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October 9, 2001

Trent E. Gabert

Chair, Executive Commitiee

Brock International Prize in Education
Associate Dean, College of Liberal Studies
1700 Asp Avenue, Room 226

Norman, OK 73072-6400

Dear Trent,
Enclosed are the materials for my nominee, Harriett Ball.

For nearly 25 years, Harriett Ball was a master teacher in the classroom. She began teaching in
1969, and taught all the various ¢lementary and middle school grade levels in public schools in
Austin, TX and Houston, TX. Early in her career, she realized there was a catch-22 to effective
teaching: her students, who were far behind academically, needed to learn a great deal of
-ucademic skills to catch up to grade level, but learning these skills was not a source of interest to
her students. This was and is partly the case due to kids “turning off” to things they find
difficult, and partly due to the fact that teaching and learning rudimentary skills is not very
exciting. Harriett began developing her whole-body, multi-sensory teaching techniques to help
children learn (he academic skills with mastery, build confidence and self esteem, and have a
good time in this process as well. Harriett retired from Houston ISD seven years ago in order to
have the time to further develop her techniques, called “Musical Ball Points”, and to be available
to help teachers and schools across the nation improve their instructional practices. Harriett has
won numerous awards and has done workshops in schools across the country all in the name of
teaching teachers how to teach, and teach well, ’

When Dave Levin and I started teaching in Houston in 1992, we were lucky to have Harriett as a
mentor teacher. She took us under her wing and helped us become great classroom teachers,
With these abilities, Dave and I had a strong foundation to build schools that ensured
educationally underserved students could and would succeed in school.

I've said it before, and I'll say it again (and write it@): Harriett is God’s gift to the classroom,
and if our nation is going to significantly improve public education, we must invest-in the most
important resource of all: the human resource. With more great teachers, more kids will be set
up for success in Jife, and Harriett is making sure the numbers of great teachers out there in out
schools continues to increase.

[ look forward to éccing you and the other jurors next month. -

Sincerely, _ ;

Mike Feinberg . A
Co-Founder

QNE MARITIME PLAZA. SUITE 1470 ¢ SAN FRANCISCO, CAUrOiNIA 94111 ¢ PHONE: (415) 399-1556 » Fax: (415) 433-7476
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Educational Consultant
Musgical Ball Points

HARRIETT J. BALL j I

482 - 74 - 8305 6223 CREEKBEND, HOUSTON, TX 77006
(713) 9815249 F: (713) 081-1758

EDUCATION:  Husion-Tillotson College, BA Educallon — 1969

Prairie View A&M Universily, MA Guidance & Counscling, 1673
University of Texas of Austin - Adm. Cen, 1085
Southwest Toxas Siate University: Adm. Cerl./ Bilingual Ed.

PROTTSIONAL Blementary 1eacher/ Counselor: Ausiin & HOuston I1SD, 204 yI.
BEXPERIENCE: Tille | Reading Teacher, Austin ISD, 5 yr.

Titles | Reading Coordinator, Ausfin ISD, 2 yr,

Camnpus Math-a-Thon Coordinator

‘Reating The Odds’ Swnmer Program for HS- Houslon 1SD
Austin arcl Houston ISD Teachor-Irainer Prasenter

Assistani 10 the: Principal, 2 yr.

Teacher Mentor

SITES Coordinator 2yrs, 1 louston

SPARK PARK Curnpuis Coordinator

Sile-Baseul Marwgement ,Offlcer

Lducational Consultant (Elementary - 1ligh School)'n4-present

PRESENTATIONS:National School Conferonce Institute, Phoentx, AZ

Hous(on Coundil of Teachers of Mathcmatics

Schools of Excellence Conventions & Winter Energdizers:1 lousion
Keyrole Speaker/ Presenicr ‘Teach For America Corps

Natlonal Alllance of Black School Educators

Texas Allance of Black School Educators

RBeaumont Arca Alliance of Black School Educators

Houston Allisnice of Black School Ecucators

Cleveland Principal 8' lrutlative (Ohio)

Knowledge 18 Power Program (KIEP) of New York/ Houston
Tsu.-entor for the Pedagogy of African -American [carners
Keynole Speaker- Ohlo, Soulh Caroling, Defaware, Alabama +
Some School Disiricts In ‘Texas inchide:; Houston, Lubbock, Aldine
Gatveston, LaMarque, Dickinson, Texas City, Kileen, Allef, & Tyler
Qutside of Texas Include: Florlda. Ohlo. New Yark, Georgin, Nuvicdi
Califomnia, Arizona, Indtana, S. Carolina, Iinois. Kanses, Mississippi,
New Jorsey. Connectioul, Delaware, Oregon, Wisconsin, Michigan,..

ACCOMPLISI IMENTS: Created Musical Rall Points Educational Training Mrogram,

Board Member, Pellows Tralner - KIPP Academy ([ louston/¢alil)
Talented Youth Coalition Ine, (Houston), Roard Member

Elected Campus "Teacher of the Year' 6 Imes (Ausln. [ousion, TX)
Prof, Best Leadership Award /0ldsmobilc & Learning Magazine
Recelved Prodiamalion from City Gouncil & Mayor of Galvesion, '89
Author, ‘Pearless Math' (Multl-Sensory Teaching Strategies)
Spotlightest] On TV, In magazines. books, and nowspapcrs: '21 No
Excuse schools', Teacher Magazine'ol, Cducation Weckly Jan ‘01
Created and ingtiutex] ‘Knowledge Bowl Gompeltition' al 2 schools
Lducational contributions spotiighted at '00 Republican Convention
Helped many schools across he nation move from CAlert’ sintus
Began Afier-School tutoring program- HC F EDUY, Bldg. tlowston, TX
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‘Musical Ball Polnts * by Harriett J, Ball

L INTRODUCTION -- What ‘Musical Ball Poluts’ is All About ]

As teachers we must teach all of our students, Finding the learning style
that best suits and captivates the interest of each student challenges even the
most experienced teachers, Just as deaf and blind students can and do learn
through their best learning modalities, all students need to be taught through
their strongest sense, then reinforced through their next strongest, Since no
group of students learn the same way, teachers need to develop ‘multi-
sensory teaching’ techniques that address every style of leaming, The
Musical Ball Points program provides training in multi-sensory teaching
techniques that allow equal access to learning for our At-Risk population,

Musical Ball Points, MBP, weaves the state objectives/ proficiency skills
into multi-sensory (whole-body) teaching techniques. Multi-sensory
teaching, often referred to as mnemonics, is an effective venue to reach and
teach students who do not perform well with traditional teaching techniques.
Manemonies is an array of memory enhancements that include rhythm,
rhyme, codes, verbal and visual cues, patterns, and story webs that evolve
around experiences that are relevant and concrete in the life of students.
Mnemonics stimulates and enhances the leaming of concepts, strengthens
the attention span, and bolsters self-esteem.

Most children, ages 7-12 need to ‘move’ and ‘respond’ to learn optimally:
Our usual teaching tools—textbooks, paper, and blackboard—emphasize the
visua) and auditory, and minimize verbal feedback, student demonstrations,
and movement. Students in general, espeoially the *At-Risk’ of any age or
race, learn most natucally and best through play, songs, patterns, movement,
imitatlon, imagination and rhythm. For example, pick any student and ask
them to sing a ‘rap’ song. They know every word and are able to execute
the complex moves seen in the videos. Another example of how a
presentation (with multiple sensory entry points) can enhance productivity
can be seen while observing a student on a Sega-Genesis or Play Station,
They are combining visual acuity, manual dexterity, decoding skills,
competition, pattern finding, and musical stimuli for extended periods,
1otally blocking out any interruptions.

ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT PRODUCES MASTERY, HOLDS ATTENTION,
INCREASES STAMINA, AND BUILDS SELF-ESTEEM. :

MUSICAL BALL POINTS ® An Educational Training Service
6223 Creckbend Dr. » Houston, TX 77096 o 24 Hr.,0; (713) 981-5249 P: (713) 9811758
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED e UNAUTHORIZED COPYING PROHIBITED
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Gone are the days when we can expect studonts to learn simply by sitting
still, listening, and flipping pages. Students of today require teachers who
are willing and capable of captivating their attention, motivating and
engaging them in active learning, and expanding their ability to
communicate. This must occur in a ‘fail-safe’ environment wherein
‘put-downs’ are not tolerated, and an undeniable team spirit to help one

another excel is domonstrated by the ¢lass and teachers.

Such an approach is particularly advantageous when working with ‘At-Risk®
students who typically $18£84Y short-attention spans and have limited
prior educational success, for whatever reason. Developing vocabulary and
teaching thraugh mnemonics across the curric are tho basis for the
formation of stronger academic skills for * At-Risk’ students, Mnemonics,
which [ affectionately call ‘DISPOSABLE CRUTCHES?, will be thrown
away when students see fit, which typically follows mastery. These
‘crutches’ are created to allow each student equal access to learning, with
minimal mistakes.

With fear and anxiety drastically reduced, there is no great need to get
negative attention. Now, you see students—who have experienced 80 much
faiture for years - craving to ‘show-off what they know. They have
learned and feel important. We have done our job.

The Musical Ball Points Training Program was developed to serve as a
springboard to unleash creative talents, bring many to the realization that all
of us can learn, and remind us that asking for help is not a sign of failure.
Success can be learned. Teaching, like learning, needs to be cooperative
and an on-going experience. Musieal Ball Points will make a difference in
any school that is committed to being a beacon in the lives of ALL students.

Make MBP an integral part of your campus team and live your dream in 3-D,
Dream, Dare, and Do,

Edutainmently yours,

Fandieer . Ball

It’s Time to STOP the ‘Waiting to Excel’

FEARLESS MATH « FEARLESS {. ANGUAQE AR'I'Ss PARENT WORKSHOPS o
MOTIVATIONAL WORKSHOPS » TEST-ANXIETY BUSTER RALLIES » CLASS DIEMOS
MUSJCAL. BALL POINTS © An Educational Training Service
6223 Crockbend Dr. @ Houston, TX 77096 « 24 Hr..0: (713) 98)-5249 F; (713) 98)-1758
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED « UNAUTHORIZED COPYING PROHIRITED
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Rap,

Rhythm, and

BY
DAVID
HILL

\

Columbus, Ohio

t'a carly moming, and inside the Northgate

Canler hero—a former clementary school now

used aa a staff-training fadility by the city school

nystem—aubaut 30 teachers are munching bagels

and sipping coffee, walting for o prolessional-

development workshop tu beyin, They don’t know
it yet, but Harriett Ball, today’s presenter, i» xbout Lo
rock their world, '

Ako Kambon, the president of the Visionary Leaders
Instituts, a Columbus.based education foundation that is
sponsoring Ball's visit Lo sevarul of the cily's schools,
ofTers the teachers a hint of things to come when he
wamas, “This ig not your typical workshop.” By way of
introducing Ball, Kambon explains that, thanks to
talovixion, students Loday have much shorter attention
spans than they used o, Consequently, old methods of
taaching almply won't work anymore.

*But television entertains,” he says, “and it maintains the in-
tarest of children, Sa wa've got ta leayn how to use that strategy
l,dbrln;il inta tha dassrvoas to resch today’s young paopla And
with that, | want ta bring on the master in using this skill. .., 1
Kive you Miss Ilarrett Ball, of Hovston, Tanas.”

!lﬂ. o tall African-Amarican woman dreased in » bluck.und.
whily Mpdgunandmwwwth five large
xold riaga, several gold bracelets, gold—colored high heals, and
rhinestons-encrusted desines glanses, standy up and starts dup-

ping har hands (a & founbeat riythan: Clag! Clap! Clapl Clap!
*Clap your handa? she says, her voice booming as sho moves

Rhyme

about the room. “Then repeut what | say." The teachers, some-
what atartled, put down their cofTee cupa and join in.

Sounding like a crous butwwen Mahalia Jackson and an Army
drill sergeant, Ball shouta oul, in call-and-respanse style,“[ don'y
knuw what yuu cun dol”“fhe teachers answer back, *[ don't know
what you ¢an do!”

*I camae to da my basui”

*My beat!®

"] camo lo pass the test!”

“The tea li®

“l can ruud churty and grophas!”

“And graphs!”

°[ cama to do my best!®

"My bastl”

Kambon was right: This is no onllnnry workshop. It's a full-
Llown revival ureeting, and Ball la preaching up a storm. Sha's
sassy, bratsy, and ultsrly eaptivating.

Within minutes, the Leschers are trunsfixed by this retired 54-
yenrold elemenlary wchool teacher, who erisscrosecs the country
training oducators to teach math and languaga arts using her in.
structional system. She describes it as & "mullisensery, muwmionde,
whole-body busching teduslque” deafgnod to “propal at-risk studenta
tyward axcellence,” though she Insists har mathod works for al) cl-
dren, In slmpler termbs, she calls it Rap, Rhythm, and Rhyma,

Ball end her unorthodox muthuds have halped insplra two na-

 tionally scdaimed chartas schools—ona In Houston, the other in

Neaw York, Called the KieP Academles, Lha schools have been fea-
tured on the CBS news program “60 Minutes,” and during his
pravidental eampaign, Oeurga W. Bush oflan eited WIFPF a3 o
modul fur what publie schools are capable of dolng, Ball, however,
in rasely mentioned In all this hype. The K1PP founders sing her
pralses and credit her with transforming thale teaching, but tha
media hava almoat completaly overloohed har,

“Neow, yau've got 1o gul out of your adult modes,” Dal) commanda
tha teachers. "Go to the child mode! You're my childran todayt®

With that, she eays, "New, let me hanr you aay your nine-
limas tabla”

At first, the volces are confident and in unison: *Ninel Eigh-
toen] Twenty-seven| Thirty-elz.” Bud thinge quickly fall npart, und
the teachers break oul luughing.




Harriett Ball’s
unorthodox methods

1elped inspire the KIPP

Academies, two
nationally acclaimed
charter schools.

So why has no one
ever heard of her?

“All right, watch thia,” Dall aays, *Lay down your
pendla, and dan't write snything.” $he wants the ma-
terinl imprintod in their brains, not seribbled an A
piece of paper,

Al tha blackboard, Ball draws an opside-down T. On
the right side of the vertical line, at the bottsm, she
wTites & zero and says, *Remember, zero i3 your hero!™
11f you forget Lo alart with zer, the chart won't work )
Then, moving up the vertical line, she writes the num-
bers v through nine, On the other sida of the verti-
tal line, she writes a ninc at the botloin, an eight on
top af that, and an on, until gshe gets to eera, As ahe
writea, she's carulul W keep Lthe numbers on the left

“le lined up with the onea on the right. In facl, she of-

-1 a little aaying ta remind the students to do Just
AL “Nuw, [ want yuu W heep it lined up,! ® she RRYR,
writing *KiL U™ e the board, "or 1t will fll you"

Tha result Is a nina-timas tahle, with the number
nine (writien a1 09) on top, 50 on tha bottem, and all
the ather two-dlgit multiplés of nine in between, Ball
han aimilar laasonn ta help kids learn all the multi.
plicutlun tiblo,

“Thal's awesome!” saya one of the teachers as Ball
quickly rrasea the chart Rhe draws it sgain, but this
tinw, 3w huy the luechars tell her how ta dniL Aller
that, she allows them Lo take out their pencils and do
it on paper,

"By teaching this way,” Ball tella them, “you're
groibing ull the kidw, the visual learners nnd tho au.
ditary learmers and the Wactila-kinasthetio Jearners.
What 1do is supply them with crutches that are dis-
pusable.” In lier sell-published Fearless Math man-
ual, which she sclls for £35 o copy, Hall asserts that
mosal students, particularly thase at risk, “learn moal
nutueally and bevt through play, songs, patlerns,
movement, imitation, imagination, and rhythin.” Her
method incarporates all those elements, )iote memo-
tisntion uf fucty and details han benn out of fashion
for some time, bt Dall nslaty Biere's nuthing wrong
with dnilla—ns long s they’re presented in a fun and
enxuging munner. *Drill won't ki),* aha likes Lo pAY.
"Boredom is tho Mller.”

'"HT YEARS AGO, Ball was toaching {th

inin relativa ohacurity at 1ouston's BDastian Ele
mentary Schoul. Over e yeurs, Bul), » natural.bom
parformar, had mastered her multisensory tesching
technique, which ahe used nol anly tn tanch math bt
alao grammar, apelling, geography, scicnce, and ethar
subjocts, She had done a few workshops here and

Above and en Paga 98,
Taxan eduestar Harloti R,
domenatraten hee




ray Wikliamae,
Stk grader af
# Anadamy e
ny York Clty's
enx ereugh,
erticlpatss In
lassan using
vl program,
hhch siresses
movacent,
singing, arul
chaaling.

therw, but, for the moal, part, she kapt Lo her
dassrosm, *mlading my swn busintes,” 2
she puila it, Ward about Ralj got eut, theogh,
and evary now wud Lheay, viaitors would vorme
kaeckiag on her cisssrsam door, Insvitably,
they weure xmuzad by what Uicy saw, and pus-
tieularly by the test reaults Dall got with her
studenta, naarly ail of whom ware from Jow.

misecd her style as & "black thing”

David Lavin dlspreved Lhat theory. Fresh
sut of Yale Univensity, be wigaed an with
Teach For America snd ended up tesching
&th grade at Bastian. *} waa stregpling im-
wensely,” Levin 1ays, “The other tsachers
ware betling on how long | was going W lat,

Bome of them didn't think I'd maka {t unti
Christmas” Hae happened to nelica whal was
g#ing on inside Ball'y dascroom and one day
aakad for badp, “T sort of beggod her Lo be my
menter,” be says. "And she sgreed. [ spent
overy single free mament hounding her, try-
ing to lsarn har techniquen, Once, she cams
loto iy dassrossn and taught my studenta n
45 minutes what | had beea trying Lo teach
theen for three weeks®

*He wun bungry,” says Ball, adding, "Has
coulda’t hald = tuns in & house, 1ot alons fn s
bucket.” Dut that dida’t stop Levin from sue-
cemalully sdopling Bsll's unorthodoerx styls,
and the naxt year, hw was named Bastlan’s
“taschor of the ysar.”

Lavin's roommate, Michasl Feinbarg, alss
foll undar Boifs inflnence. A greduats of Lhe
Uanivarsily of Pesnsylvagia, Fainberg had
alao gooe through Tesch For America's train-
ing program but had bees assigned o a dif-
fereat school *l was a erappy, struggliog
tenchay,” he sayn, *Dovid kept telling me
about Harriett He said: Yeu've got Lo tome
and sos my manlor teachar, She's wabuliev
abla'* Feinbarg did just that, and soon he
was usiag Rap, Rhythm, and Rhyme ig hix

awn cdustroam Wt Jurein Eleaentary Schoal,
*You're talking to a while Jewlsth boy wha
never had much rhythm* ha kays. “But I'm
able Lo wn pley hes stratogics”

Lavin and Pelnberg wont on ts slart thuir
owa sshoulss XIPP Asadamy, flzst in Heuston
and than ia tha Droax in New York City, The
academies are chantar schouls, and Loth are
loontad In tough urban areas and serve pro-
dominanily poor, minacity students. Yut their
auccess rateq, na mensursd by Laut teores,
have boun pheaomenal. Libersls and conger
vatives alike have praised the KIFP Acade-
miss for demonatrating that al) ehildras, no
roattar what thair sociceconomic back.
greunds and previvus educational eaperi-

ances, can succacd sl the highest levels.
*That's my vislon for public sducation all
arcund Americs,” Huouh said in Ocluber, toul-
ing Houston's Kup during tha firsl of the fall
presidential debates,

At tha two KirP schools, children and their
parenis aign contrucis pladging w live up W
high expoctationn Closscs begin carly in the
morning snd Last uniil late in the aftarnoon,
{Students mual go to wchool on Saturday as
wull.) Two hours of homurwok, sach night is
the notrn. Disciplina s no-oonsense; In Jlous-
on, studeants who misbehave are allowed L
spask only o weachurs sad nuust wear their
xive Tahirts {naide out,

At iha haart of the schosla’ rigoreus cur-
riculum is Harriett Ball's tarching mathod,
Indsed, *KIFP* stands for Knowledgu la Powur
Program, whith cuniaz from cas of Balls
patented chasts: *The more | resd, the more
{ know/The more | know, the more | grew/
Tha more [ taik, the leas [ know/ Bacauss
knowledye is powes! Power iv monuy/ And 1
waant {1V You've god %o read, baby, readl”

Lavin calls Dally tachniqus tha foundalion
of X1r?, "There would be oa KiPP Academy if
il hado"t been for Harmiett” he ndmits, Asd ia

her Fvariess Aala manual, tiali reters o v
aa har *brainchild®
But her contribution has often been ne-
gieclad, Of tha raany articea about KIFr, few
have menticand the taxchive Uy nuna, aven
whaen they quete Dall's chants verbatim, A
1990 Thewrr Afonthly articls wus (ypical. Tl
“No Bharteuts,® which {5 ooe of Kitvs slogans,
the plece [mplies that Levin and Felnberg con-
ceived ol KIP# on their own, neemingly (rum
scratch, aftor doatding that “tha typical schocl
program didn't do encugh to help the kind of
atudenis they wars Laching.® Even "0 Min.
utea” naglaciad ta cita Balla inspiration,
Levin—-who remaing close ficuds with
Ball—says ha mentlons Hacrlott whenaver
ha's inlerviawed, but the massags doas.
a't always ol through, “‘Harriett defi-
uitely haan't gotten the credit sha de:
serves,” he suys, Last summer, when
Lavin and Feinbery ware asked Lo speak
at the Rapublican Nalions! Conveatlon,
Levin Insisted on eting tha inftucnoe of
Nall and aaverai ather taachars—even
though AOP officialn said thare wasn'l
soough timo, Aftar Felabarg led & group
of KIFP Mudents through some Flasrieit
Ball-atyle math dnlle and the *Knowl.
odge 1n Power” chant, one “KIPPutar® old
tha dalogatos, *Theso lively lessons wero
inspired by the lifs work of master
taschior Harrietl Ball”

*1 was ¢0 proud whea | saw David ot
the Napublican Convention,” Ball aays,
“1 enid; That's iy baby, cight thard And
tiey sald La couldn't (cach'”

Doll Snslats she hina no i will toward
Lovin or Peinberg, and xha defends tiern
whea [risnda Loy Lo weavinee her that
they stole her ideas. She, Loo, blames the
media for overicoking her rola In the Xity
succras stary Besldat, tha had the chance
ta gat invalved with 1are, bot chase not
ta. “They bugyoed o tu pu with wim, " she
nays, "but 1 dida't want to go that rouls.
1t waan't oy dream.” Divorced (rom her

. firat husband and widowed after tha
dexth of her eecond, Dall had four chil-
dren to fsed and » mortgngs Lo pay. St

neodad job socurity, nat the uncertaintics that
coms with starting a new school

Ancl Ball Jid giva Lavin and Fuinbarg per
mission to usd her methods.*l aaid: 'Go ahead.

Maks 1t work, hahy, make it work.' And that's

whal they did. They have vslidatad that what

1 du in usabie, (or the Joag tenn, thal iU's out

Juat a fluke, and that {t wocks for any group of

kids: Puerts Rican, Mexican, Jewish, polka-
dot, wlripes, whatever”

BORN IN ROSENBERG, TEXAS, Rall
ptew up in poverly {o Houalon's Srd Ward,
where ahe lived with her mother, brother,
and thres aistars. “We ware poar,” shs ways,
*but [ didn*t know il bacuusy thers wus love
at homu." Her parents wire divorewd, aad
Ball's mothor had to make cnds meel by
barssll During the day, the worked ac s
sestigtreds in tha laundry ream at Hout-
tan's Methodist Hespital, nnd when she
came howe, she would Jdo her fricads’ and
neighbora’ hair in the makeshift hanuty
shap sha had set up on the

Prom zn early sge, Ball wanted to be
Leachier. Hex role mode] was her mother/s aly.




fashion for some
time, but Ball
insists there’s
.othing wrong with
drills—as long as
they’re fun for kids.
“Drill won’t kill,” she
says. “Boredom is
the killer.”

" ter, Frances Harrls, known as Aunt Frank,

“She alwpys drove » Cadiflse® Ball soys, and
she had wallta-will rurpet in her houss and
eantenl heating, She wore nies clothas, and
lier hnie was real preity, To me, she wus the

“epitome of & tencher. Twunwed 10 be like Aunt
Frank"™ .

When Bull gat her firat teaching job, sh
fiund she'd be driving » Cadillne, lov—until
she gol her first pnychack, She called her
aunt and ashed Livw she mansged Lo pay far
all those nivo things on o teacher's salary,
=Stws told me that the hip money tame from

her hushand, wha worlied at tha ship chan-

~el,” recalin Niall, laughing, (Nuw that ltall is
. wng pretty well beryell as a conanliant, she

* drives around Houslan In either a Lincolu

Town Cor or 7 Mymouth Prewker, depending
an har maad.)

In 1983, Ball was leaching 3rd grade st
Huuston's Fairchild Elemeniary School when
she had An epiphany, "My students were
Atrupgling Lo resd numbers,” she says, “and 1
was determined to help them. | way standing
at the board ana day, and all of & sudden it
wat like A Guijs buard, God spoke (o me, snd
1 started writing dewn & rhyms that ax.
pluined how to change » written nunlertea
numeral,”

Tiall hud vied some chants hefnre tn en.

gaga her students, ast Lhin way W firsl {ime

a lceson had come to har in the form ol a
song. *IL Ulew any mind,” she says. “Tha kids
ol it rigit away, pnd from then on, T wluriod
woching like that.” Other rhymua started
pepping into her huad, scinetimes in the
middla of Lhe night.

*They were revelatinna from God,’ says
Dall, who was rained w Baptist but now al-
tenda a blethudiat church, “A lot of panple
dlan® bear me when ) say that, but iU's true”
Later, samenne told Ball that there was a
liardste-pronsunce word —mnemonica={of
what sho wns doing. Tut to her, all that res
ally mnitenad was that it wan working,

*When !'taach,” aha says, “T employ the
ayes, the aars, und the touching naed, the
myvement nead. Thera's rhylthm, end
thare's sinming. § also use wholesome tom:
petitivn, Rut | dan't allaw any putdawns; |
dont altow the studanta to laugh at one an.
nther® 1L halpw, sliv ndmits, t2 be "# natursl
ham” to teach her way, bul ywu dan't hava in

ba, “Nol everyone can teach Jike | do,” she.
anys, “but [ can he 2 springboand for dolng
something diffaranl®

AFTER LEVIN AND FEINBERQ gt KIFF
off the ground, Nall Agured she'd work al
Nastian Flementary School for another five
or six years and vn retire. Evin though she
waa increadingly in demand s o workshep
pressater, she couldn't giva up her ateody
taching gig. "] had ta pay my bills,” she says.
Then, ane day st schiool, she heard & voica. ™1t
wasit a loud, sudible vnice,” whis unys, *lut |
knew it was God. Tha volce said: "Trust ma.
Here's your mission: [ waat you Lo go eot and
show more poople your work, The world
needs you.' ™ Dall submitted her naignation,
and she's naver Inoked back.

She put the word out that she wes avail.
ablu Lo vorsduct workshops during the waelk,
not just on weakends as sha hud baen doing,
and~—slewly at fimstrtha phono cally started
coming in, “I wux always somebody who
knew samebody whe knew somebady who
xxw mx,” ssys Ball, who chargos in the nuigh-
borhood of $1,500 a day for her survices, (She
has been knnwn to work for less than thet
and nven fur froe.) Scventy percent of Rall’s
wurkaliops are in mathematiea; 30 percont
are in languags arta

Afer sevars) achools ercdited Ball with
buting students’ scoros v the Texan Asretse
ment of Academic Skilis, #all hacama known
oy Uie *TAAY Buater.” Indeed, tha Lone Stur
Stale's obweaxion with teat scures liws proved
o he s hoon for Dall. Sorne achools and dis
tricts hire her fur the sole purpnae of Increas-
ing scorys, In 1908, tha ity of Galveston pro-
ciaimed Sept. 14 “Harrivit Bull Day* and
recopniand the Wachvr *for penerously volun-
teering bes Lime and efforts tn heip the chil.
dren of (alveston tn surceed on tho TAAY tesl.”

Dall {s proud thal her methods have
helped atudenta do better on slondardized
Wal, Lut she inaists that her methoda yo be-
yond test scarss, “hlnemonics,” she ayserts,
*stimulate wnd vnhiance the learning of con-
ceptu, strengthin the aftention epan, and bul-
ster sclfesteem.”

That may ha truw, Lut Ball's theories
havan't been evaluated or tested. And they'm
cvrtalnly ot universally accented, In inuth,
for example, the Natlunal Council of Teach-
ern of Muthematics has Jong argued thul
scomputational proficisney ulone” is not
enaugh for students in the warly grades,
Laarning tha bavics iy impertant, the ergeni-
wtinn comiendy, but sludents most alse de
velop a conceptunl undamtanding of math 30
they can use what thay know 1o sulve prob-
lama they've nover soen bwfore.

Bali, howovee, shrugs ofT such highfalutin
theury, *Math ks whatract,” ahe says, "o what {
dainmake it concrwie o Lhey cun relstataiv”
And many schuol districia - particularly those
with u lurge numher of studenta struggting on
wals—taha (lall at her word, Last yows she hd
workshopa in Clevelusd, Delreit, Son Frane
ciscu, s Los Angeles, among other diles

ABOUT AN HOUR INTO her workahap
st the Northpate Conter in Columibua, Ball,
her face dripping with aweat, ¢alln for &
hraak, She waks for & plass of watey and thas
lahes & lood off het (aet 81 o tablv iwer the




David Lavia, Lhe
prinsipal of the
KiPP Asadamy In
the Breax,
susssestully

tasshing style and
veont om is found
e seheels using
her melhodn,
He ndmita his
menter haan't
potian the sred
shy desarves,

front of the room, whare Putricia Prics has
bewa Luhing nubm

Price 13 the prindpal of Heyl Elementary
Sehool, and muat of the teachers attending
Uxiay’s sassion teach there, Last summer,
when Price begas working st tha uchool, she
was stunned by the studucly’ abysmal per-
{ormance on the math portion of the Uhio
Proficicncy Test. "Only 8 parcenl of tha 41k
graders were at the preficiant Juvel,” she
aays, *undd it was conaistent, for thres yean
in a row, ] theught, we can do whal wavaal-
ways dene, and we'll gt what wa've slwan
got. But thats like matprasiics, That's unne-
captabla”

At s leadenshiptralning inetitote for new
principals, Price mad Ako Kambon, who hap-
pened Lo mentice Harriail Ball, Al {he
moee Prics haard, the more she wanted Binll
10 come work wilth Heyl Elementary’s atafl
Still, she was conecrned about how texchars
would react *! worriad that they might
sea Lhis as just coe mors dog-mad-pony
show,” Price says, “woinecne alee telling thea

what to do."

*You did right,' Bell resswures her,
“They've caught tha fuver.” Sha plana to visit
the achool In two days Lo work with seme «f
the atudenta Thea, it will ba up Lo Price and
har tanchars Lo decida what (o do with all
Unie rap, thythos, and rhyma stafl

Qboa first-year facully member, Dobetta
Hyan, is already maaklag plans to incorporsts
soros of Balls mathods, "Bhe's givan mas sema
wew iduas Lo go with," Ryas 2aya during the
break *f think sorse of the other taachars will
ge batk (o Hayl und say, 'I'm geing ta atay
with my vwn way' Soca will ye baek with a
Puw Wdeaa, but they may ot do {t oxastly hew
it was dons Loday, And scme will go back and
be gunpba’

Par tha naat aeveral hours, Ball keeps the
teachars anthralled a8 she showa tham how
s tsagh, in the most entertalning way poasis
ble, basie mulh cuncepte; ndding, subiruct-
ing, and mulliplying fractions; mulliplicss
ton tablas; wsaights and massures: and the

God,’ Ball says

of her teaching
techniques.

“A lot of people
don’t hear me
when | say that,

_ but it's true.”

like. At J o'dock, sha's wiped wut, like &
sinpar at the snd of a concart. Still, she
takes some Lime Lo sell & few Fearless Malh
books: some teachers oven ask ber tosign

thelr copiea,
{ambon drivea Ball back to her down-

tows botsl, and on Lhe way she nods ofL
“She always does this® ha says.

AT 8 O'CLOCK THE REXT MORNING,
whan Kambon srrives abk the hote] 1o pick
her up, Dall fa full of ensrgy xnd yeady to do
1% all over again, This Uma, though, shatl
apand tha duy warking har magie with atu-
denls, not teachers, at three Columbug pub-
lic schools,

AL Frankiin Mildla Behool, ia the heart of
Celnmbus’ blask community, 6Lh grede
taacher Debble Willlaos 1s flnlahing up with
a group of Lap-track siudenls when Kambon
and Rall walk inta har aluasroom, Williams,
who Ls white, is standing at the board work.
ing through a math equation whils the slu-
denta, wha are maatly can and
wearing huw-and-white uniforms, sit at
thelr deska doing worksheets. As Ball takes
& seat in tha back of tha zoom, she netices
tha students have calculalors, *What i

this7" she whispers ko harseil.

The studants file oot of the wind
rooin, a0d seversl minutea later,
group of Bth praders irickles in. The
denta are alruggling to learn basict
matics, sad Williams is turaing them
Ball today o learn some new way:
through to tham. *Cood moming, My «
Harriett Ball, and I'm from Huuston,
T'm guiog 1o do some fun things witl
today. All eyes an ma. Say, ‘Try B
ldnizhl.i"

The kids have no [dea who this sl
locking lady with the fancy clothes
long hair and Lha costumas jawelry is, b
aquickly got into the grovve, repeat
chants “Try Big Mag tonight.”

“‘C'man, nowf”

Iy Dig Mac tonight!”

*Say it again now!”

“Try Big Mac toaighs!”

‘All right,” Ball says, "gucss what?'
laarmed how to read a 13-digit numbe

The students, bafTied, lack ul each
If W say, “What's thiz Indy talking aix

Bull stepa up to the blackboard auv
a J6-digit number: 426,804 391,7174.¢

*OK, what’s that number?* sha nsk
overybody raiss your hand up sl one

One boy mukes s half-hwariod atte:
then atops,

Ball aays, once again, “Try B
tanight,” und Lhe kids repest the
Then Ball writes on the beard *I'HM’

¥See those Jottera?” she aeks “Th
§lon, billion, million, thousund, Try !
tonighL Trllioa, billien, nullien, they

Something seema o click inside
dents’ heads,

*OK,” Ball continues, *whan yo
number, den't be sfraid of it. All you
do is this; Count yvur couunas uod js
what?”

“Count ysur caommas and label,”
denls reply.

*liow many commas do you se
asks,

‘m~

*So who iz this?* she srks, poinths

first comuma.
L ]

"Iyt

“Who ls thia?*

kBig"

*Who {s this?

“Madl®

“And this?"

“Tonight!”

Evantually, Ball tsada tham thn
number slsp by stup, showing the
use Lhe easy-to-remember “Try |
loalght” chant as a tool to figure out
value of a multidigit nurnber. Tha
mightily impresssd with this new
Ubn, give Balleand thomselves—a
applause.

Bail gees on Lo demonairuia hay
creating » mulliplicalion Labla by dr

upaida~dirwn T Bha evon shows the:
use the numbers oo a clack lorthe s
poss, which leavas the kida fabbe
*Neoar you ean cheat by looking at ]
she ixlla them, pointing at the ¢
hanging above tha blackbeard, ae
bancer that saya, "Attitude s » Lt
that makes a blg differencel”

The phrase could be Harriats Ball
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345 Spear St., Suite 510 .
San Franclsco, CA 94105

Fax; 415-349-0588 Kl P P
Phone: 415-399-1558

Fax

Yo:  Trent Gabert Fromi Rachel Hosmer
Fax:  405-325-7132 Pages: § |

Phone: 405-326-1061 Datet  October 0, 2001
Re: Materials for Brock Contest cC:

ﬁUmtmt [1 For Review [1Please Comment L[] Plu}so Reply [ Please Recycle

Mr. Gaber,

P'm sorry that we did not get the materals out to you sooner. Catherine North in our
Houston office is faxing an article on Harriett Ball as well.  Let me know if you need

anything else,
Thank you and have a nice day!
Rachel Hosmer )
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KIPP

Qctober 9, 2001

Trent E. Gabert

Chair, Executive Committee

Brock International Prize in Education
Associate Dean, College of Liberal Studies
1700 Asp Avenus, Room 226

Norman, OK 73072-6400

Dear Trent,
Enclosed are the materials for my nominee, Harriett Ball.

For nearly 25 years, Harristt Ball was a master teacher in the classroom. She began teaching in
1969, and taught all the various elementary and middle school grade levels in public scheols in
Austin, TX and Houston, TX, Early in her career, she realized there was a catch-22 to effective
teaching: her students, who were far behind academically, needed to learn a great deal of

_ucademic skills to catch up to grade level, but learning these skills was not a source of interest t0
her students. This was and is partly the case due to kids “turning of” to things they find
difficult, and partly due to the fact that teaching and leaming rudimentary skills is not very
exciting. Harriett began developing her whole-body, multi-gensory teaching techniques to help
children learn the academic skills with mastery, build confidence and self esteem, and have a
good time in this process as well. Harriett retired from Houston ISD scven yeats ago in order to
have the time to further develop her techniques, called “Musical Ball Points”, and to be available

------------------ to help teachers and schools across the nation improve their instructional practices, Harriett has

won nurherous awards and has done workshops in schools across the country all in the name of
teaching teachers how to teach, and teach well. '

When Dave Levin and I started teaching in Houston in 1992, we were lucky to have Harrlett as
mentor teacher. She tool us under her wing and helped us become great classroom teachers,
With these abilities, Dave and I had a strong foundation to build schools that ensured
educationally underserved students could and would succeed in school.

I've said it before, and I’1l say it again (and write it©): Harriett is God’s gift to the classroom,

and if our nation is going to significantly improve public education, we must invest in the most
important resource of afl: the human resource. With more great teachers, more kids will be set
up for success in life, and Harriett is making sure the numbers of great teachers out there in our
schools continues to increase.

[ Took forward to secing you and the other jurors next month.

Sincerely, - ;

Mike Feinberg . A
Co-Founder

ONE MARITIME Peazn. SUTT 3470 ¢ San FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 04111 » FHONE: (415) 3991556 » Fax: (415) 433-7476
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Educational Consultant
Musical Ball Points
j Ini
6223 CREEKBEND, HOUSTON, TX 77008
(713) 981-5249 F: (713) 981-1758

HARRIETT J. BALL
8305

452 - 74 -

EDUCATION:  Huston-Tillotson College. BA Educallon — 1969
Praire View A&M Unlversity, MA Guidance & Counscling, 1973
University of Téxas of Austin - Adm. Cernt. 1085
Southwest Toxas State University: Adm. Cerl./ Bilingual Bd,

PROPTISIONAL Blemoniary 1eacher/ Counselor: Austin & Houston 18D, 204 r,
EXPERIENCE: Tifle | Reading Feacher, Austin 15D, 5 yr.

Title 1| Reading Coorcinator, Austin ISD, 2 yr,

Campus Mah-a-Thon Coordinator

‘Beating The Odds’ Swviner Pragram for HS- Flousion 15D

Austin ancd Houston 1SD Teachor-Tainer Prasenter

Assislan! to the Principal, 2 yr.

Teacher Mentor

SITES Coordinator 2yrs, 1 louston

SPARK PARK Carnpus Coordinator

Rile-Based Management ,Officer

Lducational Consultant {Rlememary - HIgh School)' f4-presery

PRIESENTATIONS:National School Confercnce nstitute, Phoenix, AZ

Houston Coundl of Teachers of Mathcmatics

Schools of Excellence Conventions & winter Encrgizers- louslon
Keynote Speaker/ Presonier I'ecach For america Corps

tNatlonal Alllance of Rlack School Educators

Texas Alfiance of Black School Educators

Aecaumont Arca Alliance of Black Scihool Bducators

Houston Alliance of Black School Educators

Cleveland Principal 8' Intlative (Ohio)

Knowlcdge 18 Power Program (KIPP) of New York/ Houston
TSU.-Genlor for the Pedagogy of African -American [earners
Keynole Speaker- Ohlo, Soulh Caroling, Defaware, Alabama +
some School Disiricts in Texas inchuce: Houston, Lubbock, Aldine
Gatveston, LaMarque, Dickinson, ‘Texas City, Killeen, Allef, & Tyler
Qutside of Texas Include: Florlda, Ohio. New Yark. Georgia, Novada
Califormnia, Arzona, Indiana, 8. Caroling, Ifiinois. Kansas, Mississippi,
New Jarsey. Conneclicul. Delaware, Oragon, Wisconsin, Michigan, ..

ACCOMPLISTIMENTS: Created Musicat Rall Points Echicational Tralning Program,
Board Member, Peilows Tralner - PP Academy {[ lousion/Calil)
Talented Youth Coalition Ine. (Houston), Board Mermbaer
Clected Campus “Teacher of the Ycar' 6 mes [Austn. Houston. TX)
Prof, Best Leadership Award /Oldsmobilc & Learning Magazine
Revelved Proviamalion from City Councll & Mayor of Galvestion, ‘89
Author. 'Fearless Math' (ult-Sensory Teaching Strategicy)

Spoflighted on TV, in magazines, baoks, and nowspapcers: '2i No
Extuse Schools', Teacher Magezino'01, Lducation Weckly Jan 'Ot
Created and Instituted ‘Knowledge Bowl Gompotition' al 2 schools
Lducational cantrhutions spotiighted ot '00 Republican Convention
Helped many schoots across he nation move from “Alert” sintus
Biegan Afier-School tutoring pragrann- HC F BDV, BIdg. Houslon, TX
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‘Musical Ball Potnts * by Harriett J. Ball

| INTRODUCTION -- What ‘Muslcai Ball Points' is All Abont ]

As teachers we must teach all of our students, Finding the learning style
that best suits and captivates the interest of each student challenges even the
most experienced teachers, Just as deaf and blind students can and do learn
through their best learning modalities, all students need to be taught through
their strongest sense, then reinforced through their next strongest, Since no
group of students learn the same way, teachers need to develop ‘muiti-
sensory teaching’ techniques that address every style of learning, The
Musical Ball Points program provides training in multi-sensory teaching
techniques that allow equal access to learning for our At-Risk population,

Musical Ball Points, MBP, weaves the state objectives/ proficiency skills
into multi-sensory (whole-body) teaching techniques. Multi-sensory
teaching, often referred to as mnemonics, is an effective venue to reach and
teach students who do not perform well with traditional teaching techniques.
Mpuemonies is an array of memory enhancements that include rhythm,
rhyme, codes, verbal and visual cues, patterns, and story webs that evolve
around experiences that are relevant and concrete in the life of students.
Mnemonics stimulates and enhances the leaming of concepts, strengthens
the attention span, and bolsters self-esteem.

Most children, ages 7-12 need to ‘move’ and ‘respond’ to learn optimally.
Our usual teaching tools—textbooks, paper, and blackboard—emphasize the
visual and auditory, and minimize verbal feedback, student demonstrations,
and movement, Students in general, especially the ‘At-Risk’ of any age or
race, learn most naturally and best through play, songs, patterns, movement,
imitation, imagination and rhythm. For example, pick any student and ask
them to sing a ‘rap’ song. They know every word and are able to execute
the complex moves seen in the videos. Another example of how a
presentation (with muitiple sensory entry poinits) can enhance productivity
can be seen while observing a student on a Sega-Genesis or Play Station,
They are combining visual acuity, manual dexterity, decoding skilis,
competition, pattern finding, and musical stimuli for extended periods,

ing out interruptions.

ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT PRODUCES MASTERY, HOLDS ATTENTION,
INCREASES STAMINA, AND BUILDS SELF-ESTEEM.
MUSICAL BALL POINTS ¥ An Lducational Training Smvicy

§223 Creckbend Dr, » Hougton, TX 77096 « 24 Hr.O; (713) 981-5249 F: (713) 981-1758
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED « UNAUTHORIZED COPYING PROHIBITED
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Gone are the days when we can expect students to learn simply by sitting
still, listening, and flipping pages. Students of today require teachers who
arc willing and capable of captivating their attention, motivating and
engeging them in active learning, and expanding their ability to
communicate. This must occur in a ‘fail-safe’ environment wherein
‘put-downs’ are not tolerated, and an undeniable team spirit to help one
another excel is demonstrated by the ¢luss and teachers.

Such an approach is particularly advantageous when working with ‘At-Risk’
students who typically 848£04 Y short-attention spans and have limited
prior educational success, for whatever reason. Developing vocabulary and
teaching through mnemonics across the curriculumy are the basis for the
formation of stronger academic skills for *At-Risk’ students. Mnemonics,
which [ affectionately call ‘DISPOSABLE CRUTCHES’, will be thrown
away when students see fit, whioh typically follows mastery. These
‘erutehes’ are created to allow cach student equal access to learning, with

minimal mistakes.

With fear and anxiety drastically reduced, there is no great need to get
negative attention. Now, you see students—who have experienced 50 much
failure for years — craving to ‘show-off what they know. They have
learned and feel important. We have done our job,

The Musical Ball Points Training Program was developed to serve as a
springboard to unleash creative talents, bring many to the realization that ali
of us can learn, and remind us that asking for help is not a sign of failure.
Success can be learned. Teaching, like learning, needs to be cooperative
and an on-going experience. Musical Ball Points will make & difference in
any school that is ¢ i beacon in the lives of ALL students.
Make MBP an integral part of your campus team and live your dream in 3-D,
Dream, Date, and Do,

Edutainmently yours,

Pavderr §. Ball

It’s Time to STOP the ‘Waiting to Excel’

FEARLESS MATH « FEARLESS LANGUAGE AR1Ss PARENT WORKSHOPS »
MOTIVATIONAL WORKSHOPS » TEST-ANXIETY BUSTER RALLIES o CLASS DIEMOS
MUSICAL BALL POINTS © An Educational Training Service
6223 Creekbend Dr. » Houston, TX TT096 « 24 Hr..O: (713) 981-5249 F; (713) 98)-1758
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED « UNAUTHORIZED COPYING PROHIBITED
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thars, hut, for tha meat, g1, she Jepd to her
dessroom, "mindlng my own bunaess,” as
eha pute it Werd about Bull got eut, thoagh,
and avery niw wisl thais, vinilyrn would wme
knoding on Yer chaisrodm dodr, Inevitably,
Yl waire memaond by whict ey snw, wd gur-
Houlardy by the towt results Dall pot with her

David Lavin divprovad 9-:’!5. Fresh
ant of Yain Univernity, hue xignd cn with

Teuch For America and ended up teaching

Sth yradp at Mastian, ™) wey stropgling ime
mensely,” Lavin ways. “The other enchers
wero betting on how lang 1w going t last,

awn clumroons ub Goreiu Eleuwentary School.
“You're talking lo & whita Jewish boy wha
mavar had much shythoan,® ha siyw “But Cm
abia o wmploy her strotegion”

Lavin and Feinberg want on 1o siect thuir
own schoulsc X Acodasy, fiest in Joustan
i thens in the Deonx in New York City. Tha

v agnidanive pre chartee achouls, sad Loth me

located in tough urban arcas nod serve pro-
doradandntly pide, minocity stadants, Yot thasr
succens rutes, 22 mewssond by test scorea,
have bowa phenonenal, Liborols and congers
vativen ailke have praiscd the KIFP Acade-
ien for demanatrating that sl chitdres ns
matter what ther seoeeconomic buck.
xrounds and proevieus cducatioual aperi-

her Frorless Maih mancal, Ball refors w K
st hare “BrmpnthiLL®

But, har contribution hos eftes been s
glected, OF the reany articles sbogt KIP¥, few
have muitisond tiia tascher by tuena, dam
when ey quote Ball's chants verbatim, A
YD Tenas Manthfy articls wax fypical Tiied
“No Sharsetitn” which ix aow of KiFFs slogans,
the pleca implies that Loviz and Feinberg gerie
eaivwd o KIPP an, bhoir pwn, ssamingly Crem
seratch, after doading thas “tha typical scheel
program didn't d6 enduph ta halp the kind of
atudents Bhey wora tenching” Even "5 Min.
stes™ oglacted to cita Balls mspiration,

Levin—whe remaing dw: fricnds with

Bail—eays he mentions Hagrislt whensvor
he's inerviewed, but the tnssage does-
o't abwarn det throwch, “Hasriew defi-
aitely huoan't gotten the eredit sho de-
serves” he pays, Last avininer, when
Lovwin and Feinhery wern asked to speak
at the Republican National Convention,
Lovim insiated oo clting the iaflucnee af
TIall pne neveral ather (anchaTa—even
though GOP officialx neid thern waxn'L
enmirugh time. Ater Folobary led 5 groug
of KPP sindents through soroe Harrtett
Baltatyle math dodle and the “Knowis
edgn In Powar” chant, o "KIPPaes” told
the delvgstes, "These lively lessans wers
inapired by the life work of mustor
sty Haeristt Badl.”

“1was so prowd when 1 saw David ot
the Republicnn Convention,” Bult suys,
“T smid: That's ooy batoy, right tharal Azul

n.. Y iy said hecoulda't teach ™

Mo!aoﬁc..i! AEBJEH& mala {t uatil

=Hah was

hgauu.blmubé a_!.b.«x..ﬁ)-&c:..n_.-w
&nﬂv&?{nguﬂ?ﬂn&vﬂsgg
mecoter,” be sayn. "Asd sbe ngreed. [ speat

Eﬁuﬁa?g-rﬂa-ﬁraﬁq

45 minutes what [ ind beon trying to loach

oY, them for three waeka™

*Hu wuw huigry,” nuyn Ball, adding, “Ha
2ldaL bold 8 tune in & bouse, let alooa fo n

bucket™ Dut that didn’t atop Lavi from, sncs

counfully sdapting Ball's unorthodox atyle,
nnd the acat your, e was neoed Basten’s
"taacherof the year™

Lavia's roormata, dichasl Frinberg, slis

foll smdac Hall's infiaeoce, A gradusts of the
Univenuty of Posneylvacla, Fainberg had
alao goos through Teach For Ameticn's iy

ingr program but had bida assigned ta a dif-
(ereot schodl “1 was & crappy, wruggling
tenclwr,” be sayr, “David kopt telling me
about Harriatt. Ha anid; You've g0t to tomae
And ant iy Bientar tanchar. She's unbefime-
abla” " Fainbarg did jast that. acd scen he
was usiag Rap, Rhythor, aod Rbyme is hie

antas, ¢an suceeed nt the highest lovels.
“That's my vislon for public sducutlsn all
wrund Amvien,” Bouk asid in Ociober, Lout-
ing Hogstor's kury durlog tha fret of the Eall
presidential debaten,

At the two KIPP schoots, childran and their
mrentas aign contructa pledping o live up
high expectationn. Closaca begin carly in the
moraing aad Last uniil Tate in the afkermnoon,
iStudents muat go o schoot mm Satucduy s
well.) Swa hoore ef hamuwork eagh sinht in
the tioezn. Dhxciplios ls no-aanacrac, in Hous-
ton. students who iniabebave are atlawed, ty
apmak only o teachers and muxt wear thair
Kir Teahiirta foaids out,

At he heart of the achoala® rigoreus cur
ticulum is Harristl Ball's txnching mathad.
Todead, "KTPP* stands for Knowleige Ie Power
Prugram, which cemss from oas of Dalks
patented chanta: "The aore ! read, the more
I know/ The mors I know;, tha mars 3 graw/
The move § talk, 1 Inas I kaow! Bocousn
Ienewledyn ia puwer Power iy maney/ Aud I
wiat it You've got to read, boby, road?™

Lavin calta (alle tachninua tha foundatisn

af Kirp, "There would b na KO Acadamy if

it Tl oy v Hmarictd,” her adimite. And in

. —————— TP 2 s

Dull iamists she hie a0 12 will toward
Lawit, o Foinborg, and b deforsds Yinm
wheno frivads tey Lo coovince ber that
they stolo her idead, She, Lod, blames the

a

s gat invalvad with KIPE, but choss not
0. They bupod e ta gu with Teen” v

- _ anya, “but ] didat want to fo that rute.

{twiaa't my dream,* Drvarced from her
Uieat huaband and widowed nfter the
death £F het second, Hall had Sour chel-
dren to feed and W worLKRge W Say She
neoded job scturity, not the uncertointics thet
e with slartng a new echoal.

And Ball i giva Lavin and Fuinberg per-
mission 10 usa her mathode, *L aaid; 'Go ahead.
Bake it works haby, maics {worlt” And that's
what thay did. They huve validatad thatwhas
Lo ia palrln, for tho long e, thas it out
fust o ks, and thad i works for any greup of
Wids: Tanrie Rican, Mexicar, Jowiah, palka-
dat, wlripew, whativee”

BORN [N HOSENBERG, TEXAS, Ball
ETEw up in povirty In Hovaiso's 3ed Werd,
whaete ahe lived with her mather, brother,
and Uhres siaters. “We ware poor,” sha ways,
“tut § dicdnt know it beomny thess i love
at home.® Har parents ware divurced, and
BalPs methor had to maks cuds siveat by
harsalf, During the day, she wocked au &
aqamytrqza jo tha lanndry raom at Houn-
taa's Maothodixt Hospital, aod when ghe
vauid home, she would do ber frieads’ and
aeighbors’ hair 11 the makashift basuty
whop sha had vet up on Lhe porch

Pram un aarly sae, Dall wanted to by

Ceachier Her roby nudel was her mothern pls

Ac

A DT, .
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£, Ball

et by
dunu
Haus
vn she
b wad
hreauty

Whea

ur's Aiss

Rote memaorization
has been out of
fashion for same
time, but Ball
insists there’s
nothing wrong with
drills—as long as
they're fun for Kids.
“Drill won't kill,” she
says. “Boredom is
the killer.”

" wn Fraoecs sy, known ea Aunt Freak

“She tiwnywdrove p Cnidiflac” Ball s, "sad
she ki wail-te-wall curped in, ber Douse and
<cantral healing. She waee sice ¢lothas, xml
ey i was real pretty, To me, whe was te
opitameat' s teacher. Twantd w be ks Aunt
Feank”

When Bul? got er Hirst teaching job, whu
Ficured s be driving 2 {Indillne, dso—untdl
sha got her flmt paycheck. She called her
suntand nxiand ow she managed Ls pay for
bl thoae niva things ¢n o tasther’s palary.
"Slur told me that the bz money rare from
her hushand, who woeked ot the shiy <has-
el recalla iall, Taughing. {N¥uw that Halt is
Aning pretty wall herselfas & comeattaat, whe
drives wrpuind Howsdon in elther a Lineoln
T Cor ur & Plymooth Prowkee, depending
an hae mood b

Iny 1983, Ball wis teaching Jrd prade at
Houwiy's Fajrchild Elementary Scivool whea
she had Ab epiphany. “My sludents were
seruzeling to resd nuimbera. she sayw, “and T
was trtvnnined ta help thom T wis standing
ot the hoard sna day, and all of 4 sedden it
wibn Tuies 2 Chusim board. God ypolie &0 the, and
T atarled wriling doun 4 Thymoe that wxn
Phived how tochpnge & writtvn numtar-to o
numaral”

Tall hid usod sarme chants helare do en.
#ape hor stadents hut Ui wio Uur fiest Hme
n lesgon had cnme Lo har in the (orm ol n
aong. It blew oy mind,” ahe says, “Thn kide
£l it right away, ond fom then on, $ soctod
tupching L that.” Othar rhymen stirted
popping 4o her heod, saneties in the
muddln ol the night

“They wete tevalation lzom Cod,” saxs
Dall. wha was raiked o Baptist bot now nt-
teairin a Bletbudist church. *A Jot of peaple
den't trear o when 1 say thet, but it's troe®
Later, someane told Ball thet there was &

It

hard: -

‘he, “Noi everyone can texch like [ do”ahe
nys, bt [ ean e o apriagbonrd fur deing
aomething diffamni”

AFTER LEVIN AND FEINEERG gut KT
off the graund, Dall Arursd ahe'¢ work ot
Bastian Rlementary School for another frie
or six yrors and then rotire, Kven theugh she
waa increnalngly in domend an « warkahop
preseater, she couldn’l pive up hor steedy
tenchiz fig " had th pay wey billa"she says.
Then, anm day at achool, she heard 4 voioe, Tt
wani't & foud, audible waics.” Kho aeys, “bat §
fenew fL wirs God. The velee sand: "Nrust me
Harea your nuagian; | wasnt you ta go et and
abow more poopic your work, The world
needs you.! ~ [all submitted Tuer rasignution,
and ahe's never Tnoked back.

She put the ward oyt that she wan gvall-
abils Lo canduct werkahaps dorag the week,
ot fust on weakenda A aha hul been doing,
and —clawly sk frsl—ihe phone cally statted
ceradng i, “In won ulways semebady wha
knaw samebody wha knew samebady whi
wrw me,” zuyn Ball, who charpos in tha nuipi-
borhood of $1,500 & dav for her sorvivas. {She
has been known Lo work for Tesa than that,
and even fuc froq.) Seventy percent of Bnll's
wirkshepa are in mathematies: 19 percent
are in language arta

After sevarsi nchools erodited Ball with
bovating students’ Soores o (e Taxan Axaeas-
etk of Acobemnic SKils, Ball hetume Krown
B3 160 *TaAd Hunter™ Indeed, tha Lone Star
Siatei obedxion wAh LNt scuees lomy proved
to he & hoon, for Deil, Some schoolx and dis-
triets hizw het fur the pale parpans of Increas-
ing wearca. In, 1954, the city of Galveston pro-
clatmed Sept. 14 “Hurriett Ball Doy” ond
recopaizad the Luachur “for gonortusly wiuns
Seeing boe time and siforts o halp th chit
dren -of Cnlverian ta minired on tho TAAY test.”

Dalt -t proud thet bor wothoeds have
helpsd d de better on standardized
Unaly, trut she insasts that her methods o be-
yand test scarns, “Alnemonicy,” she anierta,
“stimulnte and qohsace the learning of enne
cepits, ytrengthén the ptontion apan,and Lol
ster self estrem.”

‘Thet may ha true, bul Balls thesries
awen't been avaluated of tested. And they're
cvrtainly Dot unieersRlly mecented. In winth,
1or exnmpla, the Nutivnenl Councll of Teach-
e of Mathessotics haa Jong arrued thal
“sompuiational proficinney alone” is nat
onaugh For stiulrars in the eacly grades.
Lanrming {ha bauun 1» inaportant, the organi-
zatinn rantends, but students makt Alag de-
velop & coneeptunl undoretanding of raxth so
hey con v what they Xnaw to sulve prob-
Trma dhey'vo naver yeen belore,

Ball, however, slirups ofF such hightalutia
theory, “Math ix ahatriet,” ahe xays, “so wlist T
dainmake it conerma 5o they au relate tat”

And !

whitt she wny doing, But to her, all that res
Ally motierad vna that 1t was working.
*When I teach " xha says, °f employ the
wyss, (n oars, and Thr towching need, the
muvement aeed  Theee's chythm, omd
there's mpmng, [ nlio paw wholciome com-
petitivg, But ] dan't alfow any p ]

ool districts  patuzularly e
with a lurge numher of studentz atruigimg on
umts—tako fak at hor word, Laot yonn ahe ot
workshops in Clevelund, Delrost, Son Fran-
i, 171 Los Angeles, among other it

ABOUT AN HOUR INTO her wnrkshap
ol the North Canter in Colunibaa, Ball,

Gont allow the stadants to Lagh & aoe an-
ather™ Tt helps, alir ndmits, % be "0 naturn
Tiaos™ to beach hor way, but yau don't hawe le

et face drpping with aweat, calls far a
ek, Stve naka for @ Slass of water and then
Lakes & lood off ket fret at a tably near the
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feont of the room, where Patoicia Price has
ey Ly Bulsme

Prica s the prinepal of Kayl Elementary
Sehoot, and most of the taschara attending
tdey’s session tonch there, Last suthiner.
when Price began warking at tha xchool, shi
wan atunnad by the studaats’ sbysmat per-
formancs un the math portion +f the Dhie
Proficency Tewt, "Oaly 6 parcand af the Sth
graders wars st Lbe proficiant luvel,” she
wayw, “und i wis eoiiotant, fer thaos years
in & row. I thought, we can da what wavaal.
ways dose, and wa'll get what wa'va always
ot Hat that's liks malpzacicoe, Thats unoe.
captable’

ALp cadership-tralning {natitets for now
princlpuls, Frioe med Aks Kamban, whe hap-
pened W mantion Haznett Batl. Asd ilc
mocg IPrice heard, toe more sbie wanted Boll
10 came wirk with Heyl Elctven tory's otall
SHR, she was conoerned aboud how taachers
would resct ~[ worriad that they might
dee this aa Jun one mere doganad-pony
show” Prios says, “somecns elso telbng theam

what {6 do*

“You did right” Ball reassurss ber
“Thay've caught the fever™ Sho plans W visit
s achool in cwer days 1o work with sie of
e staadenia Then, it will be up 1o Price and
har tenchars ¢o decide what (o o with all
thia rup, rhythes, and reyma stull

Ope fent-yesr Tacully member, Dobotte
Hywn, i alrendy maling plans toineorparate
acitse of Bail's mathods, “Bha's giveen me wame
e o ke g with,” Hyan aeyn duzing the
broale. *1 think scens of the ciher Leschans will
o beck 1o Hewd unid ay, Tm going ta atay
with my own way' Sumns will o buck witl &
Tuw ldcan, Liut they may not do it cxactly how
it was dogg today, And somme will po back anvd
T guaghin”

For the naxt severnl hours, Dall kevpa the
teachers eathrailed as she abows tham bow
1o teach, In the nxast entartalning way posi-
ble. busic nath eaneepte: sdidioy, sublesct-
ing, and multptring fracticas; muiliplica-
tion tables; weights and and the

“They were
reveiations from
God,;” Ball says

of her teaching
techniques.

“Alot of people
don't hear me
when | say that,
but it's true.”

like. At 2 o'deck, sbas wiped avt, like =
ahem o s o el Few Focrtr ot
booke: xome teaghers tren suk ber tosigm

it coglen
Kambon deives Baill Lack t¢ her down~

E-w.ava tEnsn_i to horself,
fila aul of the wi;

rovm, num scveral minwtes later, ancther
group of Gih graders bicking in, These atu-
dents wre atruggling to learn basic mathe
aiatics, and Wilinms &3 taraing them over to
Bali today to learn tame new waya Lo gut
through ta them. “Good marning, Ay name iy
Harrect Ball, nad I'm feo Hiwaion, Toxs,
Tm guing 1049 yome Mfan talnps with math
today. All eyed ot Say, “Try Big Mac
tanighti'®

The Lids have no filea who Lhis atronge-
lookiag lady with the fancy cothet and thn
long hair and the costma jewelry ia, hut thay
taickly get iolo the greave, repeatiog her
chantc =Ty Big Mut tovaght”

*Cga, now!”

2wy Big Mac tanighar"

“Say it agam nowl”

ey Rig Minc tusightt®

"AHL cight'™ Qall meys, "guess what? Yoo just
taarncd bow to tead a T3-digit number®

Thin atudenss, baffled, look st sach pihr an
if'to say, “What's tix ledy tulking uboeue™

Bull moopa wjr ta the blackbourd aad wriles
2 t0-digit smber; 426,504,392, 174,503,

O, witn's that nuraber?” she anka."Doa't
everybody Taiss yeur haud s af fne G

Coe boy b 4 hailhearted sttompt and
than alops.

Ball aays, oace again, ~Try Big Moo
sanight,” wnd the Mids ropeat the phrase.
Tacen E writes on bhe baard “FHMT

“Sec Uode lettora™ she naks. "Thalls tril-

Yion, billien, madtion, thousund. Try Biy Mac
Lanight, Trllion, bitlion, niillion, theoaand,”

Scmething sccma to click inside the stu.
dents" heads,

"OH,” Ball continoes, “when you acc a
nambar, don't ba ulriid ol it. All you have 1o
doia this: Count your conumas uod iabel, Say
what?"

“Gount your cernttax snd fabel,” the uiu~

Y deous reply;

tawn hotal, and on tha way she auds off.
“Elic alwaya docs thin,” ho says.

AT B O'CLOCK THE HEXT MORNING,
when Kamban arrives at the hotel to pick
Der wup, Dall i full of anergy and seady wida
i% all over again, This tima, shough, shaTl

apard tha duy working her sasgic with stu-
dants, not Leachers, at three Columbras pub-
Lie schoals,

At Franklm Middta School, in the hoart of
Colombus’ Slack community, Gth geado
teacher Debble Williams ia finishing up with
& group <f Lop-track stvdents when Kumbon
md Hail wath inte her elussroons, Willinms,
who s white, s standing et the board wark.
ing theough a math oqiation whild the siu-
denta, who are moatly Alrican-Amaricn sad
wearing blue-aod-white uaiforms, it at
their deaks doing workshests. As Bail takes
& ostin the back n__c_- Teom, she Detices
tha ! have ! “Whet is

“Hfow many comrond do you sae?™ Ball
aen.

~aur

*50 who iy this?" she uake, pointiing 1o the
LGiret comuno,

“And Lhis™

“Tonightl™

Eveniually, Ball leaca them thriugh the
number wiaep by stop, Khewing them how &
uss Lhaw sswy-to-remember “Try Bix Mac
tonighe" chant es a toul to figurs sl the place
value of a pauitidit number Tha awdenta,
mightily stmpressed withs Lhis aew inforins-
tinn, give Bull—and thomsttves—n round of

applause.

Eall poes on Lo demanalrats har irick far
cyeating » multipliouion tabls by drawing oo
wrpuislanadirary ‘L Ghve wvas uhows thoh Bow 1
use tho pumbcors o & clack for the sama pur-
poan, which Jesvas the Xide (labborgasted.
*Neow you can. chest by looking af the cucd™
sy Lells them, pointing a¢ the timepiscs
hanging above tha blatkbonrd, next ta the
banner that saya, "Attitsde is o Ltk thing

that xeaket o big differcrioo!™
“The phasa onvld b Harriett Dalls maotta. e
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