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Jell Duncan-Andrade, Ph.ID.

[eff Trincan-Ancrade, PhaOk, iz an Assecione Prolessor of Basa Studics, Education Administration and
Interdisciplingry Studies ar San Francisee Stale Universily and acthor of two haols, Vhe Artof Crikioal
Pedagagy: Passihilities far Maving fram Theory te Praclice ln Urban Schools and What o Sooch Con
Peock & Teocher. As a committed practidoner-researches |el cuntinues Lo weach high school in Ezst
Cekland where for the past 18 vears he has procticed and studied the wse pf cotical pedzgoey in urhan
soacnls. He is the tnnder af the Com

nhroup which warles directhywith
schenlzarnund che eoomtry znd internationally Lo develop more cyuitable school environments. In
20010, he alsp founded The Rozes in Concrate ity Schood [RICY RIC is & lub schoal desizned
w provide a vishle alernative modzl for urban education, one that prioritizes culturally allicming
and Lrauma respunsive school relatinnships as the pativweay ta building healthy and sustainablo

ComImunities.
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Dear Turous of the Brock Pidze in lnternational Educidinn:

1 bave Been serving the enmmnnnity uf Oakland as o public school teacher for the past 24 veurs, in
alulition o my work ws 4 professor in Clknic Sendies af Sae Francisen Stale University, Tam repularly
called on @0 consull with high noeeds schools aornss fhe touatry for guidasce on communily reponsive
eeducational approaches. This work is informed by my vears in Osklaed public schoeds as well as Y ow
rescarch inlo huw hest to tmslurm these carnrmuaition from within, The cabminanion of @is work resulied
inthe apening of my dream schoal, Rosee in Conerete Conmmuaily Schoal, in Cabkland in 2005,

| along with the frunding e of te schood, collaborsted with the Alameda Counly Pablic
Health Department to identify the boundan es af Qubland s highest need neighbrrhoods, The resoies
incicated o need tn focus on the Base Osklnngd neighbormonds bounded by High Street, Heghway BRO,
106th Avenue and ThHglway 380, The raciallethnic mix of this area of Fast Oaukland is prroceni ity
Launo (47.5% 3 and Alrican Amesican (38,150, Azian Americans and Tacilic Llanders enmbied
represcnt TAE of this arca’s population. Beat Okl has one o e Ighest rutes of tnermployment apd
highest munler rates in the coantry. In facr, on virngally evory Lealth indicatar measvrable. Lest Okk g
spares as one iF the highest meed commonities in the countey:

Lrneoonmunly high rates of teen hirh (60 8%

Dunilies led by single maghers (4%

Little edusatiom (36.4% wilh less than high school educarion)
Linemploymead (1325

Poverly (30.1% childen living in poveriy

Rrses in Coocrele Comimenily School provides community responsive waching #o 1he ane of the
mnst vialnesable commumitics iz Oukland. Our selool i= chartered 1o serve grades K &, with exparsion
cach year. This fall, we have expanded to be o K-7 school serving neardy 400 sindents. Drerrographically,
ouf shudents are almeat 50% Alrican Amencan and 305 T atins Additioaally, we are the oaly lab sely
in the Chukland Uanified School Disric, As such, we open our dones to edueators and rescarchers
mnlerested i seeing model enmmunity responsive feiching in nerien. T is our Eope oo contioue 1o expand
this influcnes by way of an Apprentice Fellnwship Prormm curvently i development whenehy student
teachers Feons Qakland will apprentice ar Roses in exchange for support in aheziring (heir credentialing
A dgreving to teach i the LS. Umately, we sce polentiol 1o crests 3 pipeline of urhan educalens
delicuted w serving students of colos and their comannitie: in weays that are directly responsive o their
stuled pricnities. We belicve this can tensform Oakland Trom within, will exponential infleence. This
effart will create & madel for communiny ses pansive eacher develupment thar can be &hared snd sealed w
tranafoimn leaching in valnerable communies throughoat the naticn and serass (he alube,

Diggmuphy:
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Marizizz fAendemp Moreeney Bay, Morihridgs 1o, Sanmerm, San Peraundiva, San Treen, Sor Brazzoo, San Jus, i T ne (s, b Mazzrm, Senome, Sudas o
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Faian Associate Professor of Raza Studies end Fducaion at San Frapcisen Sate Lniversity and
trander of Teaching Froellence Network (TEN ) und the Cosnumunity Responsive bducarion Group
warking with schanls and districts sropod the word e develap and silpport ellective classroom and
schoal cultures. As u classronm tescher and school Teader in Fast Cakland for the pasl 24 vears, my
Peinzosy has been widely studied wnd seclaimed fur prod peing ungummon levels of social and academic
suwcess for students. | Ieetire around the werld and have antored to hooks and TLUTIETOLE Jotrmel
articles sl bouk chapters oo effectve praciices in schools, My work on the clements of cffectiye
teaching in =chonls serving puor and working class childven s recogmizod througkout the U5, and as 5
abroanl ws Brazil and Mew Zealand, Tn 2013, 1 kecame a Nutional Commission o Teaching & America's
Fulure (NUTAF) Commizsioner and was part nf the Lreal educarnds inviled W the White [Howse oo
MNubional Teacher Appreciation Duy by Presidest Ctbama in 2006, T have heen ranked as vne of the 100
mest influential schalars by BdWeek RHS U Cdu-Schalar Pablic Influence Rankings for the past three
VORI,

Reses 1s the culmisaton of my research wnd practice in CUIRMUNICY Feapoasive sducation a5 o
form of social jusice. As a product und resident of Lhe eity of Oubdand, the opering vf Roses was the
realization wf my vizion e model teal svsternic chanee tist can he replicated threughmr the QUL and
Beyoml. Roses implements suceesafil prosrmmimatic mouels intn an eofize institational vision thar
vummbines the power of the most subslantve research in the ficld with some af te sation's most
ueempiished urban educators. Ruses is already being tonred s u muional model of urban toacher
pracrice, coiching and suppon with many scheols ang disticts around the counlry requesting fechnical
adviging and requesting upnortenitios o visit, Additionglly, Foses is disectly partnered witl Teaching,
Facellenoe Metwork which provides teacher developmienl vnd techialogy servizes o schools und disticls
b aver 12 srares and to major eacher development orsanizaticns Tike Teach for A,

Roses in Conceele represents a paradipmatic shifi leorm tradifional schoul models Ty respunding
o cormmunity aceds vwithin an insteuctional spase: e siidents, parenis, weachers snd lac! UMty
rembers A surveved regniady via TEN so that their voiees evnmprise the curricnlar focus of onr schoed,
LHtimately, e schonl aims 19 sguip stodenrs with multitaceted shills o impaEar their communiries
posirively. [Lalse creates a nebust professional culture fiat allows weachers 1o gl the ongoing supzor and
taining L respond to sludent needs, Finally, it creates  model peieily pipelines of well preparcd
Future educatars s enter the profession much heerer equipped to meel the challenge of teaching in rhe
nalin’s most vulneradle commuoniies—heginning, specifically, wilh Owklznd,

W hat sels i wiork apen

Most schands Tocus va educating puor kids so thar they can cecape the poversy and sulfering of
their communitics success then is defloed by Row Tar oo can get from ane’s awn eomimonity, We Koo
that nothing mare profoundly widermines critaunily s hope e the oulmigeacion of their hestand
brightest young minds, Roses cultivate: warrior-schulors who see the transformagion ol their conmanunity
a5 an eppertunicy and ai obligution to lead Lives of direet dclion for social tnpecl Une of flie delining,
eharacieristics of the wasrine-scholar is hope, Whea you instill Rape in younge penple, they become e
generuliangl hope Lor a communily . Waen thar hope i reatized theough invessment in them ecademicully,
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socially, ermationally aod colturally, they retum 1o the eommniey and tavsfocm i, AL Boses, we belisve
the purpose of public education ina democrecy i3 o develop vorng people commilled 1o self-avwareness,
infellecioalism, wnd critical civic engagemenr.

Fha ract iz, we Tive ioa seciety Lanted By rcism, seraphebia, oassizm, aod I|u-:u_:-]_|lu_:-|_~|.-1 wnd
this reguls i students” vveresposure L sozial woxing. There sie schoals in Oakland that are interested in
addressing the "achivverment gap” bul rarely do they sddeess the cnee cange af the pip which i= ineguality.
The majarity of wrban schuol teachers foel overwhelmed by e challenses urban youlh Tace in their lives
and consider themselves ill-cquipped f2 respond with o pedagory thut will develop hope in the Faee of
stich duuning hardships, Theae reachers have a critigue of sooiad ineguality kut cannor manitest this
critique inany Kind oF baosfoomilive pedagogicul project.

Al o the research in the Ficld is elear that one of 1he most power{ul agenws for dismpting exising
ineguality gups and addeessing taxie stiess Tor childnen are weachers. Sadly, little irnovation has happened
in ke we recruit, develop, and suppoent leuchers. Tor this rensor, srudent achievemea: saps have
rernained virteally stagnant since we started trucking it as a nation. Progiams aed projects aimed ot
arldressing thiz chuollenge we quick wo 05" smdenrs o mely do people find ways 1o better cauip schonls
and teachers (o better serve stodenrs,

Rozes inunigque io thil i aliges research and gractice, We democrtize e provess of identitying
and asseRsing o conununity's privnties in Gree foeal domaias of CRE (relationships, relevance, end
reEpoasieality ) so thal weachers and communinics s inadizlogee about their priorities. Veachers then have
auCess L0 peer suppor in Praxis Foaming Circles 10 shre and address their pasticalar challenges nogether.
Edwgaters rom ontside ean then participale by witnessing this work in action. This is cur unique model of
scale--net toeplicate e scheol isellin multiple communisics, Tt o create a pioeline of urban
erlucanos, leaders, und policy makers whoe can implement practices in their own communilies that are
dincelly respunsive i that community’s priorices and needs, By doing so. we are creeting and populaling
& merveTnent for secial justice fa e expooenial impect hevond oor schond"s four walls,

Sinverely.
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Me. Kelly Wilsur, Deat
High Terh High Graduate Schunel of Educatinn
lurer, Brock Frize in International Tdurarion

Auzust 20,2018
Doar Dean Wilsan,

larn pleased Lo nominate felf Duncan Andrade for the Brock International Prize in Education. | belicve
that Jeli’s accomplishments and contributions in the Held over the past bwensy vears make him wirthy
anid uniquely gualified to receive this award, Az a teach ey scholar and educational leader [efFs warle
has received broad international acelaim, s relentless anid cregtive elforts to furthier equity and
stwial justice in education are truly cxceptional, Tn the fallowing paragraphs 1 will elaborste on the
nature ul his unique contributions and explain why | am so enthusiastic ahout putling forward bis
nmmination for this award.

| have knowe Jaff for soveral years. While he was = doctoral student at Uc Berkeley 1 scrved as his
aclvisor and the chair of his dissertation. We have remained connected through our work and aur
friendship, ever since. [off is widely respected as = scholar, teacher and com munity activist, In facl, he
i5 witlely regarded as one of the leading schnlars in the nation ie the field ofurban education. His
waTk focuses on the ways in which race and ethuicity, ineguality and injustice, impact education and
the children served in under-resourced schools. Mach of his wark has forused an the role of crivical
pedagopy in addressing the educational necds of urhan youll but more recantly, he has also focused
wn how scheols can address the eftects of poverty and tranma in Juw-ineome communitics. His work
ig highly regarded by scholars in his Beld and hy practitioncrs across the country, Because of his
uriig) e strengths = o practitioner and scholar, he bas haen particularly influential in addressing the
challenpes confronting marginalized children of calor,

While seeving as a teacher at Dakland High Schanl, leff oblained severs) impartant insights inta the
challenges confronting wrban pualic achonls and the students they serve, He saw firsthand how the
disorganization ol the school svstem and Lhe lack of slran B, positve relationships between teachers
ancd students uften exacerhated the challenges canfronting the system and ils students, He came to
understand that beliefs aboul students - their culture, Lheis strengths and their needs, invarmahly
inflnenced the expectations thar wore held by educators toward them, For much af this Lime, [elf was
a dovtorsl student ar UC Berkelay and also served as the Girls' Basketball coach, latf drew oo the
valuable insights he chtained fram =sach of the roles he performed as leacher, coach and mentor, fa
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enhance his ability Lo navigate the highly dysfunetional schoal system amd to serve as a kighly
elfective advocate for his students. Owver the course ol his career, he sarned a reputation as hath a
highly effective teacher who was able to work with some of Bie most at-risk stzdents, and an
nulstanding basketball coach.

One strand of Jeff's rescarch has focused on the role of popular culture in supparting the developmoent
and academic achinvement of urban high scheol students. In his dissertation, Jeff drew upon four
vears of ethnographic research to analvze the role and potential of sporks as a medium for cnpaping
students more deeply in school. Tn subsequentwork [What a Cozch Can Teach 2 Teacher], [eff has
eaplored how sports can be used to provide opportunities for marginalized students to pursue higher
equcation. Drawing upon a theoreticsl lramework to understand the effects social and cultural
ineqquality, Jeff’s schinlarship since his dissertation has made it clear that il is prssiale to use education
Lo overcome the constrainte al frequently limit studet achivvement and mebility. His. ground-
hreaking book, The Art of Crivical Pedageay (Petor Lang 2008), co-authored with Ernest Morrell, has
acen well-received because of its creative, critical and original approach to addressing tha complex
issues confronting urban youth,

Throughout his career in academia Jeff bas continued to teach in the rublic schoals, While in the
clactoral program at Berkeley, Jeil Langht Fnglish at Oalland High Scheol, not becanse he needed the
meney, bul because he was so dedicated to his studencs and undeestomd the importance of connecti ng
theory to practice. He has received numerous honers fur his efforts as a teacher and coach Because he
has shown thal it is pessible to teach students to be goad athletes and strong students, While ssrving
i the faculty at San Franciscs State University he continued to teach a group af high schoal studenis
in West Qakland and provide them with intensive suppert and advising. His efforts resulted in sach
eneaf his students {over 100 in four vears) being admitted to college.

|eff prssesses a crealive mind, a serious commitment to intellectual work and nther gualities thal have
cnabiled him to produce articles and hooks that have had an impact upon the ficld of education, He
wriles extremely well and cisplays insighttul anabyvtical skills when addressing practical and
thearetical edncational issues. He has presented nmmerous papers at AERA and severz! nther
scholarly mestings un his research that bas frcused an the use of popular culture in the curriculuns
and a5 a strategy for making educstion meaningfal and enpaging for students. He has alsa used his
research anc praclics? insights to enhanee his tezching in ways that inspire students and encourspe
Ui iy see hosy they can inales a difference threugh their work,

Four years ago, Jetf embarked an what may very well be the most important and chaflenging project
that he has underiaken during his professicnat career as an educator. In 2014, Jeft founded Rose in
Concrete [RiC) School in Qakland. A cemmunity based charter school that cmbraces pedagozical
praceices thal are culturally and lngulstically responsive to the newls ofits students, BiC FUpTEEStS
le culmination of Jefl's thinking about the types of pedsgogical strategies and social supports that are
needed Lo et the needs of urban stodents, RiCis a beautilful school that utilizes restorative
practices, dual immersion [Spanish and English] and the arts, to molivate, engage and CIMJHIVET
students. Fventually, he intends b have the school function s 2 Lab Schoal where fulurs teachers can
be trained. The schonl is already an inspiration to thousands of cducators across the couniry whe



UAIVERSITY OF CALTFORNLA, LUS ANGELES LCLA

RAFAEELEY » DAVIE # CRVIBS * 1IE ANEEINS « RIBRCED o ETYVEREDE » 5o~ 11000 = 54 TRANCISSD

SBAR LA TAHRGARS @ 55N A CRLLL

view RiCas a model of what is possible when educators are committed to countering the adverse
crnditions that fypically undermine their students.

F believe that Jeft is worthy of this award because his approach to the issues confranting urhan
coucation in the United States is so innovative and effective. Te is a talented schelar, a dedicated and
pifred practitioner, and a leader who is having encrmouws impact on the tield of education. | am
delighted Lo support his nemination foe the Brock Prize.

Sincerely,

Pedro Koguera
Distinguished Mrofessor of Tdocalion

Graduate Sehoul of Education and Information Studies
11514
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August 25, 2018
Ceear Kally

It iz ar hanar to recommeand Dr. Jeff Duncan-Andrade for tha Brock Prize in Intemational
Education, Cur paths have crossed numenous times throughout his 25 yoar carear, mast
recanily as irvited panslisis by the Aspen Institute for a ferum an soclal amaotional learning.
Jett's fhecriss of astion an community and cultural responsivencss, hope, love and balonging
represent an important madel for imatemeanting and achieving equity o schocls. I'd lave to ses
him racaive the recognition he deserves by way of this prize.

Wnat impresses me about Jeffs work is the way he brings theary and practice tegether in
powerlul ways, Hiz deepwork a5 3 teacher and a scholar lluminate very real poszibilities for
sohoals and ciassroaoms 0 Bacame more culturally and secially responsiva. His camimitrment ta
remain connected to classrooms and schools has grounded his rescarnch inthe complax reality
af schools, while revealing compalling mocels that stand ta better meet the noeds of aur
nation’s most vuinerabie youlh and families.

I'va witnessad the impact of JaT s work threughout the fisld of education in our work logether on
the Matianal Cammission on Teaching and Amearica’s Fulure and tha SEAD Commissian, whers
nis schelarship and grounding in practice have mads him an impotant voce . | was thiilled to
iearn Jeff was translating h's research and teaching inte an entire schaol with tha ladnch of the
Fases i1 Concrate Community School in 2015 Through my work at the Learning Folicy Instifute
At Stanford, we engaged with Roses az a scheol site modeling SEL and cultural fesponsivity as
part af iis faundationzl practicas in instantisting the sciences of learning and devolopmant and
bringing that knawledoe base into productive aciian, Rozes in Concrats has groal promiss as a
site tor rasaarch in practice and ongoing investigation into what makes 2 school responsive to
sludants. families. and communities, and it presenis an impartant contriaution te the faeld
benauss it demonstrates how owr most vulnerable children can be educatad well

| eegely await the cortribufions Jeff will condnue to bring o the fisld of education, | wodld be
thiflled fo see this work asknawledged with the Brocx Prize in Intemational Education.

sincaraly,

X _ﬂﬁ.%me_

Linda Dading-Hamimand
Fresidant. Leaming Policy Inslitute
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Eelly Wilson, Dean, High Tech Iligh
Graduate Schoedd of Educalion & Taror,
Brock Prize in [nkermational Education

Diear Droen Wialson:

Lam pleased Lo wrile this Tetter on belielf of Professor Jellrey Thimcan-Andreade
who is being considered tor the Rrock Prize in International Education. T have
known Dr. Duncan-Andrade for about 13 vears disst as a member of the Urhan
Teacher Fducation Metwork, then when he became a lacu ity member al San
Francisen State Lniversity, and finally as lounder of the Boses in Concrate
Communily School in Oakland, CA.

Profusser Dunean-Andrade is one of the more pralific scholams in the field Loday.
In his sl 5 short years as a professor Dy, Duncan- Andrade published a book
[with 2 more under eomtract), @ peor-reviewed arlicles, and 18 hook chaptors,
edited volumes, and reviews. Duncan-Andrade’s worlk looks at effactive
pedagogy for urban schools. Sines that lime he has continued o an uprweard
trajectary throughout his career. He has now pubslished at least 5 volumes and
secres of arlicles and baok chaplers. What makes hiz work differant [pom most
scholars is that he seamlessly knits together theory and practice. At the same
time he is researching and writing ahout teaching in urhan schools, he is teaching
n urban schools.

Whal has been excifing about this dual rale of researching and teaching is thal he
has worked o develop high school students inte critical

sucicligists felhnographers. As a consequence T, Dancar Andrade has brougrht
hiz stuclents to presenl at major professional conferences on al least 2 ecasions,
In fromt of packed mesting room, e, Dunsan-Andreade’s shrden s were
competend, confident, and poised. 1L wes clear that he has liad a positive impact
on their L]‘;irﬂc:'i'ﬂg aboul themseives and the world aronnad then

P'rivfessor Duncan- Andrade’s scholarly trajectory delinitely is et for success. TTa
publishes i a variely of venues and as a consequence is well known across a
number of felds—elhnic sludies, tercher education, and arilical pedugmogmy, His
book, twilh Ernest Morrell), Lhe avt of eritical pedagomy: Possibililics for moung from



Hieary Lo practice i wrban schoals, is a great example of a beautifully nuanced
unalysis of school failure that incorporates both the systemic structural problems
and the powerful symbol systems that are regulacly recruited to suggesl that
nothing can be done to reverse U eyele of failure that pervadas inban schoel
COTIIILLIeS,

L belicve D Duncan-Ancdeade is a perfect candidate tor the Brock Prize, He
continues o cogage with issues ol educaton both in the academy and the field,

I decision o Lound and direct Oakland’'s Roses in Concrete Comumunity School
excmplifivs the kind of bold stance Teff has been willing to take on behall of
students whe have heen lelt oul and locked out of quality cducation. The
school's decidedly social justice focus is an example of how Jefl intends 2 Fraliity
Lealy dumaeratic cilizens, not merely young people whi can pazs tests,

Dr. Duncan-Andrade is a wemderful choice for this award and 1 endorse him
without reservation, Lam happy to answer any additional reshons you may
have about this recommendation.

Aincerely,

Gelaria Ladson-Billings, Professor Emerita
Department of Cardculum & Tnstraction

Fermer Kellner Family Chair in Urban Education
Presidenl, Nabional Aca demy of Education
Email: sjladsondiviscedu
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Jeffrey Michael Reies Duncan-Andrade
Msaeciate Professor
Tatitaio Studies &
Lquity, Leadership Studies, and Instmctional Technologies
sith Francisco Srate Universios
DGl Hollowsay Aovenue
San Francison, UA 94112
(210 907-4243
e-mall: Jundredezgstie.cdn

EDUICATION

2007 Ph.D., Social and Cultueal Sudies in Bduearion, THstineliun on Ol Exams, Tniversity of
Calitornie, Berkeley,

1597 MLAL, Language, Litercy and Cultarz n Fdueation, Uaiversity of Califormig,
Berhcicy.

190 Califorwin Clenr Teaching Credentianl, Secondery Fnglish.

1992 oA, BEnglish Literamez, Com Tande aomd Department Honnes, University of
Californie, Berseloy,

IS TIOCTORAL TRATNING

SUUz-2005 Postdoctaral Vellowship in the Seciclogy of Urban Eduzarion, Dniversily ol Calitoria, Loy

Aneelzs.

FROFESSIONAL EXPERTENCE

A0 1d-present Fonuder wnd Board Chaiv, Roses i Concrete Cormmunity Sehacl

ZUN-prosent Associute Frofessor, San Franclsco State University, Collese of Lihaic
Bludies. Latina’n Studiss Depariment

2010-presant Asspeiate Professor, Sun Francisco Stare Uiiversily, Colleae of
Bduzarion, Depariment of Equity, Teadership Sledies, anc Instruetiona)
Technologizs

H010-2017 Dhreclor of Educational Fouity, Lastilule for Susraialle Beonuenic,
Fulptational, end Envirenmental Design (ISEERD)

2hn3-2013 Dircetor, Eest Oskiard Slep-le-Callage Program, San Franciseo Stace 1 versiy

2009-2013 English Literature Leacher, Fromont Hieh Schoo] (Oakland, CA0
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Drneai-Andrade, I 02007, Keynote address for Association of Califomia School Adninistrators, Sen
Lidiz Obispo, CAL
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Reviewer, Sanfa! Proflens, 20046-

Beviewer, Jowenad of Teochier Fdpcation, 2004
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Note lo Educators: Hope Required
When Growing Roses in Goncerete

JEFFREY M. K. DENCAMN-ANDEAIE

Sam Froweiten Stage Dhniveril

e s easa, felf Dvenccan-Andvade exbloves the comeet of fijee, minoh wos ceaital fo
S Obgiriar codiaion, s ssaentiad for puctaring wran yoeurf. He e demfier dhies
fivaes af Sfadse T " frodary hope, wipehical e, wrd Mg defivred - furonsiie 1
et pectelded fy mang wiban sotonls. Dhscasseon af these fadee hefies fhen pives way fo
Dumean-Androde’s eofeepeion of “ortiead hoge,” eeblatned hooughn e descrition of
tliree necessary eloments of sdyentivnal fractice Wt jiroduce @l 00008 irie Bage,
Therogl he ooices of sovng peele and their fachers, ang the waacaluen of hetes
Sl st el dovoeery, DhmemneAnedride proctoims saitical hope's sgniiconce
Jur an ediication th veleves wodeserved sufferng i emmunies,

Thie tidea char hoepe alone will crreslon o the worldl, and astion woder talzen o
phant kil ol madverd, 5 an axcellent roode co hogpelesiness, possimizm, and Sl
ism. Bu the aiemp o oda without hope, in che stroggle (o anprovee the warld.
as if thaz stromste couled e relored weeatonlared acts alone, or s poeele scicache
appuaaci, isa rivelows ilusien, (Preive, 1987, p, 8)

Parack Olwmad's presidential campaign postiioned i as e leador won
could felp restore Lope w the naten, Drawing heavily from bas widely read
el The Awdasity of Hafe (2006], e campaign used hope as a core pria-
rinle argand whicl Obama laid aur his vizion for “reclanning the American
dresm. " Hewerer, Oban, wes ool the [rst to use a framework of hope 1o gen
erate social movement. Hisrarically, hope has been a theme m rhe Hves and
movernents of the poor and disposscsscd in the Lnited Stales. During the
civil tighis era, as well as other key historical momens of sacizl change, the
narinn’s hope contecied maral outvage to acoon aited al resalving unde-
secved sulloring.

I the past tiree decades, however, there bas beew an agganlt on hope, par
teular in o naton’™s arbun cenlers, This armack has tken place on numer
ovts floats, incloding disbavestment i schools and everinvsarmen: m a prison
Mo Erwaiceal Breme ol 700 Mo 2 Snnmer 20
Crpezigh € e o Froadden s aedd Fellies of Tlirasd Colleee
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elustriad complex. Such policies bave sroded mie hope and given rise to fise
hope, a reactivoacy distortion of the radical prewise of hape, Therelare, tiis
exsuy Degdns by cavtioning edoca o agaitst three repes of false hope often pro-
mulgzsed in urhan schoels: hokey hope. mythical hope, end hope deferred.

The secuand half of this cesay anends (o the work of educarars in rebuiiding
the crideal hope that has been worn down v onr communiities, Sueh edocstors
deliver us rom false hope by teaching in wavs thist counect the moral sutrage
al worig people 1o actions that velieve the undeserved satfering in their com-
tasaties. The spread of this kind of educadonal practice in our schools adds
s hnpelilness becavse 1L develops a transgeoeraticoal capacioy for long-rerm,
marainglle, critcal hope in enmmuonities, Braxilian critical educator Paula
Frere (10970 deseribed this Lind of hepe as an “tkolopical need,” espedally
tn the Bves and the pedagogy of cducatars working in commuanities where
tarmis of social misery seem ro bave laken up permanent residence, Aud 5o,
ort the heels of @ hope lilled, bstory-making election that comes sivteen years
e my callivg we an urhan schoolteacher, Ialso wish to share same telleclions
G Lhree elements ol educadional pracries thar can build and suseia soireal
bope in nrban schools

Ensrmies of TIrqu

Holwey Hedie

Opanisn, Cornel West (200401 argues, “adapts the role of the spectarar whio
surveys the evidencs o order to infer that things are going to gor hefrer™ (.
2061, evien when the evidenes doog nol waerant sack a conchision, This Feiakeey
frone b peddled bnourhan sehools all the tiome. 1145 akin toowhat Martin Lurher
Kivg Jr. (1963) relerred woas “the tranquiliziog drug of gradualism” ¢ paca,
Artan nsdividualistie np-hyvonn-bovsiaps hvperhole that suggests if urban
vouth just work hard, pay atiention, anc play by the sules, thern they will B
iy cotlege amd Tive ot the “American diemin.” I do nar condemn this filse
fope Ueciuse [ donbr the importacee of dme and bard work for creasing
change. Rarher, this wpe is “hokey” hooause il ipitores the antdry list al ineg-
nities that impaey the bves of urban youth long hetore they gen w the waders
resuurced schaols thar reluforce an uneven playing Held.

Aangela Valenzuela's Sulracos ¥ehoolivg (1999 provides a profound exarms-
vatlion of how hokey hape is manifesied in Seguin High Sclool, 2 predam-
iantly Laring school i Texas. She argues that Seguin is indicarive of o
naricnal culture of metfeorve schowels Mt 8 “strecrared asoud ann aestbstr
caring whose casenee lies in s atieution to things 2nd ideas” ip. 29 Relation
ships bemween achioo] officiels and snicdents bhecome pragmaric, the reaching
Aand learning process 15 serainec, and ao impersonal and objecive lunguage,
uicludios stch orms as goals, staiegies, and saanduwrdized curticnla, s need
m decisiong visde by one gronp o ancter”™ (pe 999, This leads 1o o calore
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of fulse caring, one in which the more power ful e bess of the relationship
efine themselves as earing despite the face that the recipiens of their so-
cialleel varing do nol percee 1t as such. Valenmela's acsthetically carving teach-
ers drew hewvily from the wark-crhic rhetoric e deseribe *good” students and
claled o care in proporios W students’ willingness o be accommaodaring al
annjust sociely aucd an anequal school.
Clamately. hokey hape projects some kind of muldeulural, middle<lass
o parTaminy sirocture that s tnaccesstble to the overwhelming majoring af
working-class, urban youth of rolor. This, in e, lacgely delegiimizes the
pain thar araas yourh expecience as a resull of a persisiently nnequal soci-
ety 1 Bs & lalse Lope Infurmed by privlege and rooted in the optimism of the
spectator wio needs not suller—a Sler them eal calee” ulerance that reveals s
fundamenral fneamprohension of sufferng.

yhical Hone

Crama’s cloction Bas Uee potenoal w conmribute 1o mypiiesd foge, what Ralaod
Barthes (L1972} maght have described e a0 folse parraiive of squal opporm-
oy empned of ik storical and poliical contngencies. The signilicance of
rhe election of & Llack man as the president al this counory is undeniable,
expecially given our past and present natonal Guilure w meec the challenge
of racizl equaling Bur immediately afier an election thas few would have pre-
cictedd, the overslalement of its significance begant it hecame naturalized s
the vonzequence of a Botidons color-blind sociew. In John MoCain's (20083
concessinn speceh, adter referencing the white rage thar fallawerd Booler T,
Wiashingzion's dinnesr widly President Theodors Roosescln an the White TTowse
i F901, MeCain proclaimen:

simerics woday & &wel b awicy fronn the cruel aid pridetnl bigooy of thar thoe.
These oo Bener svideree of this than the eléetion of an Al Americm o

he presidevor of the United Smates, Let theve Be anoessom ndgse for any Americas
va tail o cherish el vitbeenaling i this, Uhe grearest nation on Earch. (para. fi)

MoeCain’s insinuation rhar this clection signifies the “end of racism™
DV S, 19957 3 pvthmakiong. His statemsent ignores the fact thar pe aple
i color wal their white counrerparts on virtnally every indizawwr of social,
pulibeal, and eeonomic well-heing, Educators wust oot ase Ohama's elecrion
a4 evirlnnee that we have emerged vicwnous In our bamle wich racism or with
any al e copressivos Jclassism, patriarchy xenoshobia, bomophobia) that
coulmue g cripple any society. Obama (2006) himnself presmpred chis argn-
IGCTET By poiabing ol

Tiy sy 10 e are otte people is 0ot W suggost Bl sace o longer iaiiens, |
renEsesl that our racial arcoades alay oo pert sn, o, disperiEics is o oo a
alind eve 0 hatl o besten yandd oor experience—and o relicve onrgclees alibe
esporsilyliny o make things right, (pp. 232-339)

1H5



Hororrd Leluraynoma! sy

Perhapa this is why West (2008} describies (dhama’s election a9 sitting |||'r-_
carioualy betwern o example of the Aterncan drean coming Luoe :mrJ ‘the
praad exhuuston of the dream boilt on the scoess of any one indivddaal” (pp.
AE=0, Edvucarnes wmnst noderaraed thar Obama’s eleciian vy s Thape oo
a tpghtoopy,” Beeavse 4 single event canuod, by iself, provide the healing and
lorg-terin susgenance required e mainmin hope anid conditfions ol snlioring.
Obama's elecrion o change, and he may cven gve us some reaseo 10 be lope-
[ul. Time will tell. Bul he peither emnbodies nor can he produce a fondamenal
departure from the ineqguirics aur children expericnes in the classronm. No
prosicent, no aolicy. and no propeam cao do s for us, To claun otherwise iy
it peddie a nvithical hope:

Mythical hope iz a protoundly ahistorical and depolitcized denial ol sulfer
g that i cooied o celemmimy indivadual exeepuions, These individuals are
usesed Lo consmet & rn}'nh of meriiocracy that simuiltancously fetishixes therm g
pajeets ol that mvth. Lldmately, mythical hope depends on leck and e Jaw
of averages W prodouce dividual exceptions te the tyranny of mjnatdce, and
thus it denies the legitimacy of the sutlering of the oppressod. Fehearors must
avoid The rap al averstating the sipnudicacce of Obama’s eleciion for eaching
and Ieawriang w uiban schools, becunse, at the end of the day. we are the oncs
who create classronms thar inssill in onre young poeonls the "audacine o hape™
{Wrighr, 4990

Hoge Dajerved
Hope seferel, constrocied on g prugressive politics of despair, 38 2 comimaon
Jusuficaton for peor waching, It hides behind misimerpremations of rescarch
thar eomneot thoe marerial conditions of pirerte Lo e constraints placed on
sohools, Muny wachers feel ovetwhelmed by the challenges urhan vwouch face
i their lves and consider themsches ill-equipped 10 respond with & pedapogy
thar will develop hope i Gie face of sach daunting hardships, They are Lheral-
annded snowgh to avoid “alaming rhe vicim,” mirning instead 10 blaming
the coomnmy, the vialencs in saciety, the lack of social services, the “svetenm.”
These teachiers Linve o ocnnogue of seoal inequalioy bur cannar manifest chis ori-
fgue nany kind of mansfommantve podagagical project (Saldrzano & Delgado-
Bermal, 20071 They "hape” lae change i its st deferred forme: either a
colieciive ulopia of o fulure reformed iul:-:"irl.'lf' o, more often, the individual
shadent s fnre ascent to the middle cla

However, aceording 1o 5, Levoad 5}'.‘::::' (20HL), professor spsriivg at the
Luiversily of Califoroia, Serkeley Schoal of Public Health. bopa should be
thonghr of as “roneeal of destbo”™ (. 30, an ACkively presei sense of apeney
T maiiagd e nemedile siessors in one's daily life. He argues that recenr
research e the tmportance of hope Tor life ouscomes s a “invajor break
throagh in rhinking” for scholars in public health and epidewnoiogy (po 85,
Fveng althuies (e penests of this breakrhrough to the groondbreaking Whie-
hall shidies, which led 5 revelarions that tie diseributon of “irtusally sver v
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digeuse o every ndustiialized country n the world™ {p. 33 was remarkahly
wrll-prrelazed with socnl class, For a growing oumber of scholars, the most
lThely explanacion for the unequal diatcibtion of healrh is the anennal diser-
Drulien of hope along che sovial gradient

At the hottom of this socizl gradient, where arban vouth are post Goned,
chis "conteel of destiny™ i almost noncxizten, David Williamsg, ol the Harvard
Sehwnl of Fublic TTealth, arpoes timl this vesults inthe

acoumuleton ol multiole negative stressors, and i3 g0 many of them e 2300
avsziee s e b b jllf_; il Fasimi goeinw :--||;~__r||' dilie. .-".II-:]._ 1% N -!|||'!:r theai IJ'||.'E:.- 2 nat-
D o U w fon e sieess, [ic's e ey lisve Few tesonrees o Clpae | Aeled e,
I

The exposure w chrone swess associaced with living i these Uypes of
“aocially tovic environments” [Carbaring, 1993} &5 now thought of as one of the
mest—il fnor de |1'.-::|.=.r—-f.~'.i_gr'|ir':-:'a|'|r contriburers o poor health, This resesreh
heelpe us understend thal oy of the heaith problems plaguing pooe comniu-
nities resule from “ioraomral canses” (Adeloman; 20081, confirming what we
Boase Xnown intuiteely Lo vears: ioequaling & making us sick.

The uoplications of chronie stress fur leachimg and learning are profouod,
{ionstder Abraban Masiow's (H435) hicrarchy of neads. which defined a per-
A prnmay numan aeeds oo, clothing, shelrer, arel s3aivrvl as proreoui-
sice for pursuing needs hugher up on the seale {such as educadon). When
wie cannect the dots berwoon Masiow's frameweark &and the latest reseasch on
teg uality, @ seripus cilemma s vevealed for wban youth whose exposure
L urEnniing siwessors leaves inost, stmenes all, of their promary hutnan
necns undar constanc artack. When wieare wnwilling soocomitans Tacse hersh

veplitios of social inequality with our pedapogy—ILo cultivaie their “rontrel of
destiny™—al! we have loft o offer vouth is hope deferred. Uhis otfer comes
when we sk oo stadents o ser (heir sighis an some |,q:rr1|;.;ually,-' distanr {ang
fughaly wadikelv) futnre well-betng. Theve s nodhing wroog wiile secong loog-
rerm goals with smidents, bt hope deferred adeocates thar students rake @ parh
i|':-|| !||:_' -:_':_h.u:-:l_{ll i'; IJII'r'.IiII-IIIg i ] -\5':.|_:- I_]l:-_'ll'. |-|_|:-q_|. T'!-1i-g 5I_|_||j1|’_:lH |_:q.;-_1_|"| i.i i':-.:llllgltl_
alwsvs individunalisiie o nalure and reguires a level of suorifice tha most weach-
s themachyes zre lnark o make. Eventaally snicnms comme To perneive a sig-
nilieant gap evween their nost pressing needs and the education we ollet
thea When iley figure out thar the teacher 3 unwilling anddor unuble o
Close this wap, their hope b deloreed. Anel oseas Manio Buther King [e. lgre-
told of jusiice, Dope o loog deferved 5 hope dended.

Crtical Hoper The Enemy of Hopelessness

G e ipsge of these [alse nopes lies entieal hope, which rejeeis the despan
of nopelessness and the Talse hopes of “cheap American opimism® (West,
SIS, . 11, Crities] hope demands g commiticd and acive strugele "agsingt
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the evidesoe e order o change the deadly ddes of wealth ineoqnalig group
aenophoba, and persanal despaic” (Wear, 2004, pp. 296-2U7%, There are
three elements of coitical bope: material, Soeratic, and sudacions. Unlize the
larmes of false hope, which ran operate independene of one anailier, these
Urree elements of critical hope must operare halissically aod, i Bl are misto-
ally constitutve, T have wrestled them apact vnly for the purpose af aoaiviic
CEHAVERIETICE,

dpae Shalie 11988) referred o young people who cinergs in defiance of
sacially wxic environmenrs az thg "roses Gl grow From cancrete,” Canorews
woone ol ae werst imaginable surfaces i which o grow, devoid of essenrial
aurionts and heguently contmminared by pollutanis. Any growth in such an
crvironent i pamfil beeanse all of the basie requircments lor bealtly devel-
opinent e, wares and nulrientick soil} mnst be hardowon, The ablisg
conmal, in a malerial WY, the ..":Ti-:m:r' ol socia] sloessors thae rosuale From ST i
S wap L conerete is nearly Inpessible for urban vourh, Fducazors conniged
w0 meerial bape engage thier wors by tempering this peality with the acknowi-
eagmanl thal there are always evacks in concrese, The gqualicy of onie waching,
alony with the ressrees and nevwurks we conneer aur students w, are those
cracks. Lhev oo pol cresee an ddea! environment for groweh, bar they afiod
soene leahong e of sunighe, warer, and cier esources thar provide the mae-
Vial jusubeanon o hope, The courage to pursue the painiul path of bursting
thremigh these jagued cezcks inothe concrete is what T call Sacmeis fsie The
anbiclarily W share in orher! suflering, 1w sgcrifice selt so Thet other roses 1y
Bloar, wr callecivoly siruggle wreplace the concrere completely with a rose
garden o whiat T all sudecions dape. The Tollowing sections disenss cach of
ese eleinents in nmn,

Aertereedd S

Material bope is ane element of e mmiocal bope that teachiers can enliivase
m rhelr stadents, aed 1 comnes o the sense of contral voung peonlo have
whon thiey are wven the resnurcces W “deal with the Tarces thay affecr thetr
Dees™ (e, 2004, 0 ), T seems like a simple painn, Dot eachers who want o
it materil hope muwse underseand that gualivy teaching is rhe moss sigih-
cant “matertal” Tesouroe tThey loee o offar voiith. The hest of the research in
vur Aeld cefines “qualily™  eaching by our abilicy o produce sudent arowh
GUTORS ASSUSSARIL [LedssITeR ::ET.'-H".-F:S:_ sociind dl:t't[upm::r:r, st seores, studernt
crgagealen!, o) Iooaceomplishy this, we have 10 st the Sulze Binary char
SUEEEArs Wi st clicuse beoween an aradenically ngovous pedagasy aned e
gonred loward social msrice. An English ieacher parricipatiog in my Unessear
siudy af suecosstul urban educatorsin Los Angeles put ic this way:

Terme are e ditfoult to teach, The guestion, realby, iz will vt ek thenime 1o

mrmae the things v teach celesant e smdens? The weos | isnch ore present in
spadenns” [ves pvery IEI!:.-. L oS F.l:"ﬂ.l'j]{‘; Ti 3 wa el heam Fll";.fl.i.'!.' L 11_;‘:'-_F 1] -
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hcaks, workshoats, of the Taesnoe. T el (hiem ||.-=:|".!_J_' B e tben 0% mueh
sasti T students o conoect them wowhal they are coading,

Uhe mast clbeotive urban ceioators, m ever v diseipline at every wrade level,
eannect the acadeime rigor of content areas with their sdents' (ves {Dnnean-
Ancdrade, 2007). I we are serions abent giving our childzen hope, we sl
retlect on how 1o connect ouwr pedigopy o the harsh realioes of poor, urhan
conciniiies, A el e me from Ms. Trurh, a foarthrgrade reacher in Los
Anpeles, reveals the magninade of thiz uoderaking

Today wis dn almast uolam by s dive aesechoal, Acoosding o mv smudens (0l
al whicl: were SOHIRING) tew youmyg men were siteng in-a car vesterday afic:-
o, Sommes men oreacar rolled ue, gor o sl shor ane e the eve Chis Bl
siploded) there wias & 3ol ohl s e back seai 2he ses =l “onbarmed ™
the patleer got cms aned e Qthey eall him “baby” Marcos) the guys ran alter hism
adard whisl boen 7oy lie Sack and then more whes he el L, The nepkew ol one
is it mee class, e prother o the ey s 9o W THedall's® ehs, Fhis fvaclose
st ity sewoetl aorenrd presy repielly vescerday, For an howr and 2 hali ! thig
mriing e kids all just walked aid orfed. TEelt Seoouipped oo handle 8 ok
ke this o we aor '.|'|.|':l'|.'|ﬂ'|.1. 1T EEE as hade as l:ems;il:-lr. [ rre=ed iwikh ||'r_' e s,
weall consaled each atho widd athers: beesn sharing ditterenc storics ol violence
paicd Lessis v the el 1 i awhat | thouglt (=md hope] was beat, tied ey cmpatwen
e wich Che beeliel thar dvey woude wark b hecome the warners wha eombeg che
ensclogs dolesee and mmddoess on the e, We're masing cards, and g-.':.:_'_‘__l
b seaned o et be spreane fo the Samiliss The kids all seem o Jecl & Linde Bemes, How
wpaitled o npndle Chis? Lo locks az IDmany wachessabidn s o de much, Feel-
g A bivweary fodey.

o imsest wrisac sclrools. there s no formal stractuce to prepare of suppall
eathiers to handle such tragic rvents. The regult s that, as Ms Truth men-
noms, modt wachors svoig o gnore wapedies that take place m the commr-
nity, But e effectve teachers [ have shadicd ro nor,

Ele Trurh's class collecred over S0 for the Tamily, She delivered he inoney,
alrng wirl sevieral cards expressmyp condolences, at the funcral af one of the
mucdered youg wen. Here, effective feaching fncluded literally peperaing
material resources, and in my rescarch 1 have wiinessed underpaid teachers
privtding laptops, housiug, tood, supplies, car rides, and links 1o legal and
medival services; But. more importantly, an cllective teacher is herself o mose
v Tesa e an indispensable persun who can connecr schooting o the eal,
maleriel condinons of urhan lite.

Suvvadie Hedu
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Weet (2001 mesorihes “Soeratic sensibilicy” s the understanding of anth
moerates” smrement that “he uiexsnmed Life is noc worth living™ and Mal
calm X's exeenaion thar the “exrmincd e T2 painlel™ Somie hoge reguires
i feachers and smadoire to painfolly edamioe our lives and artons within
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dn nafust society aud woshare the sensihiling thar pain waey pave the sath @
Justice, Tu any research, eflective educarars teach Socraric hape Ly lreatng the
sighteous indignation in voung aeaple as o srenpeh sather than semething
descrving of punmishment Freive (20047 calied (his a “pedagony of i
fioa.” The moments ol despair and rage thal wrlen yourh leel are noc only
undersrandabie, ey are, as West (2004) PrOCIAImS, a0 “uppropriate response
to-ah absurd sitvaoen”™ (p 205 Tle pocs on 1o argue that vouth

Bre savnng they want o see p sermon, not b ang, They weat an estiple, The
L e Sealde s pevceive i palpatie corcrese form how these channets will
allowr e 1 vent thelr rage covstroclively and mbe sore that e Wil Tever an
i.I'|'|]‘::’|-:'.'.. [§ et i

T show the secmon, rather than preach it is rhe cssence of Socraric e,
Bacnell, an eleventhgrade student of soe of e offectve teacher: T have

stucied, explained bzl chis svpe of teachersmdent relationslup forms as the

resnle of pedegory thar prinritses the homanizadon of smdents abave all

i l5e:

fir [Mr Lapn's] il we bonded Beraose ve sl v exch uther achened
tartde ausselves god deb us kiw ench other's slortes famsd | alter 1 we
bnerkeal o enet ather dilfires | Adter 1 uald my ssvative, T humaiiae] miyseiF e
e chey sopped Inoking acme s jas g sang-banger and thew spireed Look-
g arme &5 osieen Black man. T don’s s yon w ackiomledor me gz a Eaey
panger, sl hapoened. Twan v m ackomeledge nie as [Darselil. He heiped
15 b i caelt orlids snd that's how i wes,

Iews Beaatilul pust knewing bt oy clissmae that's Siniog <kt nexs o me
5 lighting the sove Aghe that m Dghiiep So, T gt his back, Uhat was beaifu,
AL Lieveing that we're geing throngh e sane shit From the Tl to schaod,
Whaen e walz oy 2ehon!, we gotm dodge a ballet ke svery dav, That's your ALITL-
gle® Well Cen's oy strogele, won. Leds fust handle this cight here, so we das |
gocta go thvceeeh this Mook veors frons now We felt romtereble tha [Mv E i
b oy back, sl thw 'y just mll fn s

Eelnearars who foseer this mepe of solidarig with and ammong srudents recog-
nize the distnenon between being liked aod being laved by their stadenTs. As
Ma. lruth explainesd, being liked comes from aveiding unpleasam siicalions,
whrreas belig loved iz oflen paindil;

Moy of ese tearliery are g0 aesid Qe studests won't Tike thery 28 they discl-
pine therm that ey end wa letlag siudens do thicegs v they woudd never
__'ll'_".'l'l'lil s their s childdeea Phey lower ther siznndurds 2o will pake avy old
P s Ty drid e e Sarwih threy dick non da (heir Romeworl, or wity they can-
fveat g1t sl Ees class e b thele s Nt me, Yo Boua work oy class Toan e
||||.i,'CJI|.":|-_|iIIE_!| Honmes, proka PR rﬂ'ti'l:u:m'::u_.;- O T mighs give 4 sk shik
ltere e tliere, ot mins: of the fime Tm Vike, Seu el fo1o someose slee becattse

Pl oz trvbig sobrese sl fronn woa righs now, We'st gon work woode.”
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For urhan soush, their evalugnon of whick side ol the Jgved-liked Hne an
educutor #iznds on 18 alten based on whother we share che painful patl witls
theny: Do we make the selfcaciifices in our own Ives thar we are asking temn
n make? 10 we engage in the Sooretic provess of painficl scouting abour these
satrficess Tho we have the caparnity and commirment o support students when
they struggle o apply thatl Dumewerk e tiew livest Teachers who meer these
chullenged are beloved by smudens, The saorifices ey make and e salidariy
it produce: surn therm e cight fo demand levels of comminneat thal uflen
defy reem the sindens’ own polon of thelr capabilities, Teachers whn fall
sharl can be Tiked hor nnt leved, and this msans they ave unalile w push tie
B of siudenls” abalities; they cannet ake them down the painful pach.

Wirh teachers 1 have stadied. the move from ked w loved did noc happen
stcause ol e demands rthey made nfsmcdenss. e happened because of the
vl of self-sacrifice, love, and support that accompaniod rhose raised expoc-
tatings, Sometinmes this was 2impie onoomragement, D0 many gines 1L el
amplifidng; the waerial hope they were giving ta stadents. This snppart ok
many foeme: afrerschool and weekend luloring; cowaless meals and vides
howe; phang/tesdemail/insmnt messaging sessiony; and endless proddiong,
cajubing, aud wlldcound positive harassment. These additional invesomenrs of
rme and money clarifed for siludents the iden that with calgcd crpoctations
cagng the wacher’s willmgness mo saacrifice in order to belp siadeins: aloagy dhe
Wiy

Che-develommnentt of deese wastng relutionships also regulied in these roach-
ers [eeling indignant ahour sredent milnre, They saw student Satlure as el
own failure apd, conseguenty, ggaged in painlul sclicrarogue o actermine
morn appropriate turare actions, They never excuged students Drom ther
responsifilitics, and they nover lot themaelves slip inte despair—rather, the
Socratic projece contrmbuled w e hope i they would be more stcnesstol
o=t fime

Socrates szid thay "all gregt undermkings are risky, aad. a5 thev say, whar
iz warth while 38 abvays difficalt” (Plato, 2003, p. 2207, As educalors, we niusl
ke grewd tisks and accept great challenzes iFwe are going to be efecive
rrhan scnools We must confron cur Golures aond Roow that no marres whar
we o in oo clagsrooms, theve will s68 be forms of secial masery dial confront
our students, T Kidel of esliteelleetion will be painful, hotic s necessary all
the same.

Vi {lalie

Onir nation cxpends & gond deal of effort draoe o svond wheat Carl Jung
LT relerred fooas “leaitirate suflening.” or the pain of the himan expen-
enoe e sreckpiling of resturoes in orivileged portions o the popudlation so
i e may bz “imomne” oo suffering, while heaping the nunatoral causes
of gactally wxle sevironments onto ot2igrs, creates andeserven snllering while
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stilimenusly delegiinniang ik D the face of these conditoms, onacel hope
15 mndacions in mwn ways. Firss it baldly stands in anlidarin with nrban com-
runitics shaving the borden of thedr undeserved sullecing aga manilessaion
af w hrnanang hope moour collecave capacity for bealing. Second, critcal
e rn'.rl.'-.-:'i-:'maljr' defes the doaminant irlr-:':-lngj,' of dotense, cntitlement. and
preservaaon of poviieped Dodies al the expense of the policing, dispesal, and
disperssession of wmarpnalized “others.” We cannot oear onr soedenes as “orher
preciple's childdren™ CDelpin, 1803 —hein :;min s oy |'|aif| Frize hape would
hive us beheve m individuabized nobons of suceess and suffering, but audu-
cigs hepe demands than we recomnect mo tfhe colleerivie by ﬁr.ruggll.‘ng along-
side one aneihern sharog in e victories aned the pain. This solidarily 1= the
essen Gal mgredient for “radical healing” (Ginwright, 2006, and healing is an
ofren-over oo koa Hrerar For improying ﬁ-:h-::umm it vk sehocls,

Thisis the mescapable challenge Lefore e as urban edoctiors, aod s
often misunderstood. Top many of 0s v o oTeRin classToom spaccs thar are
gale o righeons rago, o, worse, we design plans o weed out children who
hapeliy 1l The question we shoadd be grapphne with s not bow wo ntanage sto-
dents with thiese emotions, but haw w help smdents channzl thems. The way |
ke o ehischallenge s ar thinking abaout myeclassracm 25 2 00Cra-e0nsveTenm,
Evolopity would wll e thil w hl..:llr_i w healthy micro-ccosyscen:, [ need o
andersterud the principle of interdependeney—in ghorn that bork pain and
I'|q.'.-|.|'|ﬁ are rranalecable roim [PErsan 10 |_;ue=_| seent pnEicde the classroom -I_]u::..'
wertilud ulsw aote (et e dessrosm iy not e closed. oncreecosvsem; 1 shonla
b awidres of cxrernal ceving thar will be carricd intadir. 1 have virmoaliv nn ona-
rrod over the arcay al soeial woxions o which my sludents are exposed 1 the
itet-eenavsieit aof vur sooey buc T ain corstrol how T respond m them B0 my
clagsrermz. T his SIVCA TG, ARG Y 2den g, (e gudacisy 1o '|'|-|}['_||E'.

The pan that oue youny peopie carry menisests iself ooy classmoon i
g varieny of wavd. Sometines it rakes an ohvicus farm like an entponiring of
amcon, which mighl even be divecied al me or-another stiadent. Usually
i pevealsisell more subily, i the classie forms of depression (fetigie. sad-
nesa, grsclfdeprocanion b, In rhese momears, when a child can na Innger con-
ratin the oaon she Teels my résponse has the poténtal 1w add o it oo o begin
the neaiing ovovess, We ey thank that if we send out the “discbodiend” chald,
we b romoevsd the pain from sur spsrem. Ie gimply does oot work rthat wa Y.
Rathor, when we eaclude a child, we mroduce acother soctal siressor i Lie
T cusysiem. We rattonalize the exclusion by relling nurselyes rhar we have
publed a weed from rhe garden, allowing Tor & ealthicr eavironment fog e
oilier chilizen o grow. This Grnoreys the fac) that every student in our class-
gL 18 patt of = cate talancs hndlr an ||-||-:~1--lrp¢n||-:*m o K. Wayne Yang,
an urban science and mata weaclher Tor more than sevenieen years, and one uf
the nrest educauns T nve known in my carcer, puf it this way: “All i sodenea
are imdigenogs 1o my classreom and thereloce there qre noweeds o my class
vl Y Fromm s Bersnecive, the decision to remiose a chilcl, raglher than o

L
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feal Ded, i nol ondy bad [ere te child but is alse destractivie o the social coo-
syeiemm of the classroon.

I have boen réaching long ::nm:gh o ko the enormicy of this r.hﬁlltngr.,
ardculacly because these moments almost always nappen when 1 am con
vinced we are doing something of che atmosr Impormnce m the classrogm.
Boii then T higk 1o pogeld, o did | 2ot oo place where | gm prioritring 05
son plans over bealmyg 2 child o pains? This choiee oot only pooces oy mosl
hasic sensibilinics asa wacher, it also disrczards years of research decumeniing
tae imporcece Of sellesteem. ust aud Tiope as preconditions Lor positve
ecicadonal onlcores. Ay edicaiors we end o serioushe underestimaie e
impact aur ceaponse hazon the other studenrsin the class. Phey are warching
Wy wlien we inieract witls thewr peers. When we become Srigicated aod jaeaish
vonth who teimnifest symploms of vighteaus rege or social miserw we give wiy
i .r.g;_ri:'imﬁrr. dombta among othor smlents aboat our canaciny mr maer thair
treeils I Uiey are gver 1 paill,

At theend af theday, effdctive reaching depends most heavily onone thing:
P W Th |_'i-||i||_;e| ||?i:-.|'--:_:-|'5\|‘:i|,a=,'._ Heib Kokl {1995 describes “willed nnr Tearn-
g " s e phienomenon by winct sindents oy ol @ learn o teachers who
con T anrhentcaly cave ahont them, 'L headage “stidents don't cdare what von
sl unl ey Mg el you care” s supported by nunerous studies oF elle-
tve sducators (Akon 2003; Delpil, 1993 Duncan-Amdrade, 2007 Ladso-
Wiings, VY To provide she "aurhentic fare” (Valenzoela, 19 thar ame-
Cleinls PEQULEE srnin ug ax a precondition e learning [rom us, we must connect
oy indignaton caer all farms of opprossion with an dandaciows hope thar we
can act v el theim, Hokoy hope would haye g% heliove this change will
ne cost us sy, Tis kad of false hope somendacions; 10 never ackaiowl
erges pain. Audacions hape starcs cown the painful pash; and despite the
averwingleing odds againgg us making it down that path o change, we ke
ae joartesy again and again There = no eiber cholce, Acceplance of the fact
allvaes ats 1o Arel che contrage and the commitment o caiole o stadehrs
Join us an that peoracy. Thismakesus becer peoole ag it makes us betwer ieach
ers, und it models for our stedenes that the panfol pacls 25 the hepeful path,

License 1o Hope Audaciously

Uit s pivert us Leenge w reinseri hope el e ieiisirei eduda o
chiscourse, e bag called for a “radical transformannn” of wrban schocls: nkae
i cmphasis an the "rooraitmont and raining of ransloveanye principals
and more effecive leschiens” (Obana, 2006, p. 161, This will require serious
RITCTHEON IO FOVARHNE OEChor TOEriTmoent, croaoentialing, and snpyenrr 8T
JurEs s Lhat schools cs atirnel rewenrd, sud re it ed uculors whi sore e
the |::'::irr-n|n;1 with demansivated commitmenss oo coticzl hope. Lan e thnes
sucha challenge? Only with 2 haid ook ot what hope really means in the [ves
af virban voondh.

11l
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Vhcre is o welldooemnented clanging of the guasd wking place in teach-
ing [NCTAL, 2063) 22 upward of one million tew teachers, mestly in urhan
sthouts, will join the profession within this decade. This Langs with it an
nnprecedeied apnormanity weswing the peadelum wward edicarions gy
We can; if we o desive, dovest heavily tn refocusing aur efforis o recruit,
tain, ane develop erban cducstors who are commitied o shifting thg tide in
arEn schools from despaic wo hope, Besearcl in other ficlds idequifies hone
g e of 198 most promising responses o the conditinns of urben megdite
FSvme, 2000 Wilson, Minkler, Trasho, Walterstein, & Muartn, 2T, suEgesang
thar hiope has major Dnplicadons for augeessful teaching (and for VHISITLT TOAT
scoresy, Beliestional research suggests that we ean koow what makes urban
cticaraty cllevuve. We can nune die characreristics of effective praciice. We
ik Wose charaotesistce o meresses in engegement and achievernens, I
we tal o signilicasdy investin the support and developinent of these chiarae
reristies i Uus sew wave of teachess, it will not be for lack of know-Tuow but for
the lack of dererminauou w provide hope w all onr young people.

Lhe radicad vansformarian thal Chama isralling forwill nornoenr wnless we
LA Every classronm as el die porential w be a oract in the inetaphiorical
roterese far rrosies uorsataral causes e Uhe Bves olicban vouch. For thaze of
Liwho il he working alongside Uhis nexrgeneration of teachors, we moust pae
poseiukly nurnire por students. enticrzyes; wpd curselves rhrougrts the oracks,
hnvang we will susiain the manma ol decnaged perals along the wast It i3 essen-
izl thar we waderszand those dunaged ferals as die atothumes o iy ion,
Tenatly, ann andacity. They are wof 10¢ S0CIAL EITCESOTS we ie Oving o nve
cutie. and rhey gl oot be misinerpretsd as defieits in o smdents, We tust
mnjalers oo colleagnes to recognige thar our damaged permls, and iose of nor
sftclens, are nan what nesd w be reformed ool of tigd then are what need oo e
celebrated aboul ve. Lach fimo we convey this—rhe trae walue of the E T
pidl i—we e lldng oritical hupe in the pereon next @ us who wouders i
ihey, teo, can make 1 thoough the crack, Olurna’s camMpaipe s bad chis aalv-
B SO0 o s, envaptucing the nation with a level af hape 1hat we Lave
naT seEn Lor doute s Line, particnlarty anioag voung poeople, Bul furme the
suceess 01 Rs campaign has heen ver another reminder duae T eeach 1oscliers
dtl Lreach the vou imomy conununine hecavse T hope, acdaciously,

e

mal ok plire durilg wy shely of exceotional wachers in Los Anpeley
2t MHGS {ses Diomeess v rade, 20075
L 2tell deerore, Wisl coacda s Muloohn Xowith this diiesment. Suoriies pudle =hig
szl it seerint 250 of Plna's Afafory of Sooris,
Sobane idehoed o M Yang v ol oxlensios ronversalion abo the devalopaan of
e ichead piestiaied B TEEE cisan
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A Glass Half Full
Jeff Cuncon-Anarsds

- - i W v 1] 1 T
A T ek before Tnishing t-is esazy, and just twa cays belors my parests' 62 wedding anniversany,

my fatnerear Kl e oz car crash oulsid 2 my pareres’ harme.
Nhal new ™ D aeked rv A2 vear-old mazher,

"1juzt have toremare myselfana, 7wl 1ake sack day as it vomes and focus on what neecs fo he-gaone,
Py glass pealil hal full” she sepied.

Snewas simply sepEcting alesann shie faught ma as & cnild when she ordered me to the 2 tchen table
and alaced a haif-filled glass of water cetwaer us. Paicting &t the glass, she askad. "half full or hal

emoty?” T refised thebair andstared bignkly at the glzss

“Son,* she contibuesd, “hawpou chooss to enswar that quastion, is haw o wll jwe vour | fo. Your dlzes
will alwayt b both halffull ane half ercphy. 7 you choose Lo see o ife as half enpey, facusicg on the
things vou con'Uieve, theryou w il rever fillyour cup. Bur, Fyou leern e seowour life as bsbf ful, sasing
allthe chings thas yvou dohave, than vy will fllyour eop, it will overflow, a~d yau can share chabwith
arhers.*

The educzzion of soor ana working penpiain this counlsy has often been trezted 25 2 glass halfenpiy.
Foreanarsslang, we fave raticnalzad wiy we navan ™, wity 'we won'i, and why we can'tseree “thesa®
tamilies. But, 22 my mather's lesann soguseiy thisis 2 cholea thatwea maks, T-is nat ineyitsble, We

coud, Friesodesived, choosa ta sz all childran tar theis potential and invest in them accerdinely. Wers

AU EEsIan o hec e senaus aoo.t sucnan ettern I+ edecotion, dws chings wiould ficoo to happesn,

First, wewowd have bo meet ovary child's basic needs {Tood, clotisg, sheite:, 2no safatyl. Tharzis
substanzial razeaccs pacence chal |he shsence of chese basic nesds increases sxposurs Lo tusic stress,
drgmabicaly impacting sdecetionzl and life sutrames. THweare rot wilkng to mezt thiz challenas, then
we shol g 2dmit ous zaciemy valyes childeon i poverty less than weslehy chifdren and stop these absurd

discussions _-|'|11-:."|::-.:-'.'.|:-,- anc aercuntasiliby inside g systam that iz profouncly nequiczhie

Sacond, ecucazare weuld nave toaddiess the issue of teachar quality. As 2 vetaran Crban Uassredrm
teachsr v vears and counting—T azres whaoleheariedly that many of the ‘edarzl znd stats redulations
tar tearckers and schoosare dooply problematic. Bvery day, Toavigate i |l- e eeived policies 2rd
ludicrous working fenditions, These areredl poltical 2nc ezonamiz penwars fenpansible for those
cenditlans. T hosooowers :I-.E-I""I-:.- and e mairiai, an ..,||.._._|ua|__~.!,. Ltem and avelyons tnoms it—
kics, parants, i Liusny, and suncitz alike: Mary 3 person in this cauniey would dave sthe gall to say that
educatiarzl sopartininias are anlal stieng L fich znd poo?, Progessives ha weeam by il inzced this
peint, ang ngh dully o,
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Hnaelier Wil awe have seen husypointing cur fingarsat the injustice of thess inequities, we nave
moschy svoldac the fack tvat under these same conditions, there are tzachers thar consistonkly get high
levals of engagem ent asdachicwement, Tz facs along suggssts taers are etaer contibubing factars o
widaspread achacl falwre snd we most a2d shao d scussion b our visions tar change. T ne wuch lsthat
everif e daiy reslity obeacnicg wers midee oo, we would il havve far oo ey celiagues inurban
schanls wih e urw g ansfar pnatia o meet the eoca: and academic neads of smuderts. Srme ot
these chalesm =g ndve a0 miced in medicorty tor vaars and they have no clear path out of iz Dthers,
caslicr in Lol toacnisg carcors, witl niol stey lorsg eoough to bocorme goge Leachions becawse troneis no

riear PaATT D BREBOFI R,

Eithepway, delimng gy ane developing high guality teachingisem uomebchallenge
eoucatias, Tre dood news Isbratthere are enough exczlient taachers incur ranssfor us ko say
definitivelii wnzt peoro, how Lworks, and swhy imeorks: Cus path forward shouid acknowlzdge tis
kmoveledga harness it ood et i-drive aur approack to raachar rera tmant, pre-sendre 24 cation,

agseasmanl, snd dovelopmen:

Rethinking Recruiimsent
[eacorcdutation cont russ o 7al to seorw b and ateract stucentz of color, particelady candicztes from
raciabgrrips Peat abpisel e The mast oo schaols Sdd v enoieh, shissane challanges dnes ol saenio

present itzzli tothe abnletic orcgrams anocrcollens and univarsity campesgs. Teacher edaratian woltd

dodeell e iam from spoi srograms that have socoessfully recruited from comman ties of calor Sor
decaces. Encawie from taeirmods) wasls regueive us fo get intn scancis, 35 earyas e sntary schaal,
e ] |'
o =tart forming felescrs=ips with voung pecpis, families, asd educatars, sncoursging and inzentivizin
= A = ] ] = -

thairmat otz sian s taacsl

Tt

Rethinking Pre-Service Educztion

Teacher adusabars shanld havs STrer-Rand kenwiedge of ceaching practices “hat ora reeponsive Tn the
conditions of tha nzig-barbcods and sohocls whese brey ave sendong tzarhezrs. Trevehould z.zo be
exceptany | tearars thariseivas This means uriversifiaswil nead ta change facuioy recriitant

CFIEF'E_ Efar '..Iif'.:: ouICESETUc -T2 prachi=asa F:’i. ry reduisite foroas Eions in teEc ey edusatinn

THteacher saibcatoys Tes active and 2ffectve sducarors the mselves the currdculum will be moss ralevant,
based on L fadulty's sractical exozrences in the fiald. [eachertrzining should 2lso iz lode cusking
edae reseerch Troe gormrars Belds such &8 public Aealth, pedrosciznce; and L, Thig imewlzddz base
will battar prepare adurators tn dagign classroans padagady and suppart systame thet are racpansive ta
studerts Lvad, -irally, seacher ecocatiossnauld invelve radular disusscnswit~ commuTity mamhbers,
shustenis, patevils, atnl sifeouv e coache s el came Torr the cammunidies srd soeouls wheds these
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Rethinking Deve l-:rp-me ab-and Assessment

A teachass tranis bos from theiruniversty sducation te the K-z classraom. rey shauld e apprenticed
inclzssranms of eucesticndl Leachers (as we saz inthe radss, law, business med'cin z,and tha martizl
arls). T identify the aducatars (0 vt Lhese apprenticeships, we antld Ll svaluations based ena
teachar quaiity incix,' [his aporeaca positicns excellent practiticrers 2t thavarguard nf the profission
ard cultivates amors eamnerul professional communioy based ot cxtended ITIEHtC-rEh'FE kapuiasn
aarly (areUr dnd VECEA T TRACTERS (0 TN commmenity—something thatis sncely ook Mg boe aosonce of

whicn contifuTes Lo high rates of cary carear tachar tfngver.

Vislons of a Cup That Dverflows

My willinesess o Zo v reobe with anasmissian thas aur takion and our orofession “as faived tamoet
the seods of peapcitiidees dess calelaoe mein agrezmantwith the curten: redime’s "cosmitment to
Accountaniity.® From thegreund, it s clsar thac their modeis of socizl and schasl ascauntzbililv are
procadera 22t ants Lo scapegoating 2 nat-so-saphisticated smoks znd mirrors game thztwill
FANET e BHgL vlitiomes in the aggragate. Eniire reighborhoodsand schion's are surely Yoo bigta fail”
so-bring en thevad ta i of ruseussas £ bak therr aut. T ceachersara the probem, b Fig, L he
ratiosal commitmeant 10 reciTimen L i competitive compensatian packagos thal pus tesen ng an par
Wil gviry OLNer (ofission vur scooely vaties. Alas, Lhese sesouroes do ot 2 poenr no e friticoming

anyiineg gooa) o0 ERak, many i soe surgassas h_:_[-f-;_ TPy

Ihersie anather nuin - We tan Laks Ee advicaaf my B2-yearold mother We s21 rarake cusselwes,
addressing tha dasic nesdsal s Lev i ten and defiriag, assessing, and developing high qualisy TRACTING,
Wa can saa the corriusitizs chat oursacesy hlames for a glass half-emany, 2z the alaves Hial actually
Make o.r glazs half-full Were we o beld, wo migh actizlly give all aur nation's vousg seasle the

gualie &l edpcabicoanc e zhzb thay aeseres

A ErLz atetnpurs o e Feroace Stare aeveioped the Lrber Toachar Dualiny Tnoss an e ot woss far

garsnrs lhal idesnkes svcellanie arie Mippess m s orarrai
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Shoask an urban school serving bind o Dispanic stockens kool e sohonksfor atheertwhite kids?

An Uekland chorter seho! founder pushes ayuoingt the no-ezousey stereaning
by EMMANUEL FELTON
December 1, 20106

[eff Andeade Dunecan

CARLAND, Calif, — shwuld an urhzn schonl serving black and ispanic students ey kn emulare
schoaols for affluent white lids?

Lz eevany sLrupgsling cities like Ozkland, the answer hes been na, both in the regolar public
sclivols, whers resnurces aftan don't exdst 1o replicale programs offzred at high-income
Suburbue ur tony private schoals, kot aize among tie ceop of urban charter schnonl= intent gn
rakizsg up for those resource deficits. Urban charter schwools, many of which are run hy white
lsaders, have becn stereelyped as embracing & hoot camp-like environment that clevates tast
prep and tough discipline, while downnlaying arts and athletics,

[eft Duncan-Andrade, the faunder of the twe-year-old Roses in Concrate Community Schoeol
helieves that needs to change, AL lus scheel — Tur people of colar, designed by people of color

the conventional wisdom ahont how to lmprove sulcomes lor black and Hispenic children
liiss been turned onits head, Doncan-Andrade says, The school is designad to mateh up against
even Lhe fanciest indepandent school, with students immersed in art, exmra-currionlar aotivities
aad athletics, and less ermphasis on fest prop,

YWhat's different iz the culuare.

“It's about acknowledging they'lLTove "The Catin thie Hat, hut alse acknowlzdging they are
blecle and browen ids in Dakland,” said Duncan- Andrade. “Se o'l see we hang the wards of
Maleelm X nexr to those of Dr: Zenss, To not talk aboul Black Lives Matter, even down Lo
Kindergurten, would he] a political decision, Qur ldds already know this stuff. They have hag
broihers, uocles shol”

While Roses iy Concrele lrgely serves hlack and Lating students from Fast Oaldaod, Duncan-
aAndrade chose 1o locale the compus on seven acres in Oakland's hilly Redwood [eishly section.
The sprawling propecty, which will evenloally grow toa ¥-17 achoal, {5 surrounded by well-
maintained mid-century homes, The lealy neiahborhood is just twa Blocks ahowe the 560
[recweay, which divides the city's viclh and poor. The curriculum replicates the progressive, well
rounded education for wehich many afffacnt fanilies pay dearly — either through toition o
property laxes — bubwith 2 taist,

iozes in Concrete, named alter & book of peoetry based on the writing of rapper Tupac Shalor, is
a pertorming arts community school, Students are expected to dalve desply inlo ie arts, with
requiremants thot they try modern and jaex dance and hallet, experiment with cight
instruments, and icarn bose Lo acrange music, But these lessons are tawght in e conlext of
Alrican, Larino amd Mative American Craditivns. Singing, tor example, includes songs Lo Ohlone,
Lz languape of the native people who iahabited the Hay Araa,



“[They get] everything vou'd get from: an elite private schoal, but tram pecple wio lnok like
them,” sald Duncan-Andrade, "Everyene has to try everylhing and atter they Ley it all, thay can
select tn Focus on sumething afer solhool”

IUs all uf these extra-curriculars and activitics that keep Amanda Rubinsan, the mothoer of 2 Fret
pracler at Hoses in Concrete, around. "Lock T have Pisdmont tastes with an Oatland budget”
sips Bohinson referring Lo an sfhant enclave, whera nezrly ull resident= ara gither white nr
fsian, carvad out of Dakland.

“When you send your ehild to any new school you ave Laking a risk in some ways” said
Rnbinsan, who was raised by a while mom and a biack dad in an agricultuzal community near
sacramento. "Dul snytime T have a shadow of a doubt, and | say to myself ol vee don't have
|ihr.=n'_',.r'. the school has some kind ol g |_=|_'|'|-|||'|'|'| =21 and | e [y SO L there {]?-'j”!-’. a style of
drumming from the [vory Coass, and 1 know he's getting & kind uf edusation T didn's”

The curriculum at Reses n Cuncrete is 2lso dual lunguape, snmething meoy wall-to-do familics
arross Lhe counkry have Haeg LL‘;LIIJIJF'."!'.[_’_ forin recenl vears, At Roses, hall e material 1= g .|,~_5th
in English aud half in Spanizh,

“It's about acknowledging they'll love *“The Cat in the Hat,” but also
acknowledging they are black and brown kids in Oakland. Sa yvou'll sce
we hang the words of Malcolm X hang next to those of Dr. Senss”

lettDumcan-Andrade, founder of Ruscs in Concrete Charter Schnol o
Qakiand

“Seme prople seorry about raking black youth wha are already marginallzed aad putting them
in a classwhere they can only speak Spanish,’ said Duncan Andrade, "Their brains are
exploding. Bul the cerlier nne gats comlustahla with discomfure, the mare ane will learn.”

Fro 2000 e 20707, the number of dual nguags schpals in the Uniled Siates increassd by
nearly tenlold, vising feom 2680 priggame raaround 2000, Research has shinen that dual
fmguage programs tend to boast studants' math cod reading skills, but studies have alse shown
that studcals” tesk seores soetines inilizlly a2 behind their peers In tradilivnal English-ooly
classErnnms

Dancan-andrade, o 44 viar-old dad of twuo Lwin hll:'.“i_. Traversnd a pratny wall-wearg |_|3_|_|-| fevr
cducation reformers. Al praduaring from the University of Califirsis st Rerkeley, bz foinad
Teach for Amearica at age 22 and want oo to foan:d an incar-gily charter sehonl dedicaled 1o
getting pour black and Lating stadents to and through eollage. Rut unlike famous TFA alums
Drve Levin snd Mike Feinberg - who co-Founded pechaps the mest Funous chater sehocl
netwerk, KIPY schools, before turning 30 —

Buncan-Andrade’s journsy rook him 22 years.

Dungan-Andrade saws thal the more than twa decades he spanl Leaching in Daklznd and the
cight yoars he spant plassing his sehocl males i different frem the Tamoos wollrge proparstiry
churler school chaing — moce responsive to Lhe unigus needs of Eis community and betler
posilioned tnrackle it challenpes.



The idea [ur Koses in Concrele was born nearly a decade 020 ai o praduation pacly for some off
his former students. The students, nearly all of wham were headed aff for colloge, said he
should create s 1-12 school that would dn for other children of colur what he had done $nr
thenm, Dincan Andrade sajd, Decanse of this, Duncan-andrade likes to call Roses an
intzrpenerational project, Those interpenerativuz] relationships are easy to see 1 getion any
Lirne he emerpes on the playgeouml Studenis — many of then: tie sons :nd davghilers of
furmer students - run achim and climb op his tll Trame

Thal kind of rennection and suppert i3 somathing Duncan Andrada longed foe when e wis
ErCting amn.

Smoseed arcund 2 1ot as 2 kid," cecalled Duican-Andrede. "] pover Sl home, T ool like (rakland
and these families zdopred me and P trylog e spend the vest of my life repaying that delt”

Durcar-Antdrade 15 the younges: of seven kids borg to a Mexican-American mather and an
scotelelrish-American® father it [os Angeles. Duncan-Andrade ramembers his family's
complicaled relationslip with schacle

“The expectations far us weee low, notunlile wany in our cemuunity,” he recalled, My mother
wonld say, 'Gu to school, get your lessens, bul at the sematme. shi grew up on the border i
Arizina, s she would tell us storles abuot how she would have te pet on g denes cap for
speaking her native languzge, There was this dual message ahoul whether school wag really a
place for ns”

Funean-Andrade acded thal his mother assumed be wanlid sleugple inoschool, like his alday
siblings, The family wag constantly on the wove, he remeambs s, inan effort o keep his older
siblings oul of trouble, First they moved to Sacramentn and theo e roral Diregon, "W just lrepl
fning up Lo to try to run asay from cur problems.”

Dunean-Anarade lurgely credite basketball far patting Bim bo and th rough college.

From 2000 Lo 2011 the nuwmber of dual language programs
increased Lenfold from 260 programs to around 2,000,

“A ot chaoged in fifth grade, when Twent Lo an NBA camp and gol &l af these awards, he
remembered. "Far the firet time, | felt like there was real investment in me, thers was this nesw
narrative that L had potential, Beal czsh-infustons, sburts, stays (2 hotels, sl of this stufl came
dand it o clear statament thal | bad valps”

He belicves that by capesing Fisstudenls toas muck acl muosis ane sparls as lkids at the echools
with most resources, they will have a elhance Lo find the sawe sense of selfworth he faimd
throasgl baskethail,

A fnr his own baskerhall career, that ended his secund day at the Luiversitr of Calilurnia,
Bericeley when he tore the lganents in his ankie. In the weeks after thal injury, he serinosly
ronsidersd dropping ot of college. be said. He thunks a series of mentors, all meq of cular, for

convincing him Lo slay at Berkeley and eventaally guiding bim inta teaciing:

"l was the first in my fanily to go to coe of thess really elile institotions and 1 wasn's really sure

whal todn sfrer,” he recalled. "7 thougit Lwas mring to felluw my dad e the service and
Lecue 2 Marineg Carpy pilor. But one of my friends wis taking A rlass by Poedro Nognera, &



suciologist who studivs race snd educatinn, wha s now nne ot my closest friends and mesors,
add e said, You have to =it i | did and than later applied o TFA"

In & lar ol ways, Roses in Concrete s a divrect reaction against the weave of charter schan! zhains
that hegan apaning around the start of this ceatury — schools pften founded by white mzn o
sarve poos black and Lating studeits — that focused on test seores and collegs preparation
akove all else, Roses Iz part of o growing nwvemcnl of progressive and comununity -haserd
charter scheals that emphosize a broader liberal arts curcivulum, bringing a (ull slate of arr,
music enc extra-corricular activities into schools for poor Block and boown childeeo.

Bul Use philosuphy gl Roses s @lso a reaction to Duncan-Andrade’s own schooling, mouch of il et
L mamae kind of Catelic parochizsl schoenl thae servad as an intloential maodel far the urbon
charler movemenl.

‘I was in schonl hetnre we really knew a lot about angsr masagemcnl issaes, 1 believe | had
anger problems” s3id Duncan-Andrade, & man who, while proae Lo apaessioncd speeches,
takes on a much mora relaxed and easy-going demeanor in cne-cu-one conversstions. ' bad a
sixth prads teacher; she was the schonl disciplinaripn back ata time with corperal punishiment,
Lworld gel spanleed all the time, and eventualls | dido't care. My father had cancer and e
dicn't havse heeltheare, My brothers and sisters were running the streets. Butin achool they
ever askhed winl was guing v

Bur he remembers one Aoy, when his leachor was omoe agaion fed up witl his hehavior, she
didn't opt tor the "heat itout obme sporoach,” but instead Ooolly asled him swhal was wrong,
“I'think the kid that's most likely to become the shooter is also
the nne who is most likely to change our community.”

Jelf Duncan-Andrade, Foender of Roses in Concrete Charter
School in Oakland

"Aftar that, counssling became my punistunenl sessiozn and that started to change how | Felt
ahont my=salt” rememhered Dunran-Andrade, "But [ never bad o leacher like thal again®

Mo, counseling ix a central leature ar Reses,

"The work staris on e stoeel ol VUl am,” said Doncan-Andrade. "Wa stalf the strest, o that
avery lld gets physical conlacl, an assessment ol huw are they coming to us, what's poing an

Ll while many progressive schools — cotasore in che mold ef Walderfsehaols than Catlislic
schouls — shon lesting. Duncan-Andrade 5255 ha ran'tin good consciendce toss asicde st prep
crkirely,

"Thawalue of lest seores is giving our Kids aveess Lo the kinpdam,” said Duncan-andrade, T
enawy our leldds con perform well, Bul itvs about leeeping those tests inthe proper place. You have
tor creata parhways far keds to get to college anc el tocludes lests, We need o stop seging it as
a hinary ... and can’t be talking out of beth sides of your mouth. Yoo bave all of tese degrees
hanging an awall et o are nol giving Kids a roubs o these degrees”

During Koses” frst yesr, however, bew students hit the proficiency mork on stats stamdardized
Lests, Just over & Hitth of third ane Fnurtk sraders passed the English partion of the tests, and
unly 15 pereent were deemed proficient in math, Roses stadents are only slightly



oulperfurming black amd Latino students in Oakland's dielrict s hools, but Duscan-Andeade
thindes they will storl pullime ahead alter more time 20 the new schoal.

The inftlal test senres dan't put off Rokinson. She save she chose Boses in Conerele Tar her san
avrer more established dual lanpuaps schools because of the sclioal's enphasis oo teaching
stndents livir cultore.

"You can tell you acs in a different kind of schonl Just from the fact thal thera is Black and hroemn
ark everywhore” said Rokinson. "They are laarning, from a very voung age, =bout Frida Kahla,
auout the Black Panthers. Everything they do is hased in culture and art that reflacts thiem.”

She polsits specitically to a mument with hevsen at the Oakland Whale Faods last yesr, when he
was a kinderpartner,

‘I picked upa liing of strawderrics,” remembers Robinsar. "And my sen books up at moe asks i
they were Driscull's and 1 say 'yes, they are, why? And then he tells e all uf this styFahaut
ae wee can't buy theen because of ow they traat their Grmwarkers and thea he compared it
to bew Mertin Luther King starred 2 boveoll after Rosa Parles didn't gebup Thisiza
indergartener, T grove upin a Farming cotremunity and we never talked about any af rhis stull
AL Lhis ape, I'm net so worcied that he understands phonics ar can zdd or sublract. Hewon' get
this real education anypwhere else

Duncan-dndrade consicers Roses a "lah school,” 2 schonl tailerad ta 2 spoaitic communily. He
hopes o shave what wirks in Eust Oakland, 50 laaders fram alsewhere can build their veen
schenls that are responsiva o their communities, Bul what works 11 one cantext copmnol just e
teansplanted into arother, ha said. He added that thers would be 2 caali of Beves crhools "aver
1y clead hodw,”

“Alot ol peaple npen sehouls becanse they can,” said Duncan-Andrade, “Thay lave a degras,
Fhey bave a palsa. Bt thats the colonizl model Yoo have to aslk permission, Lot [rum the
district or the state, hut fragm Ui communiry,”

The biggeridea iso'Ljust to create good schoals but te wen zromd long struzgling
cornmunitieg,

T kkuke the ki that's most kely to became the shonter iz alss the one who is ol likzly to
chinge vor communily,” e said. "IF's not about plucking the voses oot of concrele and letting
them flowrish alone in the cose garden, Wa will fil i we sead 100 percens of our kids o college
and this cormunity dazan’l cliange.”

This vtory was produced by The Hack e Kepait, g nongrofie, independent news organtzidion
Socased e insgialiy gud sameetion (i edacation. Read move abour S0z oo foveilt
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