national education lcaders -~ including Education Secretary Margaret
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Spellings -- didn't comment extensively on specific recommendations, opting instead to
broadly congratulate the panel's yearlong effort and promise to discuss the suggestions.

Senate education panel Chairman Edward M. Kennedy, Massachusetts Democrat, said,
"today should mark the beginning of a broad, open and inclusive discussion.” Republican
education leaders such as Rep. Howard P. "Buck" McKeon of California echoed similar
sentiments.
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The Washington Post

February 14, 2007

'Ne Child' Commission Presents Ambitious Plan
By Amit R. Paley, Washington Post Staff Writer

A commission proposed a wide-reaching expansion of the No Child Left Behind law
yesterday that would for the first time require schools to ensure that all seniors are
proficient in reading and math and hold schools accountable for raising test scores in
science by 2014,

The 230-page bipartisan report, perhaps the most detailed blueprint sent to Congress thus
far as it considers renewal of the federal education law, also proposes sanctions for
teachers with poorly performing students and the creation of new national standards and

fests. -

The recommendations from the Commission on No Child Left Behind underscore that the
emerging debate over the law is not over whether it will continue, but rather over how
much it will be expanded and modified. Even the panel's leaders acknowledged that their
proposal 1s more sweeping than many politicians had expected or wanted.

"You're never going to hit a home run unless you swing for the fences, and this is
swinging for the fences" said Tommy G. Thompson, a former secretary of health and
human services in the Bush administration and a former governor of Wisconsin.
Thompson, a Republican who is weighing a run for president, co-chaired the commission
with tormer Georgia governor Roy E. Barnes, a Democrat,

In a Capitol Hill news conference, the chairmen of the House and Senate education
committees and the ranking Republican members praised the report. I believe so many
of their recommendations are going to see life,” said Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-
Mass.), chairman of the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Commmittee.

But eritics of the law attacked commission proposals that they said would expand the
reach of a law that is already too onerous.

“The current No Child Left Behind requirements are challenging enough,” said Reg
Weaver. president of the National Education Association, the nation's largest teachers
union. "We certamly don't need any more that are unworkable."

The 15-member commission, sponsored by the nonpartisan Aspen Institute, with support
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and other sources, recommended a number of
new testing requirements that would take effect sooner than elected officials had
proposed.

The Iaw requires testing in reading and math in grades 3 through 8 and once in high
school. with a goal of universal proficiency by 2014. Schools that fail to make yearly
progress toward that target face sanctions.
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If the commission's recommendations were adopted, schools would have to test students
in science three times from grades 3 through 12 and in reading and math in 12th grade.
The commission recommended sanctions for schools that do not make adequate progress
toward 100 percent proficiency on those tests by 2014,

That aim is more ambitious than the Bush administration's plan, unveiled last month,
which proposed sanctions for schools that did not make adequate progress toward full
proficiency in science by 2020. The administration did not suggest testing for high school
seniors (0 be taken into account when calculating sanctions for schools.

Senior Democratic lawmakers said yesterday that they were open to the commission's
testing recommendations. "We certainly support it. The question is whether we can work
it into the authorization," said Rep. George Miller (D-Calif.), chairman of the Education
and Labor Committee.

Kennedy added, "My own hope is that following science, we can get into history.”

Among 75 recommendations, the panel also proposed evaluating teachers on how well
their students perform. The law requires that teachers be highly qualified and demonstrate
mastery of the subjects they teach, but the commission said the law also should require
that teachers be highly effective. Teachers would have to meet that requirement by
showing that their students improved on tests.

The group also suggested creating national standards and tests that states would be
encouraged to adopt. If they did not, the Education Department would publicize where
state standards fall short.
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The New York Times

February 14, 2007

Tougher Standards Urged For Federal Education Law
By Diana Jean Schemo

No Child Left Behind. the federal education law, should be toughened to judge teachers
and principals by their students’ test scores, and to block chronically ineffective educators
from working in high-poverty schools, a private bipartisan commission recommended on
Tuesday.

The recommendations were in a report released here by the Commission on No Child
Lell Behind, a 15-member group led by former Gov. Roy E. Barnes of Georgia and
‘Tommy Thompson, the former secretary of the Department of Health and Human
Services, and financed by private foundations. The report is meant to be a blueprint for
Congress as it prepares to consider renewal of the law, President Bush's signature
education initiative, later this year.

The conmmission also proposed that states revamp their testing systems to track individual
student progress from year to year, and to give schools credit if students are within sight
of achievement 1argets, rather than only if they reach them.

The report drew praise from the leaders of the Congressional education committees and
the administration, but it was immediately attacked by the teachers' unions and others.

Edward J. McElroy, president of the American Fedcration of Teachers, said there were no
reliable assessment systems to tie student achievement to teacher performance. Currently
the law calls for low-income schools to have "highly qualified” teachers, with degrees in
the subjects they are teaching. The proposals would ratchet up that criteria.

"The highly qualified measure was only just introduced, and we're just coming to terms
with that,” Mr. McElroy said. "To add another hoop at this point in time just demoralizes
people. It's the opposite of what you'd want to do if you want the system to work."

Joel Packer, a lobbyist for the National Education Association, the nation's largest
teachers' union, also criticized the proposals, saying factors outside of school affect how
children fare academically.

Monty Neill, exccutive director of the National Center for Fair and Open Testing, which
is skeptical of standardized exams, said the recommendations "will only intensify
teaching to the test."

At a news conference to release the report, Mr. Bames said. "We believe our
recommendations will help improve academic achievement for our nation's studenis and,
most importantly, quicken the closing of the achievement gap.”

The chairmen and ranking members of the House and Scnate education commitiees
promised that the recommendations would be part of the debate over renewing the law.
That set this report apart from the flurry of proposals on updating No Child Left Behind
coming out in recent weeks.
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"I believe so many of their recommendations are going to see light,” said Senator Edward
M. Kennedy, Democrat of Massachusetts. and the chairman of the education comunittee.

Margaret Spellings. the education secretary, said in a statement that the recommendations
"recognize the sohid foundation built by N.C.L.B. and reaffirm the law's core principies.”

No Chiid Left Behind., enacted in early 2002, demands that all schools test students
annually in reading and math, and break down the resulis by ethnic, racial and income
groups. Schools where too {few students reach state-established targets for proficiency
face penalties, ranging from paying for private tutoring to reopening the school under
new management,

That number would surely grow with the commission's recommendations, which were
largely aimed at ratsing standards and closing loopholes in the law.

For example, the commission said the law should require more uniformity in how states
report student performance. Each state now chooscs the minimum number of students
who must be present for a school to report on test results by ethnic and other groups.
Some states set the bar so high that they largely sidestep the law's full scrutiny. Texas, for
example, sets the minimum at 200 students, while Maryland, at the other end, sets it at 5.

Citing broad variations in achievement standards between states, the commission also
recommended that states adopt a national standard of achievement, pegged to the
National Assessment of Educational Progress.

Its report compared the way in many states, students considered proficient in reading on
the state tests were not considered proficient on the National Assessment. In Mississippi,
for example, the state test found that 87 pereent of fourth graders were proficient in
reading. According to the national test, only 18 percent were.
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February 14, 2007

'Hungry for accountability’'

By Edward Lee Pitts and Christina Cooke, Staff Writers

Chattanooga, TN - Hamilton County Schools Superintendent Jim Scales said Tuesday
that while applauding the No Child Left Behind Act for forcing schools to look at
achievements of low-income or minority students, many aspects are "problematic” and in
need of revision.

"Let's get our heads together and make the necessary changes we can all agree on and
move forward," he said, adding that scrapping the law is not a good option. "The nation is
hungry for accountability, so if we don't have No Child Left Behind, we're going to have
something else.”

Upcoming changes 1o the sweeping federal education law shouid include a national
testing standard and evaluations for teachers, a private commission report released
Tuesday stated.

The landmark act, passed five years ago, is set to be resuthorized by Congress this year.
To guide lawmakers in their updating of the law, a commission, co-led by former Georgia
Gov. Roy Barnes and established by the Aspen Institute, unveiled 75 recommendations
that mostly were praised Tuesday by members of both political parties.

"We believe our recommendations will help improve academic achievement for our
nation's students and, most importantly, quicken the closing of the achievement gap," Mr,
Barnes said.

The No Child Lefi Behind Act requires schools 1o make adequate progress cach year
toward the goal of having 100 percent of students proficient in reading and math by 2014,
Schools that fail to make enough annual progress face consequences that worsen each

year.

Under the commission's recommendations, the government would take into account a
school’s achievement growth, not just its final scores.

East Ridge High principal Mark Bean said that in the public education system, where
schools are charged with teaching every student who walks through the door, requiring
single student to meet some standards, such as graduation within four years, can be
unrealistic.
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"If you can show improvement every year, | think that's where you should be
accountable,” he said.

Lorna Morris, who teaches algebra at Iast Ridge High, said setting too-tough
requirements sometimes has a negative effect on students.

“If some students don't meet the standards, they might eventually drop out because they
feel they can't,” she said.

The bipartisan commission, made up of educators, calls for establishing a more unified
set of standards nationwide, requiring regular teacher-performance reviews and designing
new tests to assess a student's readiness for college and the job market.

The commission favors encouraging more students at struggling schools to take
advantage of public school choice options. It also advocates allowing an additional
percentage of special education students to be cvaluated using a different set of

benchmarks.

Mr. Barnes said the rise of global competition means the nation no longer should close ifs
eyes on the importance of setting a national education standard. Each state now sets its
own standards and designs its own tests,

But U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., a member of the Senate Commitiee on Heaith,
Education, Labor and Pensions, said lawmakers might face roadblocks from educators
and state Jeaders skeptical that such a standard would give the federal government too
much oversight.

"You will run into a lot of political problems if you want a national standardized test." he
said.

Also among the report’s recommendations, teachers who do not improve their students’
test scores or impress their peers or principal during reviews could be forced to leave
high-needs schools.

Mr. Barnes said the intent of the teacher evaluations is not to single out, punish or blame
a ieacher bul to improve the education of students.

Sandy Hughes, president of the Hamilton County Education Association, said such
reviews cannot measure the full value of teachers.
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"The plan they're coming up with is 1o measure something that's immeasurable,” she said.
"Teacher effectiveness is completely subjective, no matter if the person (evaluating) is a
supervisor. principal, peer or student.”

Soddy-Daisy Middle principal Bob Jenkins said one of the main problems he sees with
the law is the lack of federal funding.

“There are a lot of mandates, but not a lot of funding," Mr, Jenkins said. "Any piece of
legislation that you don't have the funding with has a real serious impact on local
schools.”

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., a member of the Senate Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions Committee, is reviewing the study.

"I'd like 10 change the whole way we think about No Child Left Behind from catching
schools doing things wrong to catching schools doing things right,” Sen. Alexander said.

The updated law needs "flexibility and respect for the good judgment of classroom
teachers and principals, a more realistic approach to measuring the progress of students
with disabilities and with limited English proficiency and adequate funding,” Sen.
Alexander said.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., chairman of the Senate committee, said this panel's

report would not be ignored as Congress reauthorizes the law.

"Unlike other commissions ... ] predict many of these recommendations will see life,"
Sen. Kennedy said.
<i>E-matl Lee Pitts at Ipitts@timesfreepress.com

E-mail Chnstina Cooke at ccooke(@timesfreepress.com

URL: htip://www.msnbe.msn.com/id/1 7142288/
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February 14, 2007

Panel offers ideas to fix education law
By Shirley Dang

An independent panel urged Congress on Tuesday to make a federal education law
tougher on teachers and principals but easier on schools that show progress in raising test

SCOres.

Congress passed the No Child Left Behind Act five years ago with the intent of
eliminating gross inequities in achievement among students from different backgrounds.

The bipartisan commission on No Child Left Behind, funded in part by the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation and the MacArthur Foundation, studied the effects of the
tandmark school accountability act for a year.

The much-awaited findings arrive just as Congress is considering a rencwal of the law.
"If they adopt our recommendations, I'm confident it will go a long way toward closing
the achicvement gap," said commission co-chairman Tommy Thompson. former U.S.
Secretary of Health and Human Services.

The 15-member commission, a project of the Aspen Institute in Washington, D.C.,
unveiled its comprehensive 222-page study Tuesday afler a series of public forums
conducted around the country. Among the 75 recommendations, the commission suggests
a more uniform nationwide testing program, more stringent definitions of quality teachers
and a new cmphasis on science.

The report drew praise from Rep. George Miller, D-Martinez, one of the law's chief
architects.

"| think all the recommendations are important,” he said. "They highlight areas we need
to change in No Child Left Behind."

Teachers' union leaders, however, blasted the idea of tying teacher evaluations to student
test scores over a three-year period.

"You cannot judge the quality of a teacher on one standardized test, or three standardized
tests,” said Barbara Kerr, president of the California Teachers Association.

With No Child Left Behind, the federal government firmly established a school
accountability system largely based on math and reading tests. For the first time, schools,
school districts and states are graded on the performance of poor students. the disabled
and students of different races.
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Schools that fail to meet goals must offer free tutoring and allow parents to transfer their
children 1o a higher-performing school. Campuses that fail to clear the achievement
hurdle repeatedly could end up being taken over by an outside corporation or the state.

Over the past five years, difficulties with carrying out the law surfaced.

Few parents -- less than | percent, according to the report - switched their children to
high-performing schools, partly because of crowding. Less than 20 percent of eligible
students received tutoring. To solve the problem. the commission suggested saving 10
percent of the seats at these high-performing schools for transfer students and creating an
evaluation system for outside tutoring services.

Problems also cropped up at the state level. Each state can choose which tests 1o give and
how to define success. As a result, some states have lowered their standards to make it
easier to meet federal demands, according to the report.

Roy Barnes, commission co-chairman and former governor of Georgia, said the problem
could be solved by giving similar exams, if not the same ones, nationwide. The guestions
would be based on the National Assessment of Education Progress, a test periodically
given to select groups of students in each state,

"This is an aggressive move forward,” he said.

Although the commission endorses a more unified national testing program, the report
also suggested the government should ease up on schools that struggle to make the grade
but have improved significantly.

Currently, campuses either make the cut-off rate for passing or fall below into the realm
of "failing schools.” The commission supports using a growth model that would allow
campuses showing decent gains to avoid penalties, even if they fail to meet federal
benchmarks. The report also says schools deserve more time to show improvement.

Despite these allowances, critics of standardized testing said the commission's
recommendations would only exacerbate inherent flaws within the law, including its
intense focus on testing rather than teaching.

"It's NCLB on steroids," said Robert Schaefier of the National Center for Fair & Open
Testing. "They want more testing in more grades in more subjects with higher stakes, and
that will do more damage.”

State Superintendent of Schools Jack O'Connell said that he largety approved of the
commission's advice but remained concerned over the push toward national testing.

He also questioned the state's ability 1o effectively track teacher quality based on student
test scores, which would require a sophisticated data system not yet in place.
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"We don't even have a student information system. never mind one for teachers,”
O'Connelt said.

Despite all the changes suggested, the commission largely held firm to the goal of No
Child Left Behind: that all students learn at grade level by 2014.

"We don't think it's unrealistic," Barnes said. "It's achievable.”

What may not be achieved is a timely renewal of the federal education law within
President Bush's last two years in office, said Kerr, head of the state’s teachers union.

"The question is Can the people in Washington, D.C., agree?” she asked. "l they can't,
do we wait until therc's a new president? It's a dilemma.”

Shirley Dang covers education. Reach her at 925-977-8418 or sdang(@cclimes.com.
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The Washington Post
Thursday, February 15, 2007

Cheating on Tests
Geography should not determine standards of learning.
Editorial

EDUCATORS who are successful in turning around troubled schools say the first step is
collecting reliable data. A true measure of performance is the only way to identify
problems and map improvement. Yet, five vears into the No Child Left Behind Act and
its mandate for accountability, too many states are still gaming the system by
administering weak tests. They boast about high scores, but their claims are as phony as
the performance of their students.

Ending this fraud is among the reforms being pushed by a blue-ribbon commission on No
Child Lefi Behind. The group, led by former health and human services secretary Tommy
G. Thompson (R} and former Georgia governor Roy E, Barnes (D), points out that setting
intentionally low test standards allows students to post better results and lets states escape
sanctions under the law. It also makes comparing the performance of students between
states impossible and presents a misleading picture of how well schools and their students
are doing. This hypocrisy has become an annual event in which states post the results of
achievement tests that in many cases differ widely from the results of benchmark tests
given by the National Assessment of Educational Progress.

Although the commission correctly diagnosed the problem. it has fallen short with its call
for the federal government to require tougher tests from the states or for states 1o
voluntarily use a national model. It's time for the United States to move in the direction
taken by other countries in formulating and administering a national test. All students, no
matter where they live, should have to show proficiency in certain skills and knowledge.
The reason no such test exists has more to with politics than with education. Presidents
George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton both tried to get national standards introduced, but
their efforts were quashed by conservatives commitied to local control of schools and by
liberals averse to more testing. Children's rights trumps states’ rights, and geography
should not matter in how well prepared students are. Shouldn't reading in the third grade
be the same in Mississippt as in Maryland? Even more urgent, given the competition the
United States faces in a global economy, shouldn't an eighth-grader from Georgia or
Pennsylvania have the same math skills as any counterpart in Singapore or Denmark?

There are other good reasons {or introducing a national test, including the economic
(money would be saved in the development and use of one test) and the pragmatic
(switching the debate from what to test to how to teach). The arguments for a national
test are so strong that some states are looking to form partnerships with others in
developing common tests. As Congress begins to debate the reauthorization of No Child
Left Behind, it should ask this question: Why wouldn't the nation want, finally. to know
how well all of its students perform?
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The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Sunday, February 18, 2007
OTHER OPINION: EQUAL TIME: Stadents, teachers owed smarter

law
By Reg Weaver

On the first day of school, a sixth-grader at a California middle school raised his hand
and asked the teacher, "Is there anything we will be learning this year that we need to
remember for longer than the test?"

That child's question tells us all we need to know about the flaws in the No Child Left
Behind Act and its obsessive focus on high-stakes testing. Unfortunately, a proposal
released by a special commission on NCLB would raise the stakes on standardized tests
even higher, pit teachers against one another and make it harder to attract good teachers
to the schools and subject areas where they are needed the most.

No Child Left Behind expires this year, and everyone agrees it must be improved before
Congress extends it. The National Education Association has proposed positive changes
in the law, including testing that better tracks student progress; smaller classes; a
qualified teacher in every classroom; strong parental and community support of schools;
and extra help for children who need it.

The Aspen Institute's NCLB commission report had some good ideas as well, especially
about the need 1o focus on early childhood education and reducing school dropouts. But
its proposal to automatically brand one out of four teachers as ineffective based on
students' test scores would be a disaster for teachers and students alike.

The proposal to define and rank teachers in every state manages to be arbitrary and
convoluted at the same time. It assumes that the 75 percent of teachers whose classes
show the greatest gain in test scores are all "effective,” and the other 25 percent are not.
This ignores many factors beyond a teacher's control that affect test scores, including
class size and resources that vary from school to school.

Under this proposal, a teacher who urged a troubled student not to drop out of school
would actually be penalized if that student scored poorly on standardized tests. Since the
ratings would only apply to math, reading and science teachers, they would make it
harder to attract good teachers to these critical subjects. They would also discourage good
teachers {rom working in schools with high numbers of struggling students.

One test on one day does not measure student Jearning, and it certainty should not be
used 10 measure a teacher's effcctiveness. Rather than trying to make teachers the
scapegoats for the challenges in public education, it would be more useful to address all
the factors that affect learning.

The co-chairman of the NCLB commission was former Georgia Gov. Roy Barnes,
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During his administration, Georgia invested $1 billion to create smaller class sizes,
because Barnes knew that smaller classes affect student achievement. The No Child Left
Behind Act promised federal help for smaller classes, but the resources to achieve that
goal have not been provided. The same goes for preschool programs, tutoring, teacher
professional development and support for parents.

If we want to talk about "accountability” in education, let's start by asking why those
promises of the No Child Left Behind Act have not been kept. If we truly want to
improve the quality of teachers in the classroom, let's give them more opportunities to
improve their skills, provide better working conditions and offer salaries competitive with
other professions that require a college degree --- all measures that have actually worked
in the real world, including a case study that was cited by the NCLB commission.

The 3.2 million teachers, administrators and other educators of the NEA have committed
our lives to education, and we fervently believe that every child has a right to attend a
greal public school. We look forward to working together with Congress and President
Bush to achieve that goal.

EQUAL TIME

This column is solicited to provide another viewpoint 10 an AJC editonal published
today. To respond to an AIC editorial, contact David Beasley at dbeasley@ajc.com or
call 404-526-7371. Responses should be no longer than 600 words. Not all responses can
be published. Published responses may be republished and made available in the AJC or
other databases and electronic formats.




53

The Athens Banner-Herald, GA
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Educaters: Local control Ieft behind in recommendations
By Jeffery Whitfield

The federal No Child Left Behind law should require high-achieving schools to set aside
10 percent of their seats for students who want to transfer from low-performing schools, a
bipartisan commission recommended to Congress.

The set-aside, which some Northeast Georgia educators say would strip school districts
even more of local control, is one of 75 recommendations the Commission on No Child
Left Behind issued last week to Congress as it prepares to reauthorize the law.

Created by the Aspen Institute, an international nonprofit group headquartered in
Washington, the commission examined the successes and failures of No Child Left
Behind. Former Georgia Gov. Roy Bames and Tommy Thompson, a former Republican
governor of Wisconsin, led the commission.

No Child Left Behind forces schools to show that the student body and small categories
of students - such as poor or disabled children - are progressing year to year. A school
that fails to make progress with any one of those groups for three years lands on a needs-
improvement list and faces consequences that grow more severe each year.

Under the law, students can transfer out of failing schools, but there's no guarantee their
choice of a better school within the same district will have room.

Fewer than | percent of eligible students transferred in the 2003-04 school year,
according to the commission's findings.

In the Clarke County School District, 40 parents transferred students this school year.
Fourth Street Elementary, Coile Middle, Clarke Middle and Clarke Central High School
offered students the choice to pick another school.

Under the law. low-performing schools must offer tutoring to students, but the
commission recommends that schools offer to let students transfer and offer tutoring only
il a better school is full. High-achieving schools wouldn't be able to keep out students in
zones near the schools to make room for transfers.

Some Northeast Georgia school officials question the set-aside, equating it to a federal
guideline that strips away control from local administrators and boards of education.

The set-aside crodes local school boards' and administrators' ability to manage their
districts, said Oglethorpe County School Superintendent Jeffery Welch. And the federal
government. which makes the rules, provides only a small amount of money to school
system budgets in Georgia, he said.

Federal funds comprise only 8 percent of the money Georgia school systems get, and the
commission made no recommendations about increasing federal funding to schools.
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Although it's hard to project the impact of the recommendation. Clarke County schools
don't have extra space for classes, said Mike Wooten. a school district spokesman.
"Without looking at the report terribly closely. it seems like it's a valid idea. and one
worth considering,” said Wooten. "On the other hand ... in Clarke County, we have a
number of campuses where I'm not sure we could add classes if we wanted to.”

The commission's report includes 75 recommendations for lawmakers 1o consider as they
reauthorize the No Child Left Behind law.

The No Child Left Behind Iaw is the latest in a series of reauthorizations of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Lawmakers are scheduled to
reauthorize the law, which expired in January, every five years. Administrators will
continue to operate under the law's existing provisions until Congress makes changes,
said Jeff Gagne, the state Department of Education federal policy analyst and liaison.
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Wednesday, February 21, 2007

Panel Report is Latest Rx for NCLB
By David J. Hoff

Now that a high-profile and potentially influential panel has released its detailed proposal
for revising the No Child Left Behind Act, the Bush administration and education groups
are waiting to hear from the institution that matiers most: Congress.

The Aspen Institute’s Commission on No Child Left Behind last week unveiled 75
recommendations for changes to the 5-year-old federal law. The commission’s report
outlines ways to determine teachers’ effectiveness using student test-score data, proposes
a $400 million investment in technology so states can track individual students’ academic
growth, and says that parents should have the right to sue districts if they aren’t faithfully
implementing the law.

The report also could give new momentum to the push for national standards and tests,
obscrvers say.

While the leaders of the House and Senate education committees have broadly outlined
their goals for reauthorizing the NCLB Jaw, the Aspen commission offers detailed plans
on how to change the law.

“All of us in Congress are waiting to really delve into these recommendations and find
out how we can give life” to them, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy. D-Mass.. the chairman of
the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Comimittee said at the Feb. 12 Capitol
Hill news conference held to release the repont.

The Aspen panel’s bipartisan makeup and its leadership by two prominent former
governors gives its report eredibility for members of Congress in the rank-in-file. said
one education observer.

“If members of Congress feel inclined to reauthorize NCLB,” said Sherman Dorn, an
associate professor of education at the University of South Florida in Tampa, “it gives
them some bipartisan cover.”

Building Blocks

The Aspen panel presented a long list of proposed changes to the NCLB law—an
overhaul of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. first passed in 1965, and the
centerpiece of President Bush’s K-12 agenda—but it didn’t recommend altering the law’s
basic tenets, many of which critics say are unworkable. The panel’s report calls for
keeping the goat that all children become proficient in reading and mathematics by the
2013-14 school year. and that academic progress be tracked by annually assessing student
progress in grades 3-8 and once in high school.
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lts 230-page report has a series of proposals that range from minor fixes to dramatic
changes that could fundamentally alter the traditional ways teachers are compensated and
states define what student should know.,

Many of its proposals address issues identified by the Bush administration and advocacy
groups.

But other issues raised by the commission haven’t been proposed by others, such as the
idea of allowing parents to file lawsuits in state courts claiming their states or districts
weren’t adequately complying with the federal law.

Under that proposal, parents would first have to make administrative complaints 1o their
states and the U.S. Department of Education. But if the Education Department declined to
review the complaint, the parents could head to court. Judges would have the power to
compel states or districts to take specific actions to comply with the law. But the courts
would not be authorized to order states or districts to spend money to do so.

The right 1o sue would be an important tool for parents whose districts aren’t providing
adequate education opportunities for children, said Tommy G. Thompson, a co-chairman
of the Aspen panel and a former governor of Wisconsin. Mr, Thompson, a Republican,
also was President Bush’s first-term secretary of health and human services.

Perhaps the Aspen commission’s most controversial and ambitious proposal would tie the
federal law’s definition of teacher quality directly to the test-score data of students,

The commission said that Congress should appropriate $400 million over four years to
help states build the data systems they would need to track the impact teachers have on
their students’ academic progress, as measured by results of state tests,

The teachers who scored in the bottom 25 percent would be given professional
development to help them improve their instructional methods.

Teachers who scored in the bottom quartile for seven consecutive years would no longer
be permitied to teach in programs receiving money under the $12.7 billion-a-year Title |
program, Title |, the NCLB law’s largest program and the longtime flagship federal effort
in K-12 education, provides compensatory education for disadvantaged students.

“It’s not used to punish,” said Roy E. Bames, the Democrat and former Georgia governor
who co-chaired the commission, “It should be used 1o make sure we have greater
professional development and improvement.”

While the commission members gave unanimous support to its other recommendations, a
former teachers’ union official on the panel dissented over the teacher-pay
recommendations.
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“We’re trying to push off the whole problem on teachers, which 1 think is unfair,” said
Thomas Y. Hobart Jr., a former president of the New York State United Teachers, an
affiliate of both the National Education Association and American Federation of
Teachers.

What's particularly unfair, said Joel Packer, the director of education policy and practice
for the 3.2 million-member National Education Association, is that at least 25 percent of
teachers would be classified as needing improvement every year regardless of their
students’ academic progress.

“These kinds of [teacher] evaluation systems should be decided at the local level,” Mr.,
Packer said last week.

What's more, the proposals would only create a new incentive for teachers to narrow
their instruction to material they knew would be on the state assessment, something that
is sure to draw criticism from parents and educators, said Mr. Dorn, the University of
South Florida professor. Many people contend the law already does that to far too great a
degree.

“If you have teacher salaries and principal salaries ... depending on test scores,” Mr.
Dorn said, “we’ll look back five years from now and say: *Gee, there wasn’t teaching to
the test then.” ”

National Tests Redux

The commission aiso added to a recent revival of the idea of national academic standards
and tests, another topic with a history of controversy.

The Aspen commission’s proposal would assign the task of developing new standards to
the National Assessment Governing Board, or NAGB. The standards, which would span
kindergarten to 12th grade, would be based on the proficiency standards of the National
Assessment of Educational Progress, which the board oversees. States could adopt those
tests, but they wouldn’t be required to do so. However, under the Aspen plan, the federal
Education Department would periodically issue reports comparing the rigor of states’
standards and tests.

While previous national-standards proposals with tests have failed, Congress may be
ready 1o sign off on them now, said Rep. George Miller, D-Calif., the chairman of the
House Education and Labor Committee.

“There’s more and more of a national conversation that state standards reflect what
students need to know,” Rep. Miller said in an interview after the news conference
releasing the report. “There’s clearly a growing sense in the country that education is now
a matter of national importance, as people look al competitiveness and the economy. ...
What you can’t afford is an economy in which you lose children to low standards.”
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But many of the problems that derailed other attempts at national standards still exist, one
expert said.

Any academic subject can become politicized over debates such as the best methods for
teaching mathematics or over whether evolution should be taught as scientific theory,
said Kevin R. Kosar, the author of Failing Grades: The Federal Politics of Education
Standards.

“This assunes that people are not going to get into fights or try to lobby NAGB,” Mr.
Kosar said.“It’s going to be very politically challenging to pull this off.”

Rep. Miller said that he didn’t know whether the Aspen proposal would be politically
viable in Congress, and that he hasn’t decided how to address standards. But he did say
he hopes the House will pass a reauthorization bill by the end of the year.

The Senate education commiitee held its first NCLB hearing this month, but Sen.
Kennedy hasn’t announced a timetable for producing a bill in that chamber.
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Lakeland Ledger, FL

Wednesday, February 21, 2007

Officials Hoping to Change No Child Act; Nationally and locally,
president's reform for education comes under scrutiny.

By Andrew Dunn

Congress faces yet another political showdown this year that has nothing to do with Iraq.

Al issue is the federal government's sweeping education reform, No Child Left Behind.
which must be reauthorized this year. The much-debated law was signed by President
Bush in 2002. It set high standards for teachers, required all states to have their own
testing programs and judges schools based on their progress toward implementing the
ultimate goal of the law - academic proficiency for every child in the nation by 2014.

Schools are judged on whether they are making adequate yearly progress (AYP) toward
the goals of No Child Left Behind. That judgment is based on student performance on
statewide tests, such as Florida's FCAT.

While all schools are judged, only Title 1 schools - those that receive federal dollars for
having a high percentage of students from low-income families - face any real
consequences for not making adequate progress. All students - even those who speak
little English or have learning disabilities - are expected to meet the same levels of
proficiency. Many educators and policymakers think these policies are unfair.

At least three plans calling for changes to No Child Left Behind have made it to the table.
One already has a House sponsor and local support in Polk County. The other two
already have some school officials concerned.

The National School Boards Association drafted the language for H.R. 5709, a bill
sponsored by U.S. Rep. Don Young, R-Alaska. The legislation calls for 42 changes to the
current No Child Lefl Behind law.

Reggie Felton, senior lobbyist for the NSBA, said his organization is proposing "fixes
that we believe lead us toward the goal of is 'it fair, is il accurate and does it make
sense?"

He said the NSBA supports the use of growth or learning gains, which take into account
how much a student has improved from year 1o year, rather than just whether they are
academically proficient, in determining adequate progress, In fact, all three
reanthorization plans support including growth models.

Felton's group also supports expanding the use of alternative assessments for students
with disabilitics.

He said if NSBA could change only one aspect of No Child Left Behind, it would be its
accountability model. "Change the system by which we determine whether schools and
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students are performing well ....," he said. "We just don't have a fair system that says
'vou're good and you're bad."

Some of those inequities he cited mean schools can fail to make adequate yearly progress
because only a few students didn't do well.

LOCAL SUPPORT

Margaret Lofton, chairwoman for the Central Florida Public School Boards Coalition and
the Polk County School Board, said her regional group supports the Young bill. She
recently traveled to Washington to lobby for No Child Left Behind changes.

"There were about 1,000 school board members from across the Untted States,” she said.
"And we all presented the same message.”

She and the other board members visited their congressmen to ask them to either co-
sponsor the Young bill in the House or to sponsor a companion bill in the Senate. They
also asked their senators and representatives to sign a pledge drafied by the NSBA.

The pledge asks congressmen to vote to improve No Child Left Behind, to improve
funding for special education, to support prekindergarten programs, to attract and retain
teachers and to improve students' skills needed for the future, such as math, science and
technology.

"It's not a Democratic issue,” Lofton said. "It's not a Republican issue. Schoolchildren
should be a nonpartisan issue.”

She said that of Polk's congressional delegation, only Sen. Mel Martinez, R-Florida,
signed the pledge.

U.S. Rep. Adam Putnam, R-Bartow, was one who did not sign the pledge. He said he
wants to read over the Young bill and the other information caretully before he commits

to anything.

"There was nothing in the pledge that really raised a red flag with me," Putnam said. "So
it is likely that | will"

Putnam said he, too, has thought a lot about the No Child Left Behind law lately. He said
he recently spoke to U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings about his concerns.
He said his No. 1 problem with the law is the "indefensible" conflict between Florida's
accountability plan and the nation’s.

He said a Florida school that receives an A from the state should not then be told by the
federal government thal it is not making adequate yearly progress.

"It has to be fixed,"” he said. "It sends mixed signals to our schoolteachers, parents and
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everyone else.”
FLORIDA IMPACT

No Child Left Behind has had less of an effect on states such as Florida that already had
accountability systems and statewide tests, Putnam said. But we need to make sure it does
not harm Florida's assessment standards and hiring practices, Putnam said.

Lofton said Florida has the best accountability system in the nation. But she said the way
Florida wrote its No Child Left Behind implementation plan is hurting the state and needs

1o be changed.

For instance, she said, Florida uses any demographic at a school if there are at least 30
students represented 1o determine adequate yearly progress. Other states use much larger
numbers,

So a Florida school with only 30 special education students would have to include their
scores. But that same school in another state wouldn't have to include those students’

SCOIECS,

And she said students in every demographic are expected to meet the same standards. So
if one category, such as special education students, misses the mark, the school won't

make adequate yearly progress.

"It's all conjunctive,” she said. ”... They have to meet all the requirements in this cell and
this cell and this cell, dot-dot-dot to the last cell.”

She said it's like telling pro basketball star Tracy McGrady that if he misses one free-
throw shot, even if he had a record-breaking game, he's no good.

When asked whether Florida had painted itself into a corner. Lofton said yes - with a
caveal.

"They have a chance to change all of that,” she said. "Our state legislators last year very
wisely passed legislation that said they must approve the accountability plan written by
(the Florida Department of Education) before it goes back to Washinglon.”

Putnam said Spellings told him that Florida is being given a pass for a year to work out
its implementation kinks, which he supports.

"You should never be ashamed of having high standards.” he said. "But you don't want to
be punished for having high standards.”

Felton said Florida isn't the only state whose accountability system has come back to bite
them. He said Maryland and Utah have gone through the same thing. He compared the
disparity among state tests to driving tests.
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"Everybody needs to pass the driving test to be able to drive.” he said. "Some states said
everybody needed to be able to drive an 18-wheeler.”

U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Florida, who also has not signed the pledge, said Congress
needs to review No Child Left Behind's reliance on high-stakes tests as its only
measuring stick, "Under these regulations, nothing seems to matter as much as the test
score - not graduation rates, or even students' individual academic progress,” he said in an
e-mail.

ANOTHER PLAN

The U.S. Department of Educatton's plan for No Child Lett Behind focuses on narrowing
the achievement gaps between white and minority students and rich and poor students,
calling for more rigorous middle and high school courses to prepare students for the work
force, and expanding parental choice when it comes to their child's education.

That last one has drawn the ire of Polk School Superintendent Gail McKinzie.

She said the inclusion of vouchers, dubbed Promise Scholarships, that allow public
students to go to private schools "really angered" her.

"The automatic assumption is that a private school will be better, even though no testing
is being done," she said. "There 1s really no accountability, The schools could be better,
maybe not."

Poor students who attend a public school that has repeatedly failed to make adequate
yearly progress and has been deemed by the federal government as needing
"restructuring” would qualify for the new vouchers. Students can go to a private school or
a public school in another district or can receive intensive tutoring.

Federal money plus an additional $2,500 scholarship will follow the student to their new
school. The student also still would have to 1ake their state's test, which in Florida would
be the FCAT.

It the students receive tutoring, they'll receive up to $3,000 to pay for that tutoring.

The federal government's reauthorization plan also includes a grant program "for
communities that want {o expand local options for parents." Again, poor students
attending struggling public schools would gualify for vouchers, dubbed Opportunity
Scholarships, to attend private schools. Preference for the grant program would be given
to communities with large numbers of schools deemed by the federal government as
needing improvement.

Besides vouchers, the federal plan also allows states to use growth or learning gains when
determining adequate progress, which McKinzie does support.
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YET ANOTHER PLAN

Another reauthorization plan, from the Aspen Institute’s Commission on No Child Lefi
Rehind, was introduced last week. The institute is a Washington-based nonprofit
organization that promotes nonpartisan inquiry and open-minded dialogue on issues, The
commission is led by former Gov. Roy Barnes of Georgia and former U.S. Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson.

The 230-page commission plan includes tweaks to No Child Left Behind similar to
Young's bill, such as including student learning gains into the equation. But some points
in the plan have Polk school officials concerned.

"It appears it's gone in the opposite direction that many people, myself included, had
wanted it to go," said McKinzie. "It’s actually gotten more stringent.”

For instance, the commission's proposal calls for restricting the number states can use to
define a demographic to just 20 students, 10 fewer than Florida's standard.

Also, the plan calls for reducing the proportion of disabled students who can use an
alternative test from 2 percent to 1 percent,

McKinzie she'd like to see both of those numbers going up, not down.

Wilma Ferrer, senior director of assessment. accountability and evaluation for Polk
schools, said she doesn't agree with the commission plan's cali for more testing at the
12th-grade level. She also questioned the plan's recommendation to use the National
Assessment of Educational Progress as a standardized test for the whole country.

"I think we should use the test that we have," she said, referring to the FCAT. "I don't
know if I'd go that route.”

Both Felton, the NSBA lobbyist, and McKinzie said the No Child Left Behind goal to see
academic proficiency among all students by the 2013-2014 school year is impossible.

"Statisticians say it is statistically impossible to achieve it," Felton said. "... unless we're
willing to talk about alternative assessments, then it is possible.”

McKinzie also said the law has never been funded to the level it needs to accomplish the
goal. Sen. Nelson agrees.

"The single most helpful thing Congress could do to improve the No Child Left Behind
Act is to provide adequate funding." Nelson wrote in his ¢-mail. "This initiative was
intended to close the gap between the haves and the have-nots. But the (Bush)
administration hasn’t been willing 1o provide the resources needed to carry out education

reform."
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McKinzie said schools don't have the resources to hire the resource teachers with master’s
degrees it would take, particularly in areas of math and science, for which finding
teachers with just bachelor's degrees is already difficult.

"It's kind of like they set the goal and no one bothered to check the supply and demand,”
she said. :

Andrew Dunn can be reached at andrew. dunnftheledger.com or 863-802-7588
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The San Diego Union-Tribune
Monday, February 26, 2007
OPINION: A good law; No Child Left Behind merits reanthorization

Later this year, Congress has to decide whether to reauthorize the No Child Left Behind
law. But, when all is said and done, there is nothing to decide. Congress should
reauthorize the law without hesitation, for the good of the educational system and the
students it serves.

The education reform law -- dubbed "nickel b" by its eritics -- may not be perfect, but it
represents an innovative and valuable weapon in the ongoing battle to improve America’s
public schools and ensure that all our students have the skills to compete in a rapidly
changing society and world,

President Bush made that very point recently in addressing a group of business leaders in
New York City. He noted the strain on the middle class and the persisience of income
inequality in the United States, and he said much of it is tied to larger disparities in who
gets a quality education and obtains marketable skills and who doesn't. And that, the
president said, makes a convincing case for reform measures such as No Child Lefl
Behind. That is, unti] the education gap is closed, the earnings gap will persist.

Of course, not everyone is sold on the president's argument or even on the law itself. The
critics of NCLB -- including teachers’ unions and some education professors -- think the
law is unnecessarily rigid and punitive, and they complain that teachers are simply
"teaching to the test.” They also insist the law's requirement that students be tested every
few years sets the bar too high and demands too much of teachers and schools.

But, if anything, the opposite is true. The Jaw may be too lenient and have too many
loopholes. For instance, under NCLB, schools report students’ test results by ethnic
group, but individual states have the power to set the minimum number of students that
must be present for that requirement to kick in. Some states set the number so high that

virtually no reporting goes on.

There should be one uniformed national siandard, said a 15-member bipartisan
commission led by former U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson
and former Georgia Gov. Roy Barnes. The commission issued its final report recently,
and it recommended that the law should actually be toughened. The report also said
teachers and principals should accept responsibility for how well their students do on
tests, and that there should be more efforts to track the progress of individual students
from year to year.

These recommendations are solid and informed, and it's good news that they were
warmly reccived by both Republicans and Democerats in Congress. 1n fact, both sides said
the commission's findings would be part of the debate later this year over reauthorizing

the law,
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Let's hope that they are -- and that the reauthorization process goes off without a hitch.
The No Child Left Behind law deserves another round and more time to work. And our
students and schools deserve all the benefits that come from establishing higher standards
and ensuring greater accountability.
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Pittsburgh Tribune-Review
Saturday, March 3, 2007

‘No Child Left Behind’ report spotlights Yough
By Mary Pickels

Yough School District administrators who are included in a newly published report on
the No Child Left Behind Act said they welcomed the opportunity to voice a small school
district’s concerns.

"We felt proud we were selected.” Superintendent Lawrence Nemec said. "Sometimes
rural schools never get a lot of recognition.”

The district was one of only four in the nation, and the only one in Pennsylvania. to be
profiled in "Beyond NCLB: Fulfilling the Promise to Our Nation's Children.”

"We picked (Yough) because we wanted to showcase a rural, small community with a
districtwide approach to complement the research we had on urban and suburban areas."
said Jennifer W. Adams, spokeswoman for the Commission on No Child Left Behind.

The commission is co-chaired by Tommy Thompson, former national Secretary of Health
and Human Services, and former Georgia governor Roy E. Bames,

Recommendations, garnered from educator and public testimony, focus on accelerating
progress through accountability measures, school improvement and quality student
options and standards tied to college and workplace rcadiness.

It is designed as a blueprint for Congress and the administration as NCLB is evaluated for
extension this year.

"] think it's a terrific honor to be included in the conversation,” said Dr. Joan Fogg,
principal of West Newton Elementary School. "Everyone in the country that it's touched
has had an idea on it."

In the district's "snapshot,” Yough is described as having met adequate yearly progress
for the past two years and having a staff of teachers who meet the highly qualified
definition set by the NCLB.

“There are some merits to it," Nemec said of the controversial 2002 law. "To put
everything on one test, I'm not so sure that's the way to do it."

It does not take into account those students who are "never going to get it,” he said.
It's frustrating. Nemec and Fogg said, to see students with disabilitics achieve a degree of

classroom success, then face assessments that measure achievement far above the
students’ [evel.
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Nemec agreed all students should show some advancement. However, he finds the idea
that 100 percent of students will be proficient in math and science by 2014, as the act
mandates, unrealistic.

Nemec said a parent occasionally will complain that the testing is stressful for students.

"I tell them to complain to their congressman,” he said. "But we have {0 play by the
rules.”

The fact that each state uses a different measuring tool must be considered in evaluating
the act's success, Fogg said.

She favors focusing more on measuring individual students’ success, rather than
comparing groups year to year.

"If we can move an individual child ahead, then that should count for something,”" Fogg
said. "1 think you have 1o look at portfolios of students' progress, individual data.”

Under NCLB, the Yough district began to consider individual student data as an
instruction tool, identifying and targeting those students most in need of help, Fogg said.

Visualizing more teacher collaboration, she added, "Classrooms don't have to have walls.
"I sense the teachers trying so hard,” Fogg said. "Sometimes we have barriers.”

Teachers cannot control atiendance, participation in options such as tutoring, or parental
involvement, Fogg said.

"I know the teachers feel the pressure,” she said. "No teacher wants to be identified with a
school not making adequate yearly progress.

"Everybody’s in it together," she said. "It's doesn't really fall to one grade level.”

The report can be viewed at www.nelbcommission.org.

Mary Pickels can be reached ar mpickelstwtribweb.com or (724) 836-5401.
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The New Standard (NY)

March 6, 2007

Critics say No Child Left Behind repori misses real problems
By Livia Gershon

This year, Jevon Cochran’s English class has been "postponed.” Instead of the usual mix
of reading, writing, grammar and vocabulary lessons and discussion, Cochran, a junior at
Lewis Cass Technical High School in Detroit, said he and his classmates are now drilling
for the ACT exam. They must take the national scholastic test as part of Michigan’s effort
to evaluate students and schools under federal standards passed in 2001. That, he said,

has meant a change in the classroom atmosphere.

In past years, Cochran said, "while we would be reading these novels and stories and
whatnot, the teachers would try to get us to become better critical thinkers by getting us
to write essays and getting us to talk about what we read in class and how it pertains to
things in life that we go through today. Now we're learning just a bunch of crap that’s
going to be on the ACT."

Later this year, Congress will consider reauthorizing the No Child Lelt Behind Act
(NCLB). When it does, the chairs of the House and Senate education commitiees have
said that their evaluation of the program will be guided by a report released last month by
the Commission on No Child Left Behind, an independent group that evaluated the law’s
effects over the past year.

But critics say that in creating its report, "Beyond NCLB: Fulfilling the Promise to Our
Nation’s Children,”" the Commission ignored the perspectives of students like Cochran as
well as parents and educators who see problems with the law.

The controversial No Child Left Behind Act is the keystone of the Bush administration’s
education policy. Supporters argue that it is a tool for improving education and moving
toward educational equality for students of all racial and economic backgrounds. The law
requires schools to meet certain goals each year, based largely on students’ scores on
tests like the ACT. Those schools that do not do so must take specifically mandated steps
that may involve providing tutors, replacing school stafi. restructuring or even privatizing
the school.

Educators, students and parents who oppose the law argue that it is too reliant on
standardized tests and too punitive for school districts with poor test scores. Some state
and local school leaders also complain that the federal government does not provide
enough funding to implement the law’s requirements.

The Commission, chaired by former US Secretary of Health and Human Services
Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Governor Roy Bamnes, essentially concluded that
No Child Lefi Behind is moving schools in the right direction, but needs to be applied
more forcefully. The report recommends creating a more-uniform national standard for
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the tests required by law, adding a new 12th-grade test. and evaluating individual
teachers and principals in part based on their students™ performance on the tests.

"If anything, their recommendations would intensify the role of testing," said Robert
Schaeffer, the public-education director of the National Center for Fair & Open Testing
(FairTest), a nonprofit group that promotes changes in the use of standardized testing.
"It’s more of the same bad thing.”

The Commission, which is housed at the Aspen Institute, was launched with financial
support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and six other private foundations. Its
thirtcen members are mostly academics and education officials, though about half of
them worked as classroom teachers at some point in their careers. In the course of its
study of the law, the Commission held a series of hearings across the country, where they
heard almost exclusively from high-level education, government, union and business
leaders.

Schaeffer argues that the Commission’s conclusions are not surprising, given the way the
body was formed.

"It was a very elitist operation in which they spent very little time talking to actual
practitioners, the people on the ground dealing with the effects of No Child Left Behind
every day," he said.

Jennifer Adams, the Commission’s communications director, argued that the hearings
reflect only part of the Commission’s efforts. It also gathered data by visiting schools,
secking comments from the public through its website, and holding round-table
discussions with teachers, parents, community leaders and education officials on a
number of specific topics.

Still, Adams acknowledged to The NewStandard, the commissioners primarily sought
suggestions on how to reach the law’s stated goals, rather than questioning No Child Left
Behind’s overall framework. "The mission that we were given was to try to give
recommendations to improve this law, not to get rid of the law," she said.

In particular, the report does not question the value of standardized tests, probably the
most-widely criticized of NCLB’s features. The Commission’s summary of its hearing on
the use of standardized tests begins with the statement, "There is broad agreement that
testing plays a critical role in education reform by giving educators, administrators and
the public a means to understand how schools and students are performing."”

But critics like Cochran say emphasizing standardized tests encourages teachers to focus
on skills that are ultimately not very useful to students.

"The tests are supposed to measure how good you would do in college, and I don’t see
how.," said Cochran, who is a member of By Any Means Necessary (BAMN), a civil
rights coalition that works to defend affirmative action and immigrant rights. "For
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instance... [in a lesson} on the English section of the test. there was this whole section on
where you have to place semicolons in sentences. 1 don’t see how learning about where
you place semicolons is going to help you better prepare yourself for college.”

Cochran said he would like to see his classes focus more on developing critical thinking
skills and helping individual students figure out what leamning techniques work best for

them.

Another BAMN member, Christopher Sutton, a senior at Murray Wright High School in
Detroit, said he notices teachers becoming dispirited and showing less creativity in their
teaching when they are preparing students for a standardized test: "It’s like, *Okay, you
all know what this is, you already know what we’re preparing for, it’s boring, 1 know,
I’m sorry, but | have to go over ihis information because it’s mandated by the district.™

Another flaw some critics see in the report is that its discussion of funding is almost
completely limited to making recommendations on how to spend money that is already
allocated for education.

Caprice Taylor-Mendez, the director of the Boston Parents Organizing Network (BPON),
an advocacy group for parents of Boston public-school students, said that even if test-
based evaluations could determine which schools are having trouble, what is really
needed is more funding to address the problems. "What does assessment do but flag
problem areas?" she said. "Then where is the support?”

The report does suggest that districts provide better assistance to schools that have poor
test results, but it does not encourage the federal government to provide money to help
them.

"We can’t offer a recommendation on [funding levels] because ultimately it lies in the
hands of Congress,” said Adams. the Commission’s spokesperson. "How much is enough
-- we can’t give a recommendation on this."

Lucia Santana, an organizer with BPON and parent of six children who have gone
through the Boston school system, said her children felt "traumatized” when they were
required to take the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System tests. She said
they did not feel their school had prepared them adequately for the high-stakes exams,
and that schools must reduce their class sizes to teach students effectively.

"If we continue with No Child Left Behind,” she said, "1 want to see more resources,
more money for the school department.”

The report does recommend a minor increase in federal education funding, but it is for
education research and state data systems. not individual schools” budgets.
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Wednesday, March 14, 2007

'No Child' education act under review
By Amy Fagan

The battle over renewing President Bush's No Child Left Behind education law this year
began in earnest yesterday, as House and Senate lawmakers heard a range of suggested
changes -- such as greater leniency and help for struggling schools, new systems to
measure teacher effectiveness and even voluntary national standards.

"We must ensure that all children are taught by teachers who can demonstrate their
effectiveness in the classroom,” Roy E. Barnes, co-chairman of the Conminission on No
Child Left Behind, said at a joint House-Senate hearing. His commission recommended
requiring teachers to demonstrate their effectiveness, helping those who struggle but
asking those who don't improve in seven years to leave the neediest schools.

But Reg Weaver, president of the National Education Association (NEA), argued that
the best way to secure and retain effective teachers -- a key goal of lawmakers -- is to
focus efforts on providing better starting salaries, financial incentives, reduced class
sizes, mentoring programs and a better school environment.

Business, education, union, state and local leaders gave suggestions on a range of
issues involving No Child Left Behind at the hearing, led by House education panel
Chairman George Miller of California and his Senate counterpart, Edward M. Kennedy
of Massachusetts.

Mr. Barnes' commission called for the creation of voluntary national standards, while
Elizabeth Burmaster. president of the Council of Chief State School Officers, argued for
less federal intrusion and more autonomy for states. "Give me some more flexibility,” she
said.

"You're the only one 1 see up there that has any concept of freedom,” Rep. Peter
Hoekstra, a Michigan Republican and staunch critic of the law's federal reach into the
classroom, told her.

Mr. Hoekstra and other Republicans plan to introduce a bill later this week that would
free states and schools from some of the law's federal regulations.

And the House Education and Labor Committee's top Republican, Howard P. "Buck”
McKeon of California, introduced a bill yesterday that would give parenis money to piace
their child in a private school, if their public school is given a failing grade for five
conseculive years.

Mr. McKeon conceded it probably won't go anywhere because of strong opposition
from Democrats and groups such as the NEA. but said he still intends to fight for it --
arguing that it is critical to improving education,

Lawmakers from both parties will soon start to piece together legislation renewing the
five-year-old No Child Left Behind law, which mandates that students be able to read and
do math on grade level by 2014, and requires states to set standards, test students and
measure progress. (ritics say it's far too onerous; supporters say it rightly holds states
accountable.

Several specialists urged the government to case the way it measures progress of
struggling schools in order (o give schools credit for making strides in improving student
performance even if they fall short of annual targets, known as adequate yearly progress.




Michael Casserly, executive director of the Council of Great City Schools. suggested
giving schools three years to make needed changes.
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Reuters

Thursday, March 15, 2007

Education law faces renewal amid reform calls
By David Alexander

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A far-reaching education law President George W. Bush
hails as one of his signature achievements is being reviewed by Congress this year
amid widespread demands for it to be reformed.

Critics of the law, the No Child Left Behind Act, complain it puts too much emphasis
on testing, fails to hold states to the same educational standards and is a huge federal
intrusion into matters traditionally left to state and local government.

"NCLB in its current form is burdensome and demoralizing to teachers,” Edward
McElroy, president of the American Federation of Teachers, told a congressional
hearing this week.

Many question whether the law is working. The aim is to achieve universal
proficiency in reading and math for all students by 2014, a goal few peoplc believe is
achievable.

The most recent national test results -- from 2005 -- showed minimal progress since
2002. The number of fourth graders performing proficiently in reading improved
slightly to 31 percent, but eighth and 12th graders showed little change, at 31 percent
and 35 percent.

"Unacceptable achievement levels continue to plague our schools," the independent
Commission on No Child Left Behind, headed by former Bush Cabinel secretary
Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Gov. Roy Barnes, said in 4 report last year.

For all its flaws, there are strong incentives for Congress to reach an agreement to
reauthorize the law, which would continue in its current form unless a deal is reached.
That has Bush, a self-confessed C student, visiting schoolrooms in a bid to gain
political headway on the law he has made the domestic cornerstone of his presidency.

With test results showing American students lagging their counterparts from Finland
to Slovakia to Hong Kong, the president sees education as key to future national
prosperity.

"Our students are going to have to compete for jobs with students in China or India or
elsewhere," he told educators in Indiana.

WAR ON POVERTY

The No Child Left Behind Act was the 2002 version of an education law first passed
in 1965 as part of President Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty that has been extended
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ever since. It channels some $12 billion annually to help disadvantaged children, a
fraction of the cost of meecting its requirements.

The current law capped a 20-year effort to bring accountability and testing to schools
nationwide after a warning that mediocre education was jeopardizing America's
economic future.

It for the first time required states to set standards for reading and math and conduct
tests annually in certain grades. It also established penalties for schools where students
failed to learn.

That has been its primary accomplishment.

It has met opposition in Utah and Connecticut and a spate of other jurisdictions and
produced distorted outcomes.

Many teachers feel pressed to stop teaching the broader curriculum in order to help
students fearn to take the reading and math tests.

"Educators tell us they are required to administer test upon tes{ upon test, including
school, district and state tests,” McElroy said.

And while states were required to set standards, they were allowed to decide the level
at which students could be considered proficient,

As a result, in 2003, state exams found 87 percent of Mississippi fourth graders were
proficient, whereas national tests found only 18 percent at that level. Other states had
similar disparities.

Callis for change are coming from all sides.
Dan Lips, an education analyst with the conservative Heritage Foundation, favors
letting states opt out of the law without losing funding. A group of three Republican

lawmakers will introduce a similar measure this week, he said.

"States would have the freedom to take their share of federal funding free from the
existing rules and regulations and spend it on state-level initiatives,” Lips said.

The Commission on No Child Left Behind proposed more than 50 changes. Educators
and business groups have offered suggestions, as has Bush, who wants to use

scientists and engineers in the classroom, even if they're not teachers.

"t's not cool, but it's important to emphasize math and science.” Bush said.
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The Plain Dealer (Cleveland, OH)
Thursday, April 26, 2007
‘This test should be easy for Congress: No Child Left Behind up for

reauthorization
By: Scott Stephens

No Child Left Behind is being put to the test.

The 5-year-old federal education law, which requires all students to be proficient in math
and reading by 2014, is up for reauthorization in Congress.

Most believe lawmakers will indeed reauthorize the law - considered the centerpiece of
President Bush's domestic agenda - either this year or next.

Former Georgia Gov. Roy Bames, who co-chaired a bipartisan Commission on No Child
Left Behind, said he expects that will happen later this year.

"The new Democratic leadership in Congress needs to prove to the American public that
it can do something effective and affirmative," Bames said. "The president and the
administration want to have a discussion on anything that doesn't have the word "Iraq’ in
i.”

But few expect the bill to emerge unscathed. And even ardent supporters say the law has
weaknesses that should be fixed.

"We believe changes need to be made - changes that will make the law stronger,” said
Raymond Simon, deputy secretary for the U.S. Department of Education.

Those changes will be the subject of a panel discussion tonight in Aurora. The event
kicks off a three-day "leadership institute” sponsored by the KnowledgeWorks
Foundation, a Cincinnati-based nonprofit that specializes in education issues.

Panelists are expected to include Wendy Puriefoy of the Public Education Network,
Kathleen Fulton of National Commission for Teaching and America's Future, and
Mitchell Chester, senior associate superintendent at the Ohio Department of Education.
David Ferrero of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, will kick off the discussion with
remarks.

Among topics they will be discussing are four major changes Simon says the
administration is pushing for as the law is debated:

Credit schools for academic progress, even if they don't make test-passage targets.

Allow districts to be able to exempt more special education students with severe mental
disabilities from taking regular tests, and give them allernative assessments instead.
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Credit schools for teaching immigrani children English, even if limited language skills
prevent those youngsters from scoring well on standardized tests.

Change the scale on which a school's success is judged. Under the current law, a school
that misses one target - say the math passage rate for Latino students - is judged the same
as a school that misses 30 targets.

Other areas the administration and various advocacy groups would like to see addressed
range from changing the way teachers are paid to moving away from the law's focus on
tests.

But even some true believers are having doubts. Former Bush administration member
Michael Petrilli, for instance, says despite good intentions, the mechanics of the law are
broken,

"] think it's fundamentally flawed and probably beyond repair,” said Petrilli, now vice
president of national programs and policy for the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation.

For information on the KnowledgeWorks program, visit www.kwfdn.org.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:

sstephens@plaind.com, 216-999-4827
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The Plain Dealer (Cleveland)

Friday, May 11, 2007

Senior-itis: Rampagt, real, no known cure
By Scott Stephens, Plain Dealer Reporter

Educators and policy makers are searching for a cure for a common malady that's highly
contagious this time of year,

Senior-itis - the tendency of seniors to slack off during their final year of high school - is
a uniquely American rite of passage.

By the time spring rolls around, many seniors have been accepted to college, have a job
lined up, plan to travel overseas or are simply bored with school.

"It's definitely real," said Lakewood High School senior Stephen Bond, 18. "It goes on
quite a bit. I think it's the psychological fact that everyone knows they are almost done."”

Bond may be the rare senior whose grades have actually improved during his high school
career.

But research confirms that senior-itis, if not epidemic, is at least a real concern.

Recent data from the U.S. Department of Education's High School Transcript Study
found that high school seniors in 2005 earned slightly better grades, but fewer credits,
than they did in grades nine to 11. The credit difference equated to 48 fewer hours of
classroom instruction.

Researchers theorize that many students complete difficult math and science credits
before their senior year, leaving themselves with easier electives to fill their schedule.

Many belicve that the trend of early college acceptance - a practice that lets students pick
a college early in their final year of high school - has made the senior slump worse.

"It starts earlier and earlier these days,” said Cuyahoga Heights High School Principal
Lora Garrett. "For those planning on college, we stress that most of the colleges request a
final transcript before officially accepiing a student.”

That final transcript is more than a formality. In fact, a college's offer of admission is
contingent on successful completion of high school, said Patricia Rossman Skrha,
director of undergraduate admissions at Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea.

"We review those transcripts and, if we sce some extreme behavior, we contact the
student and find out what happened and why." said Skrha, formerly a counselor at St.
Ignatius High School in Cleveland. "I have witnessed admission offers being rescinded
even to students who have graduated.”
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That's why high schools have developed ways to combat senior-itis. Cuyahopa Heights,
for instance. several years apgo began Senior Project, a program in which seniors may
elect a two- or three-week placement in a carcer field that interests them. Teachers also
use research projects in the spring to keep students engaged, Garrett said.

Students could well be seeking that kind of challenge, according to a survey conducted
last year by the National Governors Association. A vast majority of the high school
students surveyed said their classes were not very difficult. Two out of three said they
would work harder if the classes were more demanding or interesting.

"A pood student just takes a lap around the field in their senior year." said former
Georgia Gov. Roy Bames, co-chairman of the bipartisan Commission on No Child Left
Behind. "The 12th grade is actually a fairly recent experience, It only started in the
1940s."

Barnes and others, such as Marc Tucker of the National Council on Economic Education,
have long argued that high schools don't adequately prepare students for college and
work in a global economy and need to be fundamentally overhauled.

That was the gist of a report released in December that proposed ending high scheol
sooner for most students. The report, called "Tough Choices or Tough Times," proposes
giving 10th-graders new state exams that would let most of them leave high school and
enter community colleges directly without remediation. High-scoring students could stay
in high school for advanced coursework to prepare for admission to selective colleges.

The money saved on high schools could be used 1o make high-quality early-childhood
education available to all 4-year-olds and all low-income 3-year-olds.

But the best strategy, said B-W's Skrha, is for seniors to use their final days in high
school to build on the skills they will need in the rigorous world of college.

"The reason study 'habits’ are called study 'habits' is that it's important to maintain them,”
she said. "Students do themselves a real disservice if they slack off senior year.”

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter: sstephens(@plaind.com, 216-999-4827

cleveland.com/education
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Gwinnett Daily Post (Georgia)

Saturday, May 26, 2007

Our public school teachers need support, not meddling
Editorial

As another school year comes to a close in Georgia, hats off to those heroes who labor in
the trenches underpaid, underappreciated and under pressure — our teachers.

I have two public school teachers in my family, Dr. Ted Wansley and Ken Yarbrough.
Both are high school science teachers. and I wonder sometimes why they do it. It sure
isn’t for the money. I suspect the reason 1s the satisfaction they get in having a positive
impact on young lives. Not many of us have that kind of opportunity.

There are more self-styled experts with their finger in the public education pie than there
are fleas on a dog. Remember the two state legislators who decided for themselves that
the school year in Georgia was 1oo long and “interfered with family vacations,” and
introduced legislation in the session to cut the year back by 10 days? Neither legislator
talked to the Department of Education or to teachers before introducing their ill-advised
bill. Fortunately, that bad piece of legisiation never saw the light of day in the 2007
session and hopefully never will.

Then there is the federal government program, No Child Left Behind. Former Georgia
Gov, Roy Bames co-chaired a yearlong bipartisan commission fo evaluate the program. |
could have saved the commission a lot of time. 1 have never seen a federal program that
wasn’t out-of-touch with reality, full of red tape and loaded with bureaucratic
gobbledygook. Why should No Child Left Behind be any different?

One of the recommendations ot the commission was for teacher testing. “Teacher quality
is the most important factor in improving school equality,” said Barnes, “especially in
disadvantaged children.” Sounds reasonable on the surface, but how do you test feachers
tairly? How do you compare a teacher in the inner city with a teacher in the affluent
suburbs?

Georgia recently enacted into law the opportunity for parents to send their disabled
children to private schools through a voucher system. Where does that leave public
schools? Most likely, with those disabled students who are the least educable. How do the
bureaucrats factor that into their tests?

How do you test teachers who must deal with impoverished children? My former boss,
John Clendenin, retired CEO of the now-departed BellSouth Corp. and one of the most
dedicated public education advocates in the country, once said, “You can't teach
geomelry io a hungry child.” Amen,

How do you test teachers who have children in the classroom who can’t speak English?
Should they slow down the lesson plan and bore the kids who are in class to learn, or
should they go full-speed and ignore those non-English-speaking children who don™t
understand whal is bemg said?

Why don’t we first test parents to see if they have a clue about their own role in public
education? Require them to understand their child’s lesson plan, check their homework
daily, make sure they behave at school and punish them when they don’t. When we are
certain that parents understand their responsibilities and promise to live up to them, then
we can rightfully test teachers.
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1t never ceases to amaze me that well-meaning and learned people can’t accept the fact
that the problems with our schools start outside the classroom door. Public schools reflect
the values and mores of society — no more, no less. Change the environment for the
better, and you will change public education. Why is that so hard for people to
understand?

In spite of the meddling, second-guessing and finger-pointing from legislators, think
tanks and the media, some good things are happening in public education in Georgia,
thanks in large part to State School Superintendent Kathy Cox, a former school teacher
herself. Superintendent Cox says her goal is to “lead the nation in improving studeni
achievement.” There is no question that we have a long way to go, but the important
thing is that we have begun the journey.

In the meantime, I suggest 1o schoolteachers that the next time somebody tells you how to
do your job, invite them to spend a year in the classroom. That ought to shut them up.

E-mail columnist Dick Yarbrough at yarb2400(@bellsouth.net.
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USA Today
Thursday, June 07, 2007

State tests put image ahead of performance
By Ledyard King, Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON - Almost every fourth-grader in Mississippi knows how to read. In
Massachusetts, only half do.

So what's Mississippt doing that Massachusetts. the state with the most college graduates,
isn't? Setting expectations too low, critics say.

The 2002 federal No Child Left Behind law was designed to raise education standards
across the country by punishing schools that fail to make all kids proficient in math and
reading.

But the law allows cach state to chart its own course in meeting those objectives,

The result, according to a Gannett News Service analysis of test scores. is that many
states have taken the safe route, keeping standards low and fooling parents into believing
their kids are prepared for college and work.

On Thursday, federal education officials plan to release a report that is expected to reach
the same conclusion: Many slates hold students to a relatively low standard.

Critics say states are more worried about creating the appearance of academic progress
than in raising standards.

"Tronically, No Child reforms may have the exact opposite effect they were intended to
have," said Bruce Fuller, an education and public policy professor at the University of
Califorma at Berkeley.

The GNS analysis found that relying on state test scores to judge students’ performance is
misteading,

For example, 89% of Mississippi fourth-graders passed the state’s reading test in 2005,
but only 18% passed the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) test. That
gap of 71 percentage points was the widest in the nation.

Massachusetts had one of the smallest gaps, with 50% of fourth-graders passing the state
reading test and 44% passing the NAEP test.

The national test is taken only by a small percentage of students in each siate and ofien
includes questions on material that schools haven't covered vet,

Fuller's research indicates the gap between state test scores and NAEP scores has actually
widened in many states since the federal law took effect.
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States that don't push students to meet higher standards risk sending them into the work
world unprepared —— even as global competition increases. More than half of 250
employers surveyed in 2006 said high school graduates are deficient at writing in
English, foreign languages and math skills.

“The future U.S. workforce is here — and it is woefully ill-prepared,” concluded the
report called Are They Really Ready To Work?

States: Comparisons to NAEP unfair

State education officials deny critics' claims that they're gaming the system by making
their tests easier. And they say it's unfair to compare state tests to NAEP.

They also say any changes in testing policies came after careful review and were
designed to make sure children learn what state standards require them to know. And
they note that federal officials signed off on the changes.

"We didn't game anything." said Tom Horne, superintendent of public instruction in
Arizona, which lowered passing scores on several tests in 2005. "We called together a
task force and the state (school) board decided to follow their recommendation.”

No Child Left Behind requires states to test students in math and reading from third
through eighth grade and once in high school. Every child must be proficient in those
subjects by 2014,

Schools that don't make "adequale yearly progress” toward that goal risk being flagged as
underperforming. Students at those struggling schools may transfer to a better school or
the local school district could be forced to use its tederal education money to pay for

tutoring.

States use a number of "cheap tricks" to create the illusion that students are doing better
than they really are, said Dan Koretz, a Harvard University testing expert.

Those include designing tests easy enough for almost all students to pass or lowering
passing scores to make sure most students make the grade.

"We tuss all the time about getting parents involved," said fonmer Georgia Gov, Roy
Barmes, who co-chaired a national commission that looked at ways to improve No Child
Lefi Behind. "Well, we've got to tell the truth to parents so they can get involved.”

Philadelphia schools chief Paul Vallas thinks the answer is national standards. Every
grade in every state would teach the same material and administer the same test.

Vallas, who will run New Orleans schools starting in July. said students who fled the
hurricane-devastated Gulf Coast in 2005 were stunned 1o find much more rigorous
education standards elsewhere.
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"The shocker ... is how poorly the kids have done in another state,” he said. "It was
probably a wake-up call.”

President Bush and lawmakers say the punitive elements of No Child Lefi Behind have
prompted states to re-examine standards and focus on long-neglected groups of students,
notably minorities and students with disabilities.

On Tuesday, the independent Center on Education Policy issued a report saying student
achievement on state tests has risen since 2002.

But it said "it's very difficult. if not impossible” 1o credit those gains to No Child Left
Behind because states and districts already were making improvements before the law
took effect.

Test-taking trauma

Critics of the law say it has forced schools to drill kids and emphasize testing at the
expense of other learning.

Tiffany Collins, 12, a seventh grader at Robert Frost Middle School in Fairfax, Va.,
knows May is test ime.

"When you think about the test, it's like, 'Oh, it's a big test, and, oh, am 1 going to be
ready for it?" she said. "I just think it's really a ot of pressure.”

States and some independent experts say comparing scores on the federal and state tests
isn't valid.

The national exam, they say, was never designed to compare standards from state to state.
It's administered only to a sample of students. each of whom takes only a portion of the
test.

And teachers and students are far more focused on the state tests because those tests
determine whether their schools make adequate progress and, in some cases, whether
seniors receive a diploma.

In Maryland, 58% of fourth-graders passed the state reading test in 2003, compared with
32% who passed NAEP. Two years later. 82% passed the state test while the percentage
scoring proficient on NAEP stayed the same.

"1t doesn't count for kids, they're not going to take it seriously." said Dixie Stack,
director of curriculum at the Maryland Department of Lducation.

Some states are taking the issue seriously.
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In 2005. Tennessce reported the largest difference in the nation between eighth-grade
student scores on the state's math and reading tests and scores on NAEP.

The state looked at its standards and found them largely in line with NAEP standards,
said Rachel Woods, spokeswoman for the state Department of Education. But the
Tennessee tests focused on a multiple-choice format as opposed to NAEP, which
demands morc essay responses.

Now, Tennessee is rewriting its tests and increasing requirements for high school

graduation. That will almost certainly tower the number of kids scoring in the proficient
range and increase the number of schools flagged as poor performers, Woods said.

But she said, "What's important is having more kids graduate with the skills they need to
succeed in life.”

Contributing: Greg Toppo, US4 TODAY
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The governors are on 2 roll
By Ben Wildavsky

President Clinton isn't the only politician with new initiatives on the table. The nation's
governors are proposing ambitious plans on everything from education to health care to
tax cuts. And unlike in Washington--where Congress is a bit preoccupied these days--
many of these local ideas have a good shot at becoming law. "The states are where the
action is in domestic policy,"” says Donald Kettl, director of the La Follette Insiitute of
Public Affairs at the University of Wisconsin--Madison. "The distance between the
beltway and everywhere else in the country has never been greater.”

What's more, the governors have the bucks to carry through on promises. Thanks to
higher tax revenues (courtesy of the booming economy), plummeting welfare caseloads,
and a substantial slowdown in Medicaid growth, most of the states are rolling in dough.
They've built up rainy-day funds against future economic downturns and this fiscal year
sitced taxes by § 7 billion and raised spending by a projected 6.3 percent. "The last

couple of years have been among the best ever.” says Donald Boyd, director of the Center
for the Study of the States at the State University of New York's Rockefeller Institute of
Government,

Flunking schools. Collectively, states are now sitting on the largest budget reserves in
almost two decades--and there's more to come from their historic settlement with the
tobacco industry. Topping governors' to-do lists: improving schools. For several years the
rallying cry in education has been setting high standards. Today's buzzword is
accountability. The biggest question governors face is what 1o do when teachers, pupils,
principals, or schools fail to make the grade. In California, incoming Democrat Gray
Davis says principals who don't cut it should be sacked and teachers at schools where
students perform poorly should be transferred (box, Page 30). Given the traditional
alliance between Democrats and teachers unions, it's noteworthy that another Democrat,
New Hampshire's Jeanne Shaheen, is backing legislation that would give the ax to subpar
teachers.

School vouchers remain popular among Republicans. Florida's Jeb Bush wants
performance report cards on each school in his state; students at schools that flunk would
get vouchers for private schools. Gov. Tom Ridge of Pennsylvania is pushing a five-year
pilot voucher program.

Many governors are dipping into their bulging coffers to fund edueation packages.
Others are raising school money through statewide lotteries. James Hodges of South
Carolina and Don Siegelman of Alabama have both promised lotteries to pay for college
scholarships and pre-kindergarten classes.

Taking a cue from Texas Gov. George W. Bush, many governors are pairing education
reform with plans to slash taxes. More than 30 staics have tax cuts on tap for 1999,




Wisconsin's Tommy Thompson wants a 1) percent across-the-board cut totaling § 1.8
billion over the next four years. Fellow GOP-er James S. Gilmore 111 of Virginia is now
in a bidding war with Democratic state legislators over how much of the state's nearly $
900 million surplus should be used to reduce Virginia's 4 percent food sales tax.
Republican Christine Whitman of New Jersey plans a § 1 billion property-tax cut over the
next five years. Whitman is among a group of governors--also including Ridge and New
York's George Pataki--pushing bills to require a "supermajority” of lawmakers to raise
taxes. "You'll know whether somebody's thinking of being president, vice president, or a
cabinet member by whether or not they're thinking of cutting taxes," says Grover
Norquist, president of Americans for Tax Reform.

Health care reform is also high on many governors' agendas. Georgia Democrat Roy
Barnes campaigned on a pledge to expand patient choice in HMOs. "If you can choose
who changes the oil in your car, you ought to be able to choose who delivers your baby,’

he argued.

Other state priorities range from controlling sprawl--a pet project of Maryland Democrat
Parris Glendening--to early-childhood-development programs. Republican Bill Jankiow
of South Dakota plans to promote the benefits of reading to infants developing in the
womb.

The boom times for states--and the accompanying policy fest--may not last forever. An
economic tumble could bring the era of state surpluses to a rapid end. For now, though,
real governors are giving a president who many say acts more like a governor a run for
his money.
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Barnes-storming in Georgia

HE LOOKS like a secondary-school maths teacher: a rumpled man of 51 in a suit that
probably hails from the discount store. with an unruly head of grey hair and sensible
spectacles. He sounds like a southern country lawyer, whose advice to legislators
approached by lobbyists "with their eel-skin briefcases and alligator shoes" was: "It's OK
to lie to lobbyists. In fact, I recommend it from time to time.” His wife Marie
(pronounced "May-ree” by her husband) routinely calls him a smart-ass. But Roy
Barncs, Georgia's Democratic governor for all of seven months, is on a roll. Never has
Georgia given such power 1o a politician. and never has one done so much so quickly.

Mr Barnes submitied 27 pieces of legislation to Georgia's General Assembly this year.
To everyone's astonishment, they all passed. He got a property-tax cut that will be phased
in over eight years, with estimated savings to taxpayers, the governor says, of $640m a
year; health-care reforms, which will allow many patients to choose their doctors and sue
their HMOs; a new consumer advocate's office. which will take in complaints and try to
ensure that insurance rates stay reasonable; and an open-records and open-meetings law,
which will require politicians and bureaucrats to be more candid with voters about what
they are up to.

All this paled, however, beside the creation of the Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority, a new body which gives the governor huge power to fight sprawl and restrict
the building of roads. No other governor in the country has anything approaching this --
but then few cities have built new roads with anything approaching Atlanta's abandon.

Under the GRTA (widely translated as "Give Roy Total Authority™), Mr Barnes can
exercise complete control over transport and development in the 20 counties that make up
the Atlanta metropolitan area, as well as in any other part of the state that falls out of
compliance with anti-pollution requirements. This bill also contains a political
masterstroke: it gives the governor the right to veto actions by the state Department of
Transportation, which has been a law unto itself for much of this century.

How was all this done? With a good deal of guile; Mr Barnes did not spend 21 years in
the Iegislature for nothing. Before his day. Georgia’s governors delivered their proposals
in a bundle at the beginning of the sessions. "But we trickled it out," Mr Barnes says, "so
we controlled the dialogue that was going o, and it didn't get all jumbled up.” This
controlled flow enabled the governor's releniless public-relations machine to surround his
every move with fanfare, a practice that continues even now that the legislature has gone
home. The governor also stretched precedent and protocol to the limit by being
aggressively accessible and visible to his old {riends -- even wandering into the
legislative parts of the state capitol, where governors are not supposed to go. And because
he knew the open-meetings law was the bill that would anger legislators most, he
rammed it through at the beginning of the session 10 avoid logjams and trade-offs later.




Luck played a part. Important civic groups wanted something like the GRTA, and it was
fortunate also that business leaders flocked to the cause, lcaving any possible Republican
opposition flat-footed. But Mr Barnes has a way of taking good ideas that already have
influential backing. needing only some sculpting and a boost from the slate, and hauling
out his chisel to produce the finished article. A typical example is the Yamacraw Mission,
named after the bluff where General James Oglethorpe established Georgia's first
settlement. The mission was just an idea -- to tap the combined forces of private industry,
state goverment and stalc-supported universities to sponsor microchip design in Georgia
-- when it was first proposed to the governor-elect. Mr Barnes signed on immediately,
said he would find $13.7m to support it, and promised $60m from the state over five
years. By the end of May. the mission was signing up 1ts first corporate partners.

Surprisingly, these warp-speed political successes have not yet exacted much political
cost. The governor remains his own man, in part because he has credentials in many
camps; both the Sierra Club and big developers, for example, supported his candidacy.
Given such far-flung support, he can step on toes, and often does so. He excluded all
elected officials and many big names from the new transportation authority committee he
named in June, provoking many yelps but reducing friction. As someone who has worked
closely with the governor puts it, "lis stock is so widely held that no one has a
controlling stake."

Next year's proposals are already fixed in Mr Barnes's mind. He has set up a 64-member
commission on education, which began meeting in June. The governor wants to establish
accountability; to measure, reward or punish the performance of students, teachers and
schools; to make schools safe:; and to get a better balance of spending between rich and
poor school districts. He also dreams of a conservation authority as far-reaching as his
transport authority is meant to be. Having fought to protect lakes, rivers and streams as a
legislator, he now plans 10 get all regional water and sewage policy under his thumb as
firmly as he has the roads.

His stock may fall, of course. The economic boom. which gives him money to burn, may
peter out, and legislators may have second thoughts about creating such a figure at the
head of the state. But, for now, Mr Barnes roars on. It all marks an extraordinary rise for
the boy from Cobb County, whose parents ran the hardware store in Mableton, and for
the post-graduate law student who sat at the feet of Archibald Cox, the Watergate special
prosecutor. Mr Barnes himself sometimes seems bemused that he has become the most
powerful governor in the country in terms of what he can do in his state. Those hoping to
emulate him should note that he has little charisma, that his presence is described as a
glow rather than a dynamo, and that it is often his silence that makes him stand out in a
crowd. This rumpled figure has few of the makings of a national candidate. But he 1s
certainly remaking Georgia.
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Georgia sets the standard

Even given that Georgia had the highest number of All-USA Teacher
Team nominees, it's still overrepresented on the First Team with

six of 20 spots. If there are reasons beyond a statistical glitch,

they may start at the governor's office, where Gov. Roy Barnes

is building on policy set by his predecessors. First Teamers say.

Gov. Zell Miller, who held office from 1990 1o 1998, followed
through on promises 1o use lottery money for education, they say.
Miller is also credited with bringing teachers' salaries up to
national norms, high for the Southeast.

But Tina Cross, magnet lead science teacher at Carver High in
Columbus, says the movement for quality education started in the
'80s with former governor Joe Frank Harris. Harris started the

push for salary increases and established the Quality Basic Education
Act, which set uniform class size and equalized funding for basic
supplies.

Finally, Georgia offers incentives that encourage progressive
teaching and professional development. Three First Teamers won
$ 500 outdoor classroom grants from the state that helped them
get innovative programs going.

Four of the six First Teamers with doctorates teach in Georgia,
where the degree earns higher pay. One, Lenell Lindsey of Len
Lastinger Primary School in Tifton, got a financial boost for
earning National Board Certification, a standard rcached by only
1,900 teachers nationwide.
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States Gather Big Surpluses, Benefit of a Strong Economy
By Robert Pear

Buoyed by revenues from a strong economy, states have accumulated large surpluses, are
cutting taxes and plan to increase spending for edueation and health care this year.

In a new report. the National Governors' Association said 36 states had surpluses equal to
5 percent or more of their spending.

State surpluses totaled $35 billion at the end of the 1999 fiscal year, and states expect 1o
wind up the current fiscal year with more than $27 billion in surpluses.

In the last year, 42 states cut taxes. And a separate survey by the National Conference of
State Legislatures says that at least one-fourth of the states are seriously considering tax
cuts this year. Governors or legislative leaders have proposed such cuts in Alaska,
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Maryland, Minnesota, New York, Oklahoma.
Tennessee, Utah and Wyoming.

The conference of state legislatures said states had cut taxes in each of the last five years.
William T. Pound, executive director of the conference, said: "For the sixth year in a row,
states are expecling to see continued sound fiscal health. This unprecedented streak is the
fiscal equivalent of defying gravity.”

In Massachusetts, State Senator Mark C. Montigny, a Democrat who is chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee, said, "We're in about the strongest financial position we've
been in.” Mr. Montigny said the state had a comfortable cushion in its unemployment
fund and its budget stabilization fund, enough to carry it through a recession. should one

oLcur.

The last recession ended in March 1991, and President Clinton often says that the nation
will set a record next month for "the longest economic expansion in the history of our
country.”

In this year's elections, politicians from both parties are stressing their commitment to tax
cuts.

Gov. Thomas R. Carper of Delaware, a Democrat running for the Senate seat held for 29
years by William V. Roth Jr., a Republican, boasts that Delaware has cut personal or
business taxes for seven years in a row.

Stacey R. Marzer, a fiscal analyst at the National Association of State Budget Officers,
said states were using more of their surplus money for construction of roads and schools
this vear. By contrast. she said, in the last few years, they set aside more of the money in




"rainy day"” funds, which can be used in time of economic trouble. But having made
provision for a rainy day, states say they can now use their surpluses for other purposes.

Gov. Roy Barnes of Georgia, a Democrat. asked the State Legislature on Monday to use
some of the state's $648 million surplus to improve education and health care, and he is
also proposing a cut in property taxes.

"We have been blessed with unprecedented prosperity,” Mr. Barnes said. "One way to
help keep Georgia prosperous is to let taxpayers keep more of their hard-carned money."
The New York State Legislature convenes on Wednesday, and members say they expect
a surplus of $1 billion or more in the fiscal year that ends March 31. That does not
include a surplus of $1.8 billion that accumulated in the prior fiscal year and is being
used to pay for property tax cuts.

In New York, as in many states, Jegislators would like to use some of the surplus for
programs popular with voters. But independent budget monitors, including bond-rating
agencies, have expressed concern that tax cuts already enacted in New York could
hamper the state's ability 10 deliver services, particularly if there is an economic
downturn. Gov. George E. Pataki, a Republican, is expected to plead with lawmakers to
set aside much of the surplus as a hedge against such a downturn.

In California, the Legislature convened this week, with state officials projecting a budget
surplus of at least $2.6 billion for the current fiscal year. And they foresce a $3 billion
surplus for the nex{ year.

How to use such surpluses will be a major issue for lawmakers in California and other
states. State legislatures begin their regular sessions this month in 36 states. Legislators
convene in eight more states in February, March or April.

Raymond C. Scheppach, executive director of the National Governors’ Association, said
that Medicaid costs were surging again, afler several years of slow growth in the health
program for low-income people. Spending on prescription drugs is a major reason for the
increase, he said.

The survey by the governors' association found that states cut taxes last year by a total of
$5.2 biliton. Texas reported the biggest cut, $1.9 billion, followed by Florida ($834
million), Minnesota ($796 million), Michigan ($497 million), Pennsylvania ($407
million), Ohic ($337 million) and California ($302 million).

Property tax relief and other tax cuts were a major element of Gov. George W. Bush's
legislative program in Texas last year. And they are a major element of the record on
which he is running for president.

New York reported a tax cut of $99 million, while New Jersey cut taxes by $101 million
and Connecticut cut $104 million,
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Illinois reported the biggest net increase in revenues. $436 million, mainly because it
increased motor vehicle registration fees. to help finance public works projects. New
Hampshire, Oregon and Tennessee also increased taxes, the governors' association said.

The governors said 10 states had taken action to change the amount of cash payments to
families on welfare in the current fiscal year. Nine states -- California, Maine, Maryland,
Michigan, Montana, Ohio, Tennessee, Texas and West Virginia -- increased benefits for
at least some welfare recipients. Florida was the only state that reported a reduction in
cash assistance benefits, a 15 percent decrease.

In 40 states, the report said, welfare benefit levels remain the same as in 1999. In general,
it said, states are making fundamental changes in the structure of welfare programs
without altering benefit levels. The number of people on welfare has plummeted, by 51
percent since January 1993, but spending for welfare and child care has increased. As a
result, states say, they now spend more for each family on welfare, on the average, than

they did seven years ago.

hitp://www.nylimes.coin
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Lagging in Education, the South Experiments
By David Firestone

The states of the South, long home to the nation's poorest and worst-performing students,
have desperately begun 1o experiment with education theories and school reform plans in
ways that are drawing national atiention.

While experimentation is going on in a few states in other regions, almost every Southern
governor, Republican or Democral. is either hunting for new school money or trying
combinations of familiar and occasionally untested ideas for improving student
achievement. Some of the plans mix new spending for large state education agencies and
teacher salaries with conservative proposals like vouchers and an end to teacher job

protection,

"The Southern states have really been pushing the envelope," said Kathy Christie, who
runs the information clearinghouse at the Edueation Commission of the States, a
nonprofit policy group based in Denver. "They may be low in achievement, on average,
but they have a number of high-quality proposals out there that may start to change that
in the next few years."

Gov. Paul E. Patton of Kentucky seemed to be speaking for the entire South earlier this
vear when he informed state lawmakers of his top four priorities: "Education, education,
education and education.” Not all his colleagues have been quite so wry about it, but in
virtually every statehouse in the South. the priorities arc essentially the same,

Georgia is about to become the first state in the country to wipe out all job protection for
teachers, a measure Gov. Roy Barnes pushed through the state legislature over the
objections of teacher organizations as a message that the world had changed. The end of
tenure is the most attention-getting element of Mr. Barnes's sweeping education
overhaul, approved last month, which mandates smaller class sizes, bonuses for teachers
in good schools and a new education burcaucracy to monitor annual testing.

South Carolina has been spending more than $70 million a year to raise teacher salaries
above the regional average and provide scholarships for tuture teachers, and it has
established a new training institute for principals.

A Texas approach begun in the early 1990's and enhanced by Gov. George W. Bush has
put a strong emphasis on festing, breaking new ground in the close monitoring of low-
income and minority students.

North Carolina -- hailed along with Texas in a 1998 study by the National Edueation
Goals Panel as having made among the largest gains in reading and math scores in the
first part of the 1990's -- is tightening the licensing of both new and experienced teachers.
At the same time, it is offering substantial bonuses for teachers in high-performing




























































































































